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Advent Wreath & Candles 
Advent is a time of expectation and hope. “Advent” means “arrival” or “coming,” and it prompts 
us to pause each day in December and remember why Jesus came at Christmas.  
The History of Advent 
The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming,” which is a 
translation of the Greek word parousia.  Most know Advent today as a time of anticipation and 
expectation of the birth of Christ. However, Advent began as early as the 4th and 5th centuries as a 
time of fasting and prayer for new Christians. Advent lasts for four Sundays leading up to 
Christmas.  
What Is the Advent Wreath?  
The Advent wreath first appeared in Germany in 1839. A Lutheran minister working at a mission 
for children created a wreath out of the wheel of a cart. He placed twenty small red candles and 
four large white candles inside the ring. Eventually, the Advent wreath was created out of 
evergreens, symbolizing everlasting life in the midst of winter and death as the evergreen is 
continuously green. The circle reminds us of God’s unending love and the eternal life He makes 
possible. Advent candles are often nestled in the evergreen wreath. Additional decorations, like 
holly and berries, are sometimes added. Their red color points ahead to Jesus’ sacrifice and death 
on the cross, shedding his blood for our sins. Pinecones can symbolize the new life that Jesus brings 
through His resurrection. Families begin lighting a candle on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, 
and they light another candle each subsequent Sunday. 
Meaning & Symbolism of the Advent Candles 
Advent candles shine brightly in the midst of darkness, symbolizing and reminding us that Jesus 
came as Light into our dark world.  
A new candle is lit on each of the four Sundays before Christmas. Each candle represents 
something different, although traditions vary. Often, the first, second, and fourth candles are 
purple {or blue}; the third candle is rose-colored. Occasionally, a fifth white candle is placed in the 
middle of the wreath and is lit on Christmas Day to celebrate Jesus’ birth. 

The first candle symbolizes hope and is called the "Prophet’s Candle." The prophets of the Old 
Testament, especially Isaiah, waited in hope for the Messiah’s arrival. 
The second candle represents faith and is called "Bethlehem’s Candle." Micah had foretold that the 
Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, which is also the birthplace of King David. 
The third candle symbolizes joy and is called the "Shepherd’s Candle." To the shepherd’s great joy, 
the angels announced that Jesus came for humble, unimportant people like them, too. In liturgy, 
the color rose signifies joy. 
The fourth candle represents peace and is called the "Angel’s Candle." The angels announced that 
Jesus came to bring peace--He came to bring people close to God and to each other again. 
The (optional) fifth candle represents light and purity and is called "Christ’s candle." It is placed in 
the middle and is lit on Christmas Day.       Excerpts from https://www.crosswalk.com  

https://www.christianity.com/christian-life/christmas/what-is-advent.html
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First Sunday in Advent       November 27, 2022 

302 Prepare the Royal Highway CW 302 

Stand 

Invocation 
 
  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
  Amen. 

 We rejoice, heavenly Father, that you have stirred up your might and have come to 
save us. 

 Our spiritual eyes turn toward Bethlehem, the birthplace of your Son, as 
foretold by the prophet Micah. 

 We accept with joy the fulfillment of your prophecy. 
 As John the Baptist recognized your Son before he was born, help us also to 

recognize him as your Son and our Savior. 

 In a most marvelous manner, you prepared a sacrifice for our sins in the womb of the 
Virgin Mary. 

 Send us your Holy Spirit that we may truly believe and accept this miracle of 
your love. 

 As we anticipate with joy the celebration of his birth, 
 Grant us your grace that we may see in him the greatness of your love for us.  

Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another 

 Silence for self-examination 

 We confess, almighty God, that we have wandered and strayed from your ways like 
lost sheep. 

 We have followed our own ways and the desires of our hearts instead of your 
will and way. 

 We have broken your commandments and neglected your righteous decrees. 
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 We have offended you, our mighty and eternal God. 

 There is no health in us. 
 O Lord, have mercy on us. 

 For the sake of your great mercy, O Lord, forgive us. Spare us the just punishment our 
sins deserve according to your promises declared to us in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

 And grant that for his sake, we may live sober, upright and godly lives to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 God, our heavenly Father, has taken away your guilt and punishment. Because of the 
living and dying of God’s appointed Lamb, our Lord Jesus Christ, he has forgiven you 
and restored you to your Father’s house. May God grant you peace and joy as you 
await his return from heaven to gather his people home.  

