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Welcome! We are glad that you have joined us to celebrate the birth of the 

Christ child.  

 Restrooms: We have numerous facilities.  Please ask an usher for 
assistance. 

 Infants Room If you have a young child or nursing infant and are in need 
of a cry-room, you will find it off of the narthex. 

 Prayer before worship Father, open my heart to hear and believe your 
word, so that through faith your Son may take his rightful place not just in 
the manger, but also within my heart. In his name I pray. Amen. 

 

Christmas Day          December 25, 2022 

WORSHIP THEME 
Welcome to our Christmas Day service here at St. John’s!  On Christmas we 
marvel, and stand in wonder, that our God became one of us.  Jesus is the Lord 
who has taken on human flesh and was placed in a manger.  It is fitting to praise 
our God and marvel at this great mystery, so thank you for being here.  In 
addition to special music, there will also be a couple of special things in this 
service.  The Gospel (today about the Word becoming flesh and dwelling 
among us) will be read among us – from the aisle in the middle of church, 
symbolizing the truth that Jesus came among us to save us.  We will also 
celebrate Holy Communion today.  The Lord’s Supper is especially fitting on 
Christmas since in it Jesus still comes to us in a special way to give us his body 
and blood (the very body and blood he took on when he became one of us and 
then shed on the cross) and with it the promise of forgiveness, life and 
salvation.  The Lord bless our time together today with his presence and peace. 
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Hymn     Joy Has Dawned with Angels We Have Heard on High (CW 352 & 346:3) 
 
 8 measure introduction 
1 Joy has dawned upon the world, 

    promised from creation— 
God’s salvation now unfurled, 
    hope for ev’ry nation. 
Not with fanfares from above, 
    not with scenes of glory, 
but a humble gift of love— 
    Jesus born of Mary. 

  4 measure interlude 

2 Sounds of wonder fill the sky 
    with the songs of angels 
as the mighty Prince of life 
    shelters in a stable. 
Hands that set each star in place, 
    shaped the earth in darkness, 
cling now to a mother’s breast, 
    vuln’rable and helpless. 

  4 measure interlude 
 
3 Shepherds bow before the Lamb, 

    gazing at the glory. 
Gifts of men from distant lands 
    prophesy the story: 
gold—a king is born today; 
    incense—God is with us; 
myrrh—his death will make a 
way, 
    and by his blood he’ll win us. 

  8 measure interlude 
 

4 Son of Adam, Son of heav’n, 
    given as a ransom; 
reconciling God and man, 
    Christ, our mighty champion! 
What a Savior! What a friend! 
    What a glorious myst’ry! 
Once a babe in Bethlehem, 
    now the Lord of hist’ry. 

 Glo-ria in excelsis Deo; 
    glo-ria in excelsis Deo. 

  3 measure interlude 
 

5 Come to Bethlehem and see 
    him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 
    Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  

 Glo-ria in excelsis Deo; glo-ria in excelsis Deo. 
Joy Has Dawned Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974   Text: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: 
OneLicense no. 720071 
Angels We Have Heart on High Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, Part 2, 1862, alt.; French  Text: Public domain 

+ CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP + 
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Stand 
 
Invocation    
 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen.  

 Almighty God, heavenly Father, from all eternity You planned our salvation, 
promised it through Your holy prophets, and fulfilled it when You lovingly sent Your 
Son into the world. 

 We thank and praise you this joyful Christmas morning. 

 Dearest Jesus, Babe of Bethlehem, You set aside Your eternal glory and You were 
born into this world as the Child of the Virgin Mary.  Thus You began the work by 
which You would both live and die for us. 

 We thank and praise you this joyful Christmas morning. 

 O Holy Spirit, You have worked in our hearts to believe that Jesus is both true God 
and true man.  By faith we now receive the eternal benefits of Jesus' work. 

 We thank and praise you this joyful Christmas morning. 

 Let us also confess our sins: 
 We know that Christ Jesus was born this day to redeem the world from sin.  

