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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church & School 

August 16, 2026 

8:30am Traditional Divine Service Four 
Lutheran ServiceBook – Page 203 

 

Embrace ~ Educate ~ Engage 

 
Ringing of the Bell 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Greeting of the Saints 
 
Opening Sentences 
P: I will go to the altar of God, 

C: to God my exceeding joy. 

P: My house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 

C: Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David. 

 
Prelude-Processional 
 

“Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”           John Behnke 

(c) 2025 Concordia Publishing House 
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Opening Hymn           “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”       Hymn 901 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672–1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Joachim Neander, 1650–80. Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Invocation 

P: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution 

P: Though we are undeserving, we come to the Lord saying, “Have mercy on me, O 

Lord.” Let us seek the Lord here while He may be found to grant us healing, help, 

and forgiveness. 

C: Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of God, we are severely oppressed by sin in all 

our thoughts, words, and actions. We have sinned against You by our own 

fault. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. Have mercy on us, O 

Lord, and grant us forgiveness, help, and salvation. Amen. 
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P: Almighty God, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and of all who believe in 

the name of His only begotten Son, is the God of mercy and for His sake forgives 

us all our sins. Therefore, in the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

 

Kyrie                   LSB 204 

 

 
Gloria in Excelsis               LSB 204 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day               LSB 205 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children many 

blessings even though we are undeserving. In every trial and temptation grant us 

steadfast confidence in Your loving kindness and mercy; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
 
Old Testament Reading            Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
 

Thus says the LORD: 

“Keep justice, and do righteousness, 

for soon my salvation will come, 

 and my deliverance be revealed. . . . 

“And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

 to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 

 and to be his servants, 

everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, 

 and holds fast my covenant— 

these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

 and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

 will be accepted on my altar; 

for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

 for all peoples.” 

The Lord GOD, 

 who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares, 

“I will gather yet others to him 

 besides those already gathered.” 

 

R: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Reading                Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32 
 

 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an 

Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has 

not rejected his people whom he foreknew. . . . 

 Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the 

Gentiles, I magnify my ministry in order somehow to make my fellow Jews 

jealous, and thus save some of them. For if their rejection means the 

reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the 

dead? . . . 

As regards the gospel, they are enemies of God for your sake. But as regards 

election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. For the gifts and the 

calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were at one time disobedient to God 

but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, so they too have now 

been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now 

receive mercy. For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have 

mercy on all. 

 

R: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse               LSB 205 
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifteenth chapter. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
Holy Gospel                 Matthew 15:21-28 
 

 Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 

And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, 

“Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by 

a demon.” But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged 

him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” He answered, “I was 

sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before 

him, saying, “Lord, help me.” And he answered, “It is not right to take the 

children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the 

dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, 

“O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her 

daughter was healed instantly. 

 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated 
 
Children’s Message 
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Please stand 
 
Hymn of the Day  “In Christ There Is No East or West”     Hymn 653 
 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1, 4–5): John Oxenham, 1852–1941, alt.; (st. 2): Mark A. Jeske, 1952; (st. 3): Michael A. Perry, 1942–96. Tune: African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. 
Burleigh, 1866–1949. Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske; (st. 3): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co.  

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004553. Text (sts. 1, 4–5) and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
Rev. Benjamin Braun 
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Reception of New Members 
 

Emily Baker 

Rev. David & Marcia Boyd 

Brenda Carter 

Carl Cobb  

Jody & Kara Greene 

Doug & Holly Hoehn 

Marcia Holland 

Lindsey Hurst 

Bruce & Belinda Kastelic 

Veli-Antti & Sandra Koivisto 

Robert & Susan Lindsey 

David Lloyd  

Carol Mangels 

Kris & Christy Schneider 

Allen & Julie Shiever 

Craig & Beth Shiever  

Christian VanHoose 

 
P: Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “Everyone who 

acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is 

in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father 

in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully 

give answer to  what I now ask you in the name of the Lord. 

 

P: Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge 

 the gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 

R: Yes, I do. 

 

P: Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 

R: Yes, I renounce them. 
 

P: Do you believe in one God, the Father Almighty, and in Jesus Christ, His only 

Son our Lord, and in the Holy Spirit? 

R: Yes, I believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 

P: Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of 

 God and the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from them and 

 confessed in the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

R: Yes, I do. 
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P: Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully 

 in this congregation?  

R: I do, by the grace of God. 

 

P: Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed 

 to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

R: I do, by the grace of God. 

 

P: Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer 

 all, even death, rather than fall away from it? 

R: I do, by the grace of God.  

 

P: Do you desire to become a member of this congregation? 

R: I do.  