 Amen. 
 

Advent Litany  
 We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus who is coming again.  He will come 

 to  gather his people from everywhere, both the living and the dead. 
We remember Jesus who will come at the end of time.  None of us knows what 
day that will be. 

We hear his call to watch. 
We light one Advent candle as a sign of our watchfulness and waiting. 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 

 

One Advent candle is lit as the congregation sings 
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352 Joy Has Dawned CW 352 st. 1 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974    Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Text and tune: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 720071 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength, and save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 
 

First Reading Isaiah 40:1-11 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2 Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call out to her. 
Her warfare really is over. Her guilt is fully paid for. 
Yes, she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 
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3 A voice is calling out: 
In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD. 
In the wasteland make a level highway for our God. 
4 Every valley will be raised up, 
and every mountain and hill will be made low. 
The rugged ground will become level, 
and the rough places will become a plain. 
5 Then the glory of the LORD will be revealed, 
and all flesh together will see it. 
    Yes, the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 
6 A voice was saying, “Cry out!” 
And I said, “What shall I cry out?” 
    All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like a wildflower in the countryside. 
7     Grass withers, flowers fade, 
    when the breath of the LORD blows on them. 
    Yes, the people are grass. 
8     Grass withers, flowers fade, but the Word of our God endures forever. 
9 Get up on a high mountain, 
O Zion, you herald of good news. 
Lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, you herald of good news. 
Lift it up! Do not be afraid! 
Say to the cities of Judah, 
“Here is your God!” 
10 Look, God the LORD will come with strength, 
and his arm is ruling for him. 
Look, his reward is with him. The result of his work is in front of him. 
11 Like a shepherd he will care for his flock. 
With his arm he will gather the lambs. 
He will lift them up on his lap. He will gently lead the nursing mothers. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Special Music  
Adult Choir     8:00 AM    “Come, Messiah!” 
Junior Choir    10:30 AM    "O Jesus, Grant Me Hope and Comfort" 
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Second Reading Philippians 4:4–7 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

Gospel Matthew 21:1–11 
 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent 
two disciples, 2 telling them, “Go to the village ahead of you. Immediately you will find a 
donkey tied there along with her colt. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says 
anything to you, you are to say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 

5 Tell the daughter of Zion: Look, your King comes to you, humble, and riding on a 
 donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
6 The disciples went and did just as Jesus commanded them. 7 They brought the donkey 
and the colt, laid their outer clothing on them, and he sat on it. 8 A very large crowd 
spread their outer clothing on the road. Others were cutting branches from the trees and 
spreading them out on the road. 9 The crowds who went in front of him and those who 
followed kept shouting, 

Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest! 

10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, asking, “Who is this?” 11 And 
the crowds were saying, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 
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308 There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying  

Sermon Isaiah 40:1-11 

 
Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Be seated 
 

Prayer of the Church 

Offering 

Stand 
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Offering Hymn CW 748 sts. 1–2 

1 Brothers, sisters, let us gladly 
    give to God our all, our best: 
service hearty, thorough, honest, 
    with a living love impressed. 
All our duty, all our striving, 
    all our time to him belong; 
praise him, then, with true devotion, 
    come before him with a song. 

 

2 By his mercy, by his bounty, 
    by the gift of Christ, his Son, 
what great goodness he has shown us, 
    what high marvels he has done! 
Let us to him promptly, freely, 
    yield our bodies and our souls, 
thankful that his love protects us, 
    that his wisdom all controls. 

Text: Henry Bateman, 1802–1872 
Text: Public domain 

 

The Sacrament 
 
Stand 
 

Preface CW 199 

 



10 
 

 

 
Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 
Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 720071 

 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose 
way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus 
as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on 
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 200 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman  Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 720071 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the 
crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to 
redeem us from sin. 
  
We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those 
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under law, that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has 
destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
  
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, 
increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when 
Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to 
you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
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Lamb of God CW 202 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 720071 

 
Be seated 
 

Distribution 

312 Comfort, Comfort All My People CW 312 
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Stand 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to 
share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace 
in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and 
minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 

524 Rejoice, the Lord Is King  

Acknowledgments 
Preacher:  Karl Christie 
Liturgist:  Joel Luetke / David Brandt 
Organist:  Ruth Affeld / Matthew Lober 
 
Songs are reprinted under Onelicense.net A-720071 and CCLI License 11520516* The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® 
(EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.* Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International 
Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved 
worldwide. * Artwork from www.canva.com, used with permission or ChurchArt Pro, license #74051531.  Software distributed in 
partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing 
House.  Setting Three from Christian Worship. 

http://www.canva.com/
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Join us next as we continue 
our Advent celebration!  
The reign of God draws near, and his judgment is inevitable. The only question 
is if one sees Christ’s second coming with joy or regret. For those who fail to 
repent, the coming of the Judge brings certain doom. But his people will see 
that Judge like a banner on the hilltop, rallying us to his glorious side. Join us to 
learn about Jesus as Judge. 
 