We confess that we too are sinners, lost and condemned by birth.  We have 
sinned in thoughts, words and deeds.  We have done the evil you forbid and 
have avoided the good you command.  We repent of our sins and pray, Dear 
Father, that you would have mercy on us, because of the obedience and death 
of our brother in the flesh, your son, Jesus Christ.  Forgive what is past, and 
by the power of the Holy Spirit move us to serve you more faithfully.   

 God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has sent His Son into the 
world as the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore as a called servant of the Word, 
and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen.  

 The works of the Lord are great and glorious; His name is worthy of praise. 
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Song of Mary  
Magnificat 
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The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh may set us free from our 
old bondage under the yoke of sin; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 
 

First Reading Isaiah 52:7–10 

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of a herald, who proclaims peace and preaches 
good news, who proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God is king!” 8 The voice of 
your watchmen—they lift up their voices. Together they shout for joy, because with both 
eyes they will see it when the LORD returns to Zion. 9 Break out, shout for joy together, you 
ruins of Jerusalem, because the LORD is comforting his people. He is redeeming Jerusalem. 
10 The LORD lays bare his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the 
earth will see the salvation from our God.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  

Choir “Christmastime” 
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Second Reading Hebrews 1:1–9 
In the past, God spoke to our forefathers by the prophets at many times and in many ways. 
2 In these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, 
and through whom he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the 
exact imprint of the divine nature. He sustains all things by his powerful word. After he had 
provided purification for sins, he took his seat at the right hand of the Majesty on high. 4 

The Son became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is more 
excellent than theirs. 5 For to which of the angels did God ever say: You are my Son. Today 
I have begotten you? And again: I will be his Father, and he will be my Son. 6 And again, 
when he brought his firstborn into the world, he said: Let all God’s angels worship him. 7 

About the angels he says: He makes his messengers winds and his ministers flaming fire. 8 

But about the Son he says: God, your throne is forever and ever, and the scepter of 
righteousness is the scepter of your kingdom. 9 You have loved righteousness and hated 
wickedness. Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of joy beyond your 
companions.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

Gospel John 1:1–14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him everything was made, and without him not 
one thing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of 
mankind. 5 The light is shining in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6 

There was a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as an eyewitness to 
testify about the light so that everyone would believe through him. 8 He was not the light, 
but he came to testify about the light. 9 The real light that shines on everyone was coming 
into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not recognize him. 11 He came to what was his own, yet his own people did not accept 
him. 12 But to all who did receive him, to those who believe in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God. 13 They were born, not of blood, or of the desire of the flesh, or of 
a husband’s will, but born of God. 14The Word became flesh and dwelled among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory he has as the only-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 
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Hymn of the Day Of the Father’s Love Begotten (CW 358)
  

Sermon              John 1:1-14 

 
Stand 
 
Confession of Faith                  melody: God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 
 
1.  We all believe in one true God,  
 The Father of great might, 
 Who formed all things on earth below 
 And in the heaven's height. 
 In love he promised fallen man 
 A rescue from sin's night. 
 Now praise we our God, 
 The Three-In-One, Three-In-One, 
 Now praise we our God, 
 The Three-In-One! 

2.  We trust in Jesus Christ, his Son, 
 The Babe of Bethlehem! 
 He died to free us from all sin, 
 Was raised to life again. 
 He rules at God the Father's side, 
 The Lord of earth and heav'n. 
 Now praise we our God, 
 The Three-In-One, Three-In-One, 
 Now praise we our God, 
 The Three-In-One! 

 
3.  The Holy Spirit we confess, 
 He gives to us God’s grace. 
 He sows faith in the hearts of men 
 That we may see God's face. 
 He keeps us safe within his care 
 Till heav'n, that blessed place. 
 Now praise we our God, 
 The Three-In-One, Three-In-One, 
 Now praise we our God, 
 The Three-In-One! 

Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 
Eternal Father, we give you thanks and praise on this holy day for sending your one and 
only Son to share our humanity, carry our guilt, and become for us the perfect Lamb who 
takes away the sin of the world. 
Lord, we praise you.  
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Keep our faith in your Son alive and strong. Nourish us with your Word and sacraments 
and by your Holy Spirit give us strength to overcome Satan’s power and empty promises. 
Help us to withstand the temptations the world and our sinful nature put on our path.  
Give us faith and courage. 
  