 

P: Will you support the work our gracious Lord has given this congregation with 

 your prayers and the gifts God has given you? 

R: I will, with the help of God. 

 

P: Upon this your confession of faith, I acknowledge publicly that you are members 

 of the Evangelical Lutheran Church and of this congregation. Receive the Lord’s 

 Supper and participate with us in all the blessings of salvation that our Lord has 

 given to His Church, in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

 Spirit.  

C: Amen.  

 

Please have the Congregation stand 
 

P: Let us pray.  Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great 

goodness in bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your 

Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe 

and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that by Your Word and 

Spirit they may continue steadfast in the one true faith until the day when all who 

have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the crown of everlasting  life; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen.  
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The pastor may extend the right hand of fellowship, greeting each by name. The rite 

concludes with the following blessing: 

 

P: The grace of our T Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

C: Amen. 

 

All return to their seats. 

 
Prayer of the Church 
A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

A: For the unity of the Church and harmony among its members; and for our life 

together in worship, witness, prayer and service to those within and outside of the 

household of faith, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

A: For our Synod president; our district president; our pastor; and for all church 

workers and their faithful service to us in Your name, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

A: For the sick and afflicted, those beset with grief and sorrow, pain and any trouble, 

especially Rita, Carole, Orin, Carrie Ann, Earl, Roger, Carol, and Jonathan, that 

the Lord would be pleased to answer their cries for the sake of Christ, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

A: Give comfort to the grieving in their loss and peace for the dying in their last days 

on earth. Today we pray especially for John Smith and family in the loss of his 

mother, Carol Smith, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

A: For those who are about to receive Christ’s body and blood from this altar, that 

these crumbs may strengthen us in faith and love, united with God and neighbor, 

let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
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A: Lord God, giver of all that is good, mercifully hear the prayers of Your people 

and grant us Your grace, that we may endure the changes and chances of this 

mortal life and be found worthy when our Savior comes to bring to completion all 

things; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
Offering (Please place completed Attendance Register in the offering plate) 

 

Handbell Choir            “Our Great Redeemer’s Praise”         Att. Johann M. Haydn 

Dan R. Edwards 
© 2006 Concordia Publishing House 

 

Please stand 
 
Tithes & Offerings Brought Forward 
C: Thank you, Lord, for blessing us so that we may be a blessing to others. 

 
Service of the Sacrament             LSB 208 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 

countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 

give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-

begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him 

into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 

and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and 

death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and singing: 
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Sanctus                  LSB 208 

 

 

 

 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 

and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 

us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully 

to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 

Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the 

faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 

be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

covenant in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei                  LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
 
Please be seated 
 

Silent Prayer before Communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink 
Your holy body and blood.  Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy 
Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy 
name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
 



14 
 

Communion Hymns 
 

“God Love the World So That He Gave”           Hymn 571 

 

 

 

 
5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 

That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 

6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, 

Be praise now and eternally! 
 

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93. Text and tune: Public domain 
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“Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ”            Hymn 769 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Frank von Christierson, 1900–96, alt. Tune: Henry Lawes, 1595–1662. Text: © 1974 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co.  
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004553. Tune: Public domain 
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“How Shall They Hear Who Have Not Heard”          Hymn 831 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926–2024. Tune: Georg Joseph, 17th cent., adapt. Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co.  
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004553. Tune: Public domain 

 
Please stand 
 
Communion Dismissal              LSB 210 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C: Amen. 
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Benedicamus and Benediction            LSB 212 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn                        “Jesus Shall Reign”        Hymn 832 
 

 

 

 
 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793. Text and tune: Public domain 

 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude-Recessional      Fanfare on Duke Street     John S. Dixon 

© 2019 Lorenz Publishing Co., a Division of the Lorenz Corporation 
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Today we receive our New Members during the  

8:30am worship service. 
 

Join in welcoming them in the narthex after service 

for a cake reception. 
 

 

Fifth Sunday of the Month: August 30th 

We will have ONE WORSHIP SERVICE at 10:00am; Education Hour will be at 

9:00am. Following our 10:00am combined worship service, join us for a 

CHURCH POTLUCK! Bring a favorite dish to share and enjoy a wonderful time of 

food, fellowship, and community with our church family. We hope you can join 

us! 

 

Join Our Music Ministry 

This is a wonderful time to join any of these fun, rewarding, and welcoming 

groups. New to Immanuel? What better way to get connected. We'd love to 

have you!  
 