Advent by Candlelight  

Sunday, December 4th at 4pm @ St. John’s Juneau 
Campus  
St. John’s will host a special Advent by Candlelight for the 
ladies of our congregation. We are currently looking for 6-
8 ladies to volunteer to be a hostess for the event. A 
hostess will provide a table setting of dessert plates and 
napkins (cups are optional) for 8 ladies at your table along 
with a dessert to share. The tablecloths and advent 
wreath centerpieces will be provided. Please sign-up in 

the narthex at our campuses if interested. Please contact Heide Brandt if you 
have any questions at 989-574-5976. As the hustle and bustle of the Holiday 
Season is upon us, let us take a few moments to reflect on the true meaning of 
Christmas and praise God for His special gift. 
Joint Advent Service:   
Wednesday, December 7st at 7:00 PM, Good Shepherd, Beaver Dam 
Please join St. Stephen’s and Good Shepherd in Beaver Dam for a special Joint 
Advent Service.  This service will include special messages from our pastors and 
music from our church choirs.  This is a unique reflective Advent service 
designed to prepare our hearts for Christ’s birth. 

Food Drive:  During this challenging year, it is more important 
than ever to support our local food pantries.  Would you 
consider donating to help those in need?  St. John’s will host a 
food drive from Sunday, December 4 – Sunday, December 11.  
Proceeds will go local food pantries.  They are accepting non-
expired non-perishable food items and monetary gifts.  Please 
consider participating and bringing your donation to any 
campus. 
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Call for an Associate Pastor:  Pastor Joseph Lindloff, from Hope Lutheran 
Church in Irmo, South Carolina, has returned his call to our congregation and will 
remain serving our Savior in South Carolina.  Therefore, St. John’s will have a 
special call meeting on Sunday, December 11th at 6:30 pm at our Juneau 
Campus.  Please keep our congregation in your prayers as we humbly ask Him 
to provide us with a new associate pastor.  

Poinsettias 
Once again, 35 poinsettias have been ordered from Robin’s Countryside 
Gardens to be purchased by members for the Juneau Campus this Christmas. 
The cost for the plant is $15. If you would like to 
donate a poinsettia to church for the Christmas 
season, please see the sign-up sheet in the Juneau 
narthex or call the church office. 

Snow Removal:  It’s not too early to start thinking about snow removal!  If 
you’d like to help this year, please signup in the narthex or call our church office.  
Thank you! 

Care Packages for Soldiers:  Our Military Support Committee will be 
assembling another round of care packages for our four out-of-the-
area members in the military.  If you would like to contribute anything 
for this round of packages, please bring it to church by Monday, 
December 5th.  Your care and concern for our members in the military 
is greatly appreciated. This is a good way to show them some love 
and support and to let them know their home congregation cares 
about them. Cards, notes of encouragement, food/snacks, gift cards 

are all excellent options. 

Ladies Aid Christmas Party!  
All ladies of St. John’s are welcome! Ladies Aid invites you to join us for a fun 
evening of games, prizes and fellowship. Warm up with some hot cocoa from our 
Christmas Hot Cocoa Bar. Please bring a snack, cookies or finger food to share 
with the group. Party will be Thursday, December 1st at 6:45pm, St. John’s 
Juneau fellowship hall. If you are in need of a ride to the party, call Karen at 920-
386-2419. Look forward to seeing you there to share the joy of the season. 
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St. John’s Spirit Wear:  Are you interested in purchasing St. John’s logo 
clothing items?  These would make great Christmas gifts!  The website for our St. 
John's Spirit Wear Clothing sales for school is now open through November 27th. 
If you are interested in purchasing shirts, sweatshirts or hats, please go 
to stjohnsspiritwear.itemorder.com to order your School Spirit wear! Orders must 
be placed on-line only. Thank you for your support for our school! Any questions, 
please contact Mrs. Leissring in the school office either 
at school@stjohnsjuneau.org or 920-386-4644. Go Eagles! 

