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God on Trial:  Accusations 
Opening Hymn Supplement 738      “In Hopelessness and Near Despair” 
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Please stand 
 
Confession of Sins 
In the name of our God, to whom all hearts are open and from whom no secrets 
are hidden. 
Amen. 
 
I confess that I am by nature sinful. 
I am guilty of many sins. 
I am distressed by the sins that trouble me. 
For all this I am sorry. I pray for forgiveness. 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love. 
 
Jesus says to his people, “If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven.” His 
death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. Do you 
believe this? 
Yes, I believe. 
 
By the authority of Christ, I forgive you your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  
 
Please be seated 
 

First Reading           Job 40:1,2; 42:1-6 EHV 
The LORD responded to Job and said: 
Will the one who makes charges against the Almighty 
    dare to correct him? 
The one who accuses God should make his case!... 
Job responded to the LORD. He said: 
I know that you can do all things. 
No purpose of yours can be thwarted. 
You asked, “Who is this who spreads darkness over my plans 
    with his ignorant words?” 



4 

 

I have made statements about things I did not understand, 
things too wonderful for me to know. 
You said, “Listen now and I will speak. 
I will ask you questions, and you will inform me.” 
My ear heard about you. 
Now my eyes see you. 
So I despise myself. 
I repent in dust and ashes. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 51a           “Be Merciful, O Lord” 

 

 
  
Have mercy on / me, O God, 
    according to your un- / failing love; 
        according to your great com- / passion 
            blot out my trans- / gressions. 
  
Wash away all my in- / iquity 
    and cleanse me / from my sin. 
        For I know my trans- / gressions, 
            and my sin is always be- / fore me.   Refrain 
  



5 

 

Against you, you only, / have I sinned 
    and done what is evil / in your sight. 
        Surely I was sin- / ful at birth, 
            sinful from the time my mother con- / ceived me. 
  
Cleanse me with hyssop, and I / will be clean; 
    wash me, and I will be whit- / er than snow. 
        Hide your face / from my sins 
            and blot out all my in- / iquity. 
  
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
        as it was in the be- / ginning, 
            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

Tune: Mark Haas   Setting: Mark Haas   Music: © 2014 Mark Haas. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 720071 

 

Psalm Prayer 
Lord, we confess our sins to you and plead for your mercy. We acknowledge that 
sin runs too deep in our nature for us ever to rid ourselves of it, but we thank you 
that Jesus has done what we could not do, washing us clean of every stain. We 
plead that your Spirit would give us the strength to live a new life; through Christ 
our Lord.  
Amen. 

Second Reading Revelation 3:1–3 EHV 
To the messenger of the church in Sardis write: 
The one who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars says this: 
I know your works. You have a reputation for being alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake 
up, and strengthen what is left, which is about to die, for I have found that your 
works are not complete in the sight of my God. 3 Therefore remember what you 
received and heard. Hold on to it and repent! If you do not wake up, I will come 
like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come upon you. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Special Anthem   
Grades 5-8   3:30 PM  “Jesus Your Blood and Righteousness” 
Adult Choir  6:30 PM   “Lamb of God” 

 
Please stand 

Gospel Luke 12:13–21 EHV 
13 Someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” 14 But Jesus said to him, “Man, who appointed me to be a 
judge or an arbitrator over you?” 
15 Then he said to them, “Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because a 
man’s life is not measured by how many possessions he has.” 
16 He told them a parable: “The land of a certain rich man produced very well. 17 He 
was thinking to himself, ‘What will I do, because I do not have anywhere to store 
my crops?’ 18 He said, ‘This is what I will do. I will pull down my barns and build 
bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and goods. 19 And I will tell my soul, 
“Soul, you have many goods stored up for many years. Take it easy. Eat, drink, and 
be merry.”’ 
20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night your soul will be demanded from you. 
Now who will get what you have prepared?’ 
21 “That is how it will be for anyone who stores up treasure for himself and is not 
rich toward God.” 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Please be seated 
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Hymn of the Day  396      “Christ, the Life of All the Living” 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise thee 

    that from pain I might be free; 
falsely did thy foes accuse thee: 
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    thence I gain security. 
Comfortless thy soul did languish 
me to comfort in my anguish. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    dearest Jesus, unto thee. 

 
6 Thou hast suffered great affliction 

    and hast borne it patiently, 
even death by crucifixion, 
    fully to atone for me. 
Thou didst choose to be tormented 
that my doom should be prevented. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    dearest Jesus, unto thee. 

