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Third Sunday in Advent   December 8-11, 2022 
304 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied CW 304 

Stand 
 

Invocation 

  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
  Amen. 

  We rejoice, heavenly Father, that you have stirred up your might and have come to  
  save us. 
  Our spiritual eyes turn toward Bethlehem, the birthplace of your Son, as  
  foretold by the prophet Micah. 

  We accept with joy the fulfillment of your prophecy. 
  As John the Baptist recognized your Son before he was born, help us also to  
  recognize him as your Son and our Savior. 

  In a most marvelous manner, you prepared a sacrifice for our sins in the womb of the  
  Virgin Mary. 
  Send us your Holy Spirit that we may truly believe and accept this miracle of  
  your love. 

  As we anticipate with joy the celebration of his birth, 
  Grant us your grace that we may see in him the greatness of your love for us.   
  Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution 

  Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another 

  Silence for self-examination 

  We confess, almighty God, that we have wandered and strayed from your ways like  
  lost sheep. 
  We have followed our own ways and the desires of our hearts instead of your  
  will and way. 
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  We have broken your commandments and neglected your righteous decrees. 
  We have offended you, our mighty and eternal God. 

  There is no health in us. 
  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

  For the sake of your great mercy, O Lord, forgive us. Spare us the just punishment our 
  sins deserve according to your promises declared to us in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
  And grant that for his sake, we may live sober, upright and godly  lives to the  
  glory of your holy name. Amen. 

  God, our heavenly Father, has taken away your guilt and punishment. Because of the  
  living and dying of God’s appointed Lamb, our Lord Jesus Christ, he has forgiven you  
  and restored you  to your Father’s house. May God grant you peace and joy as you  
  await his return from heaven to gather his people home.  
  Amen. 

Advent Litany  

   We light three Advent candles, remembering Jesus, the light of the world.  He came to 
 cast out the prince of darkness. 
  We remember Jesus who came in answer to his people’s prayers.  John 
 proclaimed him the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

   We hear his call and rejoice. 
  We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and confidence. 

   Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
   Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
 
Three Advent candles are lit as the congregation sings. 

Congregational Response    Joy Has Dawned v 1&3  

 

The Word 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty 
deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts, and fill us with your light; for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

First Reading Isaiah 35 
The wilderness and the desert will be glad. The wasteland of the Arabah will rejoice and 
blossom like a crocus. 2 It will bloom lavishly, and there will be great joy and singing. The 
glory of Lebanon will be given to it. It will be excellent like Carmel and Sharon. They will 
see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak hands, and make 
the shaky knees steady. 4 Tell those who have a fearful heart: Be strong. Do not be afraid. 
Look! Your God will come with vengeance. With God’s own retribution, he will come and 
save you. 5 Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, and the ears of the deaf will be 
unplugged. 6 The crippled will leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy. 
Waters will flow in the wilderness, and streams in the wasteland. 7 The burning sand will 
become a pool, and in the thirsty ground there will be springs of water. There will be grass, 
reeds, and rushes where the haunts of jackals once lay. 8 A highway will be there, a road that 
will be called the holy way. The impure will not walk there. It will be reserved for those who 
walk in that holy way. Wicked fools will not wander onto it. 9 No lion will be there, nor will 
any ferocious animal go up on it. They will not be found there, but only the redeemed will 
walk there. 10 Then those ransomed by the LORD will return. They will enter Zion with a 
joyful shout, and everlasting joy will crown their heads. Happiness and joy will overtake 
them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Special Music  
Junior Choir     9:30 AM    "O Jesus, Grant Me Hope and Comfort" 
Adult Choir      10:30 AM   “Come, Messiah!” 
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Second Reading James 5:7–11 
Therefore, brothers, be patient until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for 
the valuable harvest from the ground, patiently waiting for it, until it receives the early and 
late rain. 8 You be patient too. Strengthen your hearts because the coming of the Lord is 
near. 9 Do not complain about one another, brothers, so that you will not be judged. Look! 
The Judge is standing at the doors! 10 Brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of 
the Lord as an example of suffering with patient endurance. 11 See, we consider those who 
endured to be blessed. You have heard of the patient endurance of Job and have seen what 
the Lord did in the end, because the Lord is especially compassionate and merciful.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Stand 

Gospel Matthew 11:2–11 
While John the Baptist was in prison, he heard about the things Christ was doing. He sent 
two of his disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the Coming One or should we wait for someone 
else?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go, report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive 
sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
and the gospel is preached to the poor. 6 Blessed is the one who does not take offense at 
me.” 7 As these two were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the crowds about John. “What did 
you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What did you go out to 
see? A man dressed in soft clothing? No, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 
9 So what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you! And he is much more than a 
prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, ‘Look, I am sending my messenger ahead 
of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 11 Amen I tell you: Among those born of 
women there has not appeared anyone greater than John the Baptist. Yet whoever is least 
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 