Do you know a Family in Need this Christmas season? Are you 
in need of some extra help this Christmas?  
St. John’s is making a “Giving Tree” this Christmas for those in need in our 
church and community. If you or someone you know would like some extra help 
to make this Christmas extra special, please contact Pastor Brandt soon! with 
the specifics of a gift, clothing sizes, etc. All requests will be kept confidential. In 
December, our members will have the opportunity to purchase those needed 
items and they will be delivered prior to Christmas. Please email your requests to 
Pastor Brandt at pastorbrandt@live.com. 

Christmas Decorating:   
Salem-Lowell  Please join us on Sunday, November 27th after the 9:30am 
worship service.  Salem-Lowell Campus will be decorating for Christmas!  We 
welcome all volunteers to assist especially vertically blessed and ladder-friendly 
helpers. 😊😊 
Thank you to those who helped with the decorating at our Juneau Campus! 

Christmas for Kids:  St. John’s School will again host Christmas for Kids!  
Please invite all the young people you know to our celebration reminding our 
children of the real reason for Christmas.   
December 10th from 9-11am, ages 2 (potty-trained) through 6th Grade.  Please 
pre-register on our St. John’s website (bottom of the homepage.)  Thank you! 

Christmas Cards:  Our St. John’s Ladies Aid is again selling Christmas 
Cards.  If you are interested in purchasing a box or more, please see the cards in 
the Juneau church basement.  Please deposit cash or check (payable to St. 
John’s Ladies Aid) into the box. Thank you! 

mailto:pastorbrandt@live.com
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Volunteers (11/27) 

Greeters: 
8:00 AM Bonnie Sell, Suzi Colantonio 
10:30 AM   Delores Gentz, Russ and Barb Ridge  

Communion Assistants  
8:00 AM Dave Gerbitz, Chuck Wolfram, Luke Hirschfeld, TBD 
9:30 AM Pastors and Matt Smith 
10:30 AM Randy Mohr, Russ Ridge, Marty Weinheimer,    
  Kevin Schultz  
Ushers: 
8:00 AM Bob Sell, Steve Weinheimer, Tony Colantonio 
9:30 AM Harold Lenz, William Borth 
10:30 AM Mark Saeger, Brandon Saeger, Keith Weinheimer,   
  Andy Gentz 
 
Snow Removal: (Week of 11/28)  
Week of November 28:    Team 3      Darris and Jill Wasmund 
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Statistics   11/10-11/13 
Offerings given to our Lord 
General   $16,807.48 
Debt  $100.00 
Improvement $95.00 
Lakeside  $109.95 
Missions  $367.90  
Total   $17,479.93 
 
Attendance 
389 (40, 32, 169, 80, 68)  
  
At our Voter’s Meeting, our congregation 
approved a weekly budget with an average 
total of $19,490 (includes General, Lakeside 
and Missions) needed every week.  Since the 
beginning of 2022, our congregation has 
gone from zero debt to drawing a total of 
$106,101 from the line of credit.  Please 
continue to support St. John’s through your 
time, talents, treasures, and prayers.  Thank 
you! 
 

This Week at St. John’s 
Sunday (11/27) 
Worship    8:00 & 10:30 AM – J  
Worship   9:30 AM – SL 
NO Bible Class 
Sunday School  8:30 AM – SL, 9:15 AM – J 
Decorate Lowell Campus 10:30 AM - SL 
 
Monday (11/28) 
Readings Bible Class 6:30 PM – J 
Sunday School Mtg  7:30 PM - J 
 
Tuesday (11/29) 
Old Testament  6:30 PM – J 
 
Wednesday (11/30) 
Youth Group   4:15 PM – DHS 
Confirmation  5:00 PM - J 
Adult Choir  7:00 PM – J 
 
Thursday (12/1) 
Worship   6:30 PM – J 
 
Saturday (12/3)  
Worship    5:00 PM – H 
  
Sunday (12/4) 
Worship    8:00 & 10:30 AM – J  
Worship   9:30 AM – SL 
Bible Class  8:15 AM – SL; 9:30 AM - J 
Sunday School  8:30 AM – SL, 9:15 AM – J 
Advent by Candlelight 4:00 PM – J 
Elders   6:30 PM - J 
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