Remember ministers of the gospel throughout the world who on this day are proclaiming 
that a Savior has been born. We especially commend to your care the missionaries we 
have called as members of the Wisconsin Synod. Since they cannot enjoy the fellowship of 
their extended families this Christmas, grant to them the inner joy that comes with service 
in your kingdom. 
Protect all those who proclaim the gospel in our place. 
  
We pray for our city and countryside, for our neighborhoods and subdivisions, and for all 
who live and work and find delight here. Give to the leaders of government wisdom to 
make and uphold laws that promote the good of society. Grant our nation peace, health, 
and prosperity that we may have the opportunity and resources to spread the good news 
to all people. 
Govern and prosper your people. 
  
Fill us with kindness and arouse us to do good to all people, especially those who are less 
fortunate than we. Bring your healing to those who are sick or diseased in body or mind 
and comfort those who are mourning the death of someone they love. [Keep in your 
care…here name the person and the cause of the petition.] We especially pray for brothers 
and sisters who are setting aside their celebration today to care for the sick and stand at 
the side of the dying. 
Sustain those who endure the troubles of life. 
  
Be a source of strength to all your people and fill them with your power and peace. If any 
are among us today who have lost the true meaning of this festival, let them rediscover the 
joy that comes from Christ alone. 
Let your peace reign in the hearts of all. 
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.  
  
Silent prayer 
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As you sent your Son to bring peace to all people on earth, so we pray for all people, those 
known and those unknown to us. 
We pray through Jesus Christ our Lord who taught us to pray 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

Offering & Connect Card 

1.  During this time, our ushers will be taking an offering.  We also offer 
online giving on our app/website or scan the QR Code.  If you are a guest or 
visitor, please do not feel obligated to participate in the offering. Thank you!  

 
2.  Visitors and guests, please fill out the Connect Card located in 
your pew.  You may complete it and place it in the offering plate or give it to an 
usher.  The connect card is also available electronically on our app under “Check 
In” on the homepage.  Thank you! 
  

 
Stand 

Offering Hymn                   What Child Is This (CW 344:1&3) 
 

The Sacrament 

Preface CW 199 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  (spoken) 

  Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up to the Lord.   

  



12 
 

Holy Communion expresses our oneness in faith and confession. To commune with us is 
the same as declaring, “I believe everything this church teaches.” Before communing 

together, we need to study God’s Word together to ensure that we are united in belief and 
confession. Therefore, we respectfully ask other Christians to receive instruction before 

communing with us. We welcome to the Lord’s Table those who confess unity in faith with 
us by their membership in another congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod (WELS). If you have any questions about our practice, please speak to one of the 

pastors after the service. 

 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give him thanks and praise.   

  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us 
 with every spiritual blessing.  In the past he spoke to us through the prophets, but 
 in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, who is the radiance of his glory.  
 Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 
 authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise 
 and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

Hymn Response          Now Sing We, Now Rejoice (CW 363:1&4) 
 

Words of Institution 
  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

 given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
 my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
 of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
 forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
  Amen.  (spoken) 

 
Hymn Response                 O Little Town of Bethlehem (CW 333:3-4) 
 

Be Seated  
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Distribution 

Distribution Hymn From Heaven Above to Earth I Come (CW 331)
  

 
Stand 

Hymn of Thankfulness                  Let All Together Praise Our God (CW 355: 1&6) 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to 
share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace 
in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and 
minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Be Seated  

Closing Hymn  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (CW 350) 
Organ with Brass Choir.  We will conclude with a resounding “Amen!” 
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Merry Christmas! 

The Faculty and Staff at St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church and School wish 
each of you a very blessed Christmas.  We wish to thank each of you for the 
many prayers, well wishes, good cheer, and faithful service you have given to 
your congregation.  May God bless and keep you, not only at Christmastime, 

but every day of your life. 
Son of Adam, Son of heav’n, 
given as a ransom; 
reconciling God and man, 
Christ, our mighty champion! 
What a Savior! What a friend! 
What a glorious myst’ry! 
Once a babe in Bethlehem, 
now the Lord of hist’ry. (CW 352:4) 
 

http://www.canva.com/
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