519 There Is a Redeemer CW 519 
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Sermon Matthew 11:2–11 

 
Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
Be seated 
 

Prayer of the Church & Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
Offering 
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Stand 

717 What Is the World to Me CW 717 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.; Georg M. Pfefferkorn, 1645–1732, abr. 
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
The Sacrament 

Preface    (spoken) CW 199 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution               sing to the melody of “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord, Are We” 
♫  The night Lord Jesus was betrayed  
He took the bread, and when He’d prayed.   
He broke and gave them of the bread  
And unto His disciples said:  

“Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.” 

♫ Then, when the sacred meal was o’er,  
Our blessed Savior spoke once more:  
He offered thanks, and lifted up,  
To give to all, the blessed cup:  

“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out 
for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 

♫  O Lamb of God, You take away  
the sin of all; now hear us pray,  
And grant us from our sin release: 
Have mercy on us! Grant us peace!  

 
 
Be seated 

Distribution 

805 Eternal Father, Strong to Save CW 805 sts. 1–4 
Hymn requested by Paul and Sharon Schmidt in memory of Dennis Druecke. 

305 Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates CW 305 
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Stand 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to 
share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace 
in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and 
minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

313 Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes CW 313 
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Join us next as we complete our  
Advent Celebration! (Part 4 of 4) 
This time of year it is so easy to get caught up in the 
beautiful trappings of Christmas and forget why 
this birth had to take place. Mankind fell into sin 
and can do nothing to shake off its burden. Since 
the Garden, there has been only one plan to do 
that: God would take on flesh and blood. To do what mankind could 
not do—remove all the burdens of sin—God became man. Join us to 
learn about Jesus as Immanuel. 

Food Drive:  During this challenging year, it is more important 
than ever to support our local food pantries.  Would you 
consider donating to help those in need?  St. John’s food drive 
ends this Sunday, December 11.  Proceeds will go local food 
pantries.  They are accepting non-expired non-perishable food 
items and monetary gifts.  Please consider participating and 
bringing your donation to any campus. 

Adopt a Seminary Family for Christmas! 
The St. John’s Ladies Aid is happy to again be sponsoring a seminary family this 
Christmas and as in the past we invite the members of St. John’s to be part of 
this annual Christmas gifting opportunity. We have been given the name of a 
deserving family by the Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary staff. A little bit about the 
family - John Wendland and his wife Taylor met while in China while serving for 
Asia Lutheran Seminary and Friends of China respectively, and John is now a 
first-year student at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary. They have 2 children 
Konstantin (4) and Sophia (2). If you would like to participate, you’ll find a tree in 
the St. John’s Juneau narthex with their gift ideas on snowflakes hanging from 
the tree. Take the snowflake with you and once you purchase the item wrap it, 
include a card with Christmas wishes if you like or it can be anonymous, and 
bring it to church no later than 11:30am Sunday, December 18th. There will be a 
gift drop box in the St. John’s Juneau narthex. (To find out more about the 
Wendland family please see the letter posted by the gift tree.) What a blessing it 
is to be able to help this young family working on their way into the ministry! 
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2023 Offering Envelopes:  Your 2023 St. John’s offering envelopes are 
available for pickup now!  Envelopes are located in the fellowship hall at the 
Juneau Campus and in the narthex at our Salem-Lowell Campus.  If you 
regularly attend our Horicon Campus, please email the church office at 
church@stjohnsjuneau.org to request an envelope be sent to our Horicon 
Campus.   Don’t see an envelope for yourself?  Please sign your name on the 
sheet and an envelope packet will be ready for you to pick up the next week.  
Thank you! 

2023 Calendars are available!  St. John’s was given 2023 calendars for our 
members/friends to utilize this next year.  Please pick up a calendar or more in 
the narthex and share them with your loved ones! 

Clickers Needed:  St. John’s is looking for volunteers to help “click” the remotes 
through our services for our screens.  Please see the signup sheet in the narthex 
if you would like to volunteer.  If you have any questions, please contact Char 
Lober (920-219-0122).  

Call for an Associate Pastor:  St. John’s will have a special call meeting this 
Sunday, December 11th at 6:30 pm at our Juneau Campus to call for as 
Associate Pastor.  Please keep our congregation in your prayers as we humbly 
ask Him to provide us with a new associate pastor.  

Poinsettias:  Once again, 35 poinsettias have been ordered from Robin’s 
Countryside Gardens to be purchased by members for the Juneau Campus this 
Christmas. The cost for the plant is $15. If you would like 
to donate a poinsettia to church for the Christmas season, 
please see the sign-up sheet in the Juneau narthex or call 
the church office by December 18th. 