Chancel Choir – Wednesdays at 7:00pm  

Handbells – Wednesdays at 5:45pm  

Praise Band – Thursdays at 6:00pm (see Chris Winston for scheduling details) 

Orchestra – Thursdays at 7:15pm  

Schola Cantorum Children’s Choir – TBD 

Children’s Chimes – TBD 

Men’s Choir – Sundays at 6:00pm (see Chris Winston for location details) 
 

For more information, please contact Chris Winston cwinston@immanuelba.org 

or Rebecca Winston rwinston@immanuelba.org. 

 

Did You Know. . .All women of Immanuel are 

members of the Lutheran Women in Mission group 

and are invited to join us in sharing the Gospel 

with the world by funding local, national and international mission grants. Join us 

at our next gathering on Tuesday, August 18 at 6:00pm, here at the church. 

mailto:cwinston@immanuelba.org
mailto:rwinston@immanuelba.org
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New Women’s Small Group – hosted by Anna Bruan 

When: On Wednesdays, beginning September 9th from 6:00-7:30pm, here at the 

church. The study book is “Everlasting” by Christina Hergenrader, and can be 

purchased on Amazon or CPH. Christina is the speaker for our Fall Women’s 

Retreat. 

Anxious. Worthy. Ashamed. Nostalgic. Lonely. Secure. This is just a handful of 

emotions we observe in the Psalms-and in our day-to-day lives, too. In this 

women's Bible study from beloved author Christina Hergenrader, you'll be guided 

through 25 psalms, digging into their genres, perplex emotions, glimpses of Jesus, 

and more. While in this life we experience mountaintop moments, deep valleys, 

and everything in between, we can rest in God's everlasting love and grace.  

 
Church Directory 

Did you miss your opportunity to take a picture for the church directory? 

Don’t worry—we’re offering another opportunity! Pictures will be taken on 

Sunday, August 30, following the one-service at 10:00am. We’d love to have 

everyone included in our church directory. Be sure to stop by and have your 

picture taken! 

 
The Women’s Retreat is next month! Register today! 

Hosted by Immanuel’s Lutheran Women in Mission 

Falling in Love with Jesus through “Mind, Body, & Spirit” 

Date: Saturday, September 26th / 8:00am—2:00pm 

$35 pre-registration / $40 at the door 

Featuring best-selling Christian author and speaker, Christina Hergenrader. 

Registration forms are located on the LWM table in the narthex.  

 
Hearing Assistance Available 

Stop by the sound booth in the Sanctuary and pick up a device. 

This is a state of the art system and we have several options available for our 

congregation. There are 20 available (which means we are fully ADA  

compliant) in Ear Piece version and Loop (Induction for Hearing Aids) version. 

 
Church Attendance & Offering 

Sunday, August 9, 2026: 

10:00am Service attendance: 350 Offering: $11,204.32 

          Online Giving: $11,029.32 
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Youth Ministry starts back up next Wednesday, August 19th with their  

Annual Back to School Bash!  

All youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join us from 5-8pm in Luther Hall (North 

end of the gym) for supper, games, activities and fellowship as we kick off the 

new school year in God's Word! Don't forget to bring your backpack for the 

"What's in My Bag?" scavenger hunt! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
 

In recognition & 

celebration of the  

61st Wedding Anniversary 

of Jim & Jackie Oestreich 

on August 14th. 
 

Thank You, Lord, for blessing the 

years Jim & Jackie have had 

together to grow in their 

knowledge of each other and of 

You. 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE - AUGUST 

Join us each Sunday in August for worship, learning, fellowship, and special events! 
 

Sunday, August 16 — TWO SERVICES 

New members will be recognized during the early service, and cake will be served in the narthex 

following the service. 

• 8:30 AM — Traditional Divine Service 

• 10:00 AM — Education Hour 

• 11:00 AM — Modern Divine Service 

Sunday, August 23 — TWO SERVICES 

• 8:30 AM — Traditional Divine Service 

• 10:00 AM — Education Hour 

• 11:00 AM — Modern Divine Service  

Sunday, August 30 — ONE SERVICE 

A potluck will be held in the gym following the service. 

• 9:00 AM — Education Hour 

• 10:00 AM — One Divine Service 

• 11:15 AM — Potluck 

 

We look forward to worshiping and fellowshipping with you throughout August! 
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In Our Prayers 
 

Carol Feagins – continue to pray for her as she undergoes chemotherapy; pray 

for her white blood cells to stay high enough to administer the chemo. 

 

Carole Weygand – pray for our dear sister in Christ as she has been moved to 

Clarehouse for hospice care. May God give Carole peace and bless her as she 

prepares to spend eternity praising Him; also pray for Carole’s family. 

 

Pastor Braun and family 

 

For Our Armed Forces 

 

Immanuel’s Visioning Process – pray for our Elders, Staff, our elected leaders, 

and for us as a congregation to know God’s vision for us and that we will be 

inspired to pursue it. 

