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Third Wednesday in Lent    March 8, 2023 
 
Hymn  420             “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” 
 
Please stand 
 
Jesus Christ  is the light of the world, 
t h e ligh t  n o darkn ess can  overcom e. 
  
Stay with us, Lord, for it  is evening, 
an d t h e day is a lm ost  over . 
  
Be our light and scatter the darkness, 
an d h ear  ou r  even in g prayer an d praise. 
 

Congregation Responds 785 “Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory” 
 
Please be seated 

Psalm  16B   “This is the Day” 
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LORD, you alone are my port ion / and my cup; 
    you make my / lot  secure. 
The boundary lines have fallen for me in  pleasant  / places; 
    surely I have a delightful in- / heritance. 
I keep my eyes always / on the LORD. 
    With him at  my right  hand, I will not  be / shaken.   Refrain 
  
Therefore my heart  is glad and my tongue re- / joices; 
    my body also will / rest  secure, 
because you will not  abandon me to the realm / of the dead, 
    nor will you let  your Holy One / see decay. 
You make known to me the / path of life; 
    you will fill me with joy in your presence,  
    with eternal pleasures at  / your right  hand. 
Glory be t o t h e Fa th er  an d / t o t h e Son  
    an d  to  th e  Holy / Sp ir it , 
as it  was in  th e  be- / gin n in g, 
    is n ow, an d  will be forever . / Am en .    Refrain 

Tune: Dale A. Witte   Setting: Dale A. Witte   Music: © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 720071 

Reading of the Passion History Matthew 26:36– 56 
Gethsemane and The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 

P= Pastor  M=Men   W=Women 
P:  Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane. He told his disciples, “Sit 
here, while I go over there and pray.”  
M:  He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and he began to be 
sorrowful and distressed. Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to 
the point of death. Stay here, and keep watch with me.” 
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W:  He went a little farther, fell on his face, and prayed. He said, “My Father, if it is 
possible, let this cup pass from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.” 
P:  He came to the disciples and found them sleeping. He said to Peter, “So, were you not 
able to stay awake with me for one hour? Watch and pray, so that you do not enter into 
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
M:  He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this 
cup to pass from me unless I drink it, may your will be done.”  
W:  Again he returned and found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. He left 
them again, went away, and prayed a third time. He said the same words as before. 
Then he returned to his disciples and said to them,   
M:  “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man 
is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise. Let us go. Look, my betrayer is near.” 
P:  While Jesus was still speaking, suddenly Judas (one of the Twelve) arrived. With him 
was a large crowd with swords and clubs, who came from the chief priests and elders of 
the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign:  
W:  “The one I kiss is the man. Arrest him.” Immediately he went to Jesus and said, 
“Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. 
M:  Jesus said to him, “Friend, why are you here?” 
P:  Then they advanced, took hold of Jesus, and arrested him. Suddenly, one of the men 
with Jesus reached out his hand, drew his sword, and struck the servant of the high priest, 
cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to him,  
M:  “Put your sword back into its place, because all who take the sword will die by 
the sword. Do you not realize that I could call on my Father, and at once he would 
provide me with more than twelve legions of angels? But then how would the 
Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen this way?”   
W:  At that same time Jesus said to the crowd, “Have you come out to arrest me with 
swords and clubs as if I were a robber? Day after day I was sitting in the temple courts 
teaching, and you did not arrest me. But all this has happened so that the writings of 
the prophets would be fulfilled.”  
P:  Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Th an ks be to God. 
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Special Song      PreK/K          3:30 PM                     “Oh, How He Loves You and Me” 
 

Hymn  573        “Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness” 

Sermon   Isaiah 53:10-12 EHV 

A crush ed Servan t… An  exa lt ed Servan t  

10 Yet it  was the Lord’s will to crush him 
and to allow him to suffer. 
Because you made his life a guilt  offering, he will see offspring. 
He will prolong his days, 
and the Lord’s gracious plan will succeed in his hand. 
11 After his soul experiences anguish, he will see the light of life. 
He will provide satisfaction. 
Through their knowledge of him, my just  servant will justify the many, 
for he himself carried their guilt . 
12 Therefore I will give him an allotment among the great , 
and with the strong he will share plunder, 
because he poured out his life to death, 
and he let  himself be counted with rebellious sinners. 
He himself carried the sin of many, 
and he intercedes for the rebels. 

Please stand 

Lord, Have Mercy 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let  us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, h ave m ercy. 
  
For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful 
t imes, let  us pray to the Lord. 
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Lord, h ave m ercy. 
  
For our deliverance from all afflict ion, wrath, danger, and need, let  us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, h ave m ercy. 

Prayer for Peace 
Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just  works come from you. Give to 
us, your servants, that  peace which the world cannot give, that  our hearts may be set  to 
obey your commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies, that  we may 
live in peace and quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ  our Savior, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit , one God, now and forever. 
Am en . 

Lord's Prayer 
Our Fa th er , wh o ar t  in  h eaven , h a llowed be th y n am e, th y kin gdom  com e, th y will 
be don e on  ear th  as it  is in  h eaven .  Give us t h is day ou r da ily bread; an d forgive 
us our  t respasses, as we forgive t h ose wh o t respass again st  us; an d lead us n ot  
in to t em pta t ion , bu t  deliver  us from  evil.  For t h in e is th e kin gdom  an d t h e power  
an d t h e glory forever an d ever .  Am en . 
 
Let us praise the Lord. 
Th an ks be to God. 
 

Blessing 
The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ  and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit  be with you all. 
Am en . 
 
Please be seated 
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Hymn  789  “All Praise to the Thee, My God, This Night” 
 
 
No formal offer ing will be taken today.  If you wish to give a  gift to St. John’s, plea se 
deposit  it  in an offer ing pla te in the na r thex.  Thank you! 
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You are invited to attend a special  
Lenten Meal hosted by our 

 

Parent Teacher Society (PTS) 
 

 
 
 

 
 

MENU 
Chili and Chicken Soup 

along with sides and desserts 

There is a free-will offering to support the Parent Teacher 
Society. Donations may be given with cash/check at the meal, 
on our website and app, or use the QR Code here.  Thank you,  
for all those who donated food and worked to prepare the food! 

 
 

 
 

Online Giving:  Our special Free-Will 
Offering for today will support the PTS. 
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