Snow Removal:  It’s not too early to start thinking about snow removal!  If you’d 
like to help this year, please signup in the narthex or call our church office.  
Thank you! 
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Family in Need: 
St. John’s has a “Giving Tree” this Christmas at our Juneau Campus for those in 
need in our church and community. Our members have the opportunity to 
purchase needed items. Please see the “Giving Tree” in the Juneau narthex.  If 
you are interested in participating, please take a tag off the tree and purchase 
that item and return the gift (along with the tag from the tree) to the Juneau 
Campus by December 18th.  Thank you! 

Area WELS Seniors  You are invited to a potluck dinner at Friedens in Randolph 
on Tuesday, December 13.  The meal starts at 12:00 in the church 
basement.  After the meal, we will head upstairs for a holiday sing-along.  All are 
welcome to join us.  Friedens is on the south side of Randolph.  This will be the 
final gathering until spring.   

 
WLS Seminary Choir Concert 
Sunday, December 11th at 3:00 & 7:00pm 
St. John’s School Christmas Concert 
Monday, December 12th, at 1:30pm & 
7:00pm - gym 
Luther Preparatory School Christmas 
Concerts 
Sunday, December 11, at 3:00pm 
Thursday, December 15, at 10:00am - gym 
Lakeside Lutheran High School’s 
Christmas Concert 
Sunday, December 18th, at 4:00pm - gym 
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Volunteers (12/8-12/11) 
Greeters: 
6:30 PM Tim, Jill, and Maddy Weisensel Family  
8:00 AM Dan & Barb Zank, Tiffany Cina, Randy & Fran Mohr Family 
10:30 AM  Deb Wolter, Char Lober, Dan and Phyliss Wegener 
Communion Assistants: 
6:30 PM     Pastor and Tim Weisensel  
8:00 AM Rick Cody, Harold Zastrow, Mike Krebs, Dave Meister 
9:30 AM Pastors and Paul Metzger  
10:30 AM  Earl Pamperin, Ryan Kummerow, Jeff Greenwald, Bill Luebke 
Ushers: 
6:30 PM Lee Weiss, Dylan Stegner  
8:00 AM Chuck Wolfram, Bruce Soldner, Nick Voigt, Rick Cody 
9:30 AM   Ken Leistico Wyatt Stowell, Oscar Stowell, Larry Westenberg 
10:30 AM Rick Leissring, Blake Tonn, Blake Tonn II 
 
Snow Removal: (Week of 12/12)  
Team 4     Mark and Andrew Buelter 

 

 

Christmas Cards:  Our St. John’s Ladies Aid is again selling Christmas Cards.  
If you are interested in purchasing a box or more, please see the cards in the 
Juneau church basement.  Please deposit cash or check (payable to St. John’s 
Ladies Aid) into the box. Thank you! 
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Statistics  11/24-11/27 
Offerings given to our Lord 
General  $16,337.96 
Debt  $110.00 
Improvement $71.00 
Lakeside  $193.95 
Missions  $781.90  
Total   $17,494.81 
 
Attendance 
Thanksgiving 234 (140, 94) 
Nov 26-27  296 (31, 138, 44, 83) 
409 (66, 30, 78, 68, 167)  
  
At our Voter’s Meeting, our 
congregation approved a weekly budget 
with an average total of $19,490 
(includes General, Lakeside and 
Missions) needed every week.  Since the 
beginning of 2022, our congregation 
has gone from zero debt to drawing a 
total of $104,951.45 from the line of 
credit.  Please continue to support St. 
John’s through your time, talents, 
treasures, and prayers.  Thank you! 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
Sunday (12/11) Food Drive ends today 
Worship    8:00 & 10:30 AM – J  
Worship   9:30 AM – SL 
Bible Class  8:15 AM – SL; 9:30 AM - J 
Sunday School  8:30 AM – SL, 9:15 AM – J 
Call Meeting  6:30 PM - J 
 
Monday (12/12) 
Readings Bible Class 6:30 PM – J 
 
Tuesday (12/13) 
Old Testament Bible Class 6:30 PM – J 
 
Wednesday (12/14) 
Confirmation  5:00 PM - J 
Church Council  6:30 PM – SL 
Adult Choir  7:00 PM - J 
 
Thursday (12/15) 
Worship   6:30 PM – J 
 
Saturday (12/17)  
Worship    5:00 PM – H 
  
Sunday (12/18) 
Worship    8:00 & 10:30 AM – J  
Worship   9:30 AM – SL 
Bible Class  8:15 AM – SL; 9:30 AM - J 
Sunday School  8:30 AM – SL; 9:15 AM – J 
Blood Pressure Checks 9:00 AM - J 
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