 
7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 

    for thy sorrows deep and sore, 
for thine anguish in the garden, 
    I will thank thee evermore, 
thank thee for thy groaning, sighing, 
for thy bleeding and thy dying, 
    for that last triumphant cry 
    and shall praise thee, Lord, on high. 
Text: Ernst C. Homburg, 1605–1681, abr.; (sts. 1–2, 5, 7): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; (sts. 3–4, 6): tr. Evangelical Lutheran 
Hymn-Book, 1912, alt.   Tune: Das grosse Cantional, Darmstadt, 1687, alt.   Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
Sermon              Job 40:1,2; 42:1-6 

God on Trial:  Accusations 
 
 
Please stand 
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Confession of Faith   Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all 
things were made.  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 
human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered 
death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe 
in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come. Amen. 

Please be seated 
 
Prayer 

 
Offering 
 
Please stand 
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Offering Hymn CW’93 113 v. 5   “Upon the Cross Extended” 
5  Your cords of love, my Savior,  
Bind me to you forever; 
I am no longer mine. 
To you I gladly tender  
All that my life can render 
And all I have to you resign. 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76, abr.; tr. John Kelly, 1833–90, alt. 

 

The Sacrament 

Preface 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of 
the cross so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be 
overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 
your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 
your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he 
has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 
    By his incarnation, he became one with us. 
    By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
    By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
    By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 
Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 
repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 
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preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 
glory everlasting. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God 
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Be seated 
 

Distribution 
If you are visiting today, we ask you to speak to the pastor before communing. Here at St. 
John’s we follow the historic and scriptural practice of closed Communion (sometimes 
called member Communion). 
Holy Communion expresses our oneness in faith and confession. To commune with us is 
the same as declaring, “I believe everything this church teaches.” Before communing 
together, we need to study God’s Word together to ensure that we are united in belief and 
confession. Therefore, we respectfully ask other Christians to receive instruction before 
communing with us. We welcome to the Lord’s Table those who confess unity in faith 
with us by their membership in another congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod (WELS or ELS). If you have any questions about our practice, please 
speak to one of the pastors after the service. 
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Hymn 670       “I Come, O Savior, to Your Table” 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Your holy heart has one obsession, 

    one blessèd thing it burns to do— 
to cleanse the sinner from transgression; 
    so I, a sinner, come to you. (Refrain) 

 
6 My soul is burdened; Lord, relieve me, 

    by all this weight of sin oppressed! 
Though sinful, yet, in grace receive me 
    and feed me as your grateful guest. (Refrain) 
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7 Within me, Lord, your vision traces 
    a heart of deep humility 
that mourns its sin and yet embraces 
    the merit you have earned for me. (Refrain) 

8 By faith I call your holy table 
    the testament of your deep love, 
for by your gift I now am able 
    to know the heart of God above. (Refrain) 

9 This meal with blessing is abounding: 
    to poor ones wealth, to weak ones pow’r, 
to angels joy, to hell confounding, 
    and life for me in death’s dark hour. (Refrain) 

10 My heart has now become your dwelling, 
    O blessèd, holy Trinity. 
With angels I, your praises telling, 
    shall live in joy eternally. (Refrain) 
Text: Friedrich C. Heyder, 1677–1754, abr.; (sts. 1, Ref, 2, 4, 8–10): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; (sts. 3, 5–7): tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, Leipzig, 1756 
Text (sts. 1, Ref, 2, 4, 8–10): © 1941 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 3, 5–7): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 
720071   Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We 
pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for 
one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated 

Closing Hymn  393          “Savior, When in Dust to You” 
Choir sings vs. 1-2, Congregation sings vs. 3-4 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: Robert Grant, 1779–1838, abr., alt.   Tune: Joseph Parry, 1841–1903   Text and tune: Public domain 
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Pastor:  David Brandt                      Organist: Matthew Lober 
Songs are reprinted under Onelicense.net A-720071 and CCLI License 11520516* The Holy Bible, 

Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 
www.wartburgproject.org * The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Is 41:1–16). Grand 

Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Artwork from www.shutterstock.com, used with permission, license 
#176535422 or ChurchArt Pro, license #74051531.  © 2023 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights 

reserved. 

 

You are invited to attend a special  

Lenten Meal hosted by our  

St. John’s Adult Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

MENU 

Hot Turkey Sandwiches 

along with various salads, chips, pickles, and ice cream 

There is a free-will offering to help offset the cost of the meal and to 
support our Adult Choir in their ministry by purchasing new 

music.  Donations may be given with cash/check at the meal or on 
our website and app (enter “Adult Choir” into the memo line).    

http://www.wartburgproject.org/
http://www.shutterstock.com/