 

Those with Health Concerns – Matt Hagans, Loretta Herzberger 

 

Those with cancer – Allen Beaird, Michelle Craig, Donna D., Jill Duran, Carol 

Feagins, Earl Franklin, Mike Hays, Mark Holcomb, Allen Hufford, Holly Johnson, 

Lyle Johnson, Shirley Kirkpatrick, Jackie Oestreich, Jonathan Schultz, Gary Siftar, 

Carrie Ann Swaim, Theresa, Ellen Vester, Lois Wegner, Carole Weygand, Woody 

Wicker 

 

Missionary work: Rev. Christian and Gudula Tiews serving in the Eurasia 

Region; Ben Helge serving in the Czech Republic; Josh Lange and family, working 

with CWEF in Shanghai; Bob & Chris Prouty serving in Australia; Rev. Jason and 

Anna Marie Steffenson will be serving in Italy. Rev. Bryan and Deaconess Keah 

Payne serving in Shinyanga, Tanzania. 

 
A Prayer for Sunday School 

Father, let our Sunday School teachers and students be blessed this coming week as 

they pray, learn, and give thanks for growing in their knowledge of Your salvation. Le 

the Bible lessons and verses shared in class put down roots in their hearts so they may 

recall them in times of trouble, sickness, and doubt and be sustained by them 

throughout their lives. Hear all classroom prayers. In Jesus’ holy name. Amen.  
Portals of Prayer 2026 
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MITES IN ACTION 

Dear Congregation, 
 

Thank you for faithfully contributing 

your spare change each month to the 

Mite Box collection. Your generosity 

is making a meaningful difference in 

the life and ministry of our church. 

Because of your continued support, 

we have been able to make needed 

upgrades to the Luther Hall Chapel 

and the classrooms in that area. 

These improvements help create a 

more welcoming, useful, and 

uplifting space for worship, learning, and fellowship. 

We are grateful for every coin, every gift, and every heart behind these contributions. Thank 

you for showing how small acts of giving can add up to a lasting blessing for our church 

family. 

Immanuel’s Grant totaled $14,219.00, which allowed us to totally upgrade the chapel and 

classrooms. This grant was the most received by any of the 22 grant submissions in 

Oklahoma. 
 

Luke 21:1-4  And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasure, and he saw 
also a certain poor widow putting in two mites. So He said, “Truly I say to you that this poor 
widow has put in more than all; for all these out of their abundance have put in offerings for 
God, but she out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that she had.” 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church’s Lutheran Women in Mission 
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August 16th  

Life Quote: 

“The message 

concerning the work and person of Christ is 

meant to bring joy to the sorrowing and 

light to those in the darkness. The light of 

God’s mercy shines into the darkest of 

situations; the Holy Spirit guides people to 

confess their sins and brings forgiveness to 

those who have participated in abortions, 

pointed people to end their own lives, or 

suggested that someone be harmed in 

some other way.” Rev. Dennis Norby, Grace 

Free Lutheran Church, Valley City, North 

Dakota – A Life Quote from Lutherans For 

Life • lutheransforlife.org 

 

Today’s Life Thought –August 16: “Thus 

says the LORD: Keep justice, and do righteousness …” (Isaiah 56:1, 7)! Keep justice for 

innocent unborn babies and for every human life, dear Christian friends. “For God has 

consigned all to disobedience, that He may have mercy on all” (Romans 11:32). All have 

sinned and fallen short—every age, every ability, every race, both genders—and God has had 

mercy on all in Christ our crucified and risen Lord of life! Let us pray for His mercy, along with 

the Canaanite woman’s cry for her daughter (Matthew 21:22), even when we don’t receive an 

answer to our for-life prayers right away.  
 

Life Thoughts in the Church Year are designed to help pastors and congregations see the 
church year through the lens of the sanctity of human life. Life Thoughts are based on the 
appointed readings from Lutheran Service Book using the Three-Year Lectionary. 

 

Lutherans For Life believes that the Church is compelled by God’s Word to speak and act on 

behalf of those who are vulnerable and defenseless. The crisis of our times is the repudiation of 

biblical truth manifested in the wanton destruction of innocent human life through legalized 

abortion-on-demand and the growing threat to the lives of others through legalized assisted 

suicide and euthanasia. Therefore, as Lutherans For Life, we will strive to give a Gospel-

motivated witness to the Church and society on these and other related issues, such as chastity, 

post-abortion healing, and family living. We will call God’s people to compassionate action and 

foster life-affirming alternatives for those facing difficult situations. 

Visit www.lutheransforlife.org for more information. 

 

 

http://www.lutheransforlife.org/

