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Third Sunday in Advent            December 9-12, 2021 
 

OPENING HYMN 3 v1-4    “Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates” 

Please stand 

INVOCATION 

  We rejoice, heavenly Father, that you have stirred up your might
 and have come to save us. 

  Our spiritual eyes turn toward Bethlehem, the birthplace of your 
 Son, as foretold by the prophet Micah. 

  We accept with joy the fulfillment of your prophecy. 
  As John the Baptist recognized your Son before he was born, 

 help us also to recognize him as your Son and our Savior. 

  In a most marvelous manner, you prepared a sacrifice for our sins 
 in the womb of the Virgin Mary. 

  Send us your Holy Spirit that we may truly believe and accept 
 this miracle of your love. 

  As we anticipate with joy the celebration of his birth, 
  Grant us your grace that we may see in him the greatness of your 

 love for us.  Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

  Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another 

  Silence for self-examination 

  We confess, almighty God, that we have wandered and strayed from 
 your ways like lost sheep. 

  We have followed our own ways and the desires of our hearts 
 instead of your will and way. 
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  We have broken your commandments and neglected your righteous 
 decrees. 

  We have offended you, our mighty and eternal God. 

  There is no health in us. 
  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

  For the sake of your great mercy, O Lord, forgive us. Spare us the 
 just punishment our sins deserve according to your promises 
 declared to us in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

  And grant that for his sake, we may live sober, upright and godly 
 lives to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

  God, our heavenly Father, has taken away your guilt and 
 punishment. Because of the living and dying of God’s appointed 
 Lamb, our Lord Jesus Christ, he has forgiven you  and restored you 
 to your Father’s house. May God grant you peace and joy as you 
 await his return from heaven to gather his people home.  

  Amen. 
 

ADVENT LITANY  

   We light three Advent candles, remembering Jesus, the light of the 
 world.  He came to cast out the prince of darkness. 
  We remember Jesus who came in answer to his people’s prayers.  
 John proclaimed him the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
 the world. 
   We hear his call and rejoice. 
  We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and 
 confidence. 
   Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
   Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 

Three Advent candles are lit as the congregation sings. 
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HYMN 702 v.4      “Prepare the Royal Highway” 
 His is no earthly kingdom; It comes from heav’n above.  
 His rule is peace and freedom And justice, truth, and love.  
 So let your praise be sounding For kindness so abounding:  
 Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word! 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news 
 of your mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and 
 fill us with your light; for you live and reign with the Father and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

Please be seated 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                   Nehemiah 8:9-18 EHV 
 9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 
 Levites, who helped the people understand, said to all the people, 
 “Today is holy to the LORD your God. Do not mourn or cry!” 
 because all the people were crying as they heard the words of the 
 Law. 10 Nehemiah said to them, “Go, eat rich food and drink sweet 
 drinks and send portions to those who have nothing prepared, 
 because today is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, because the joy of 
 the LORD is your strength.” 
 11 Then the Levites silenced all the people, saying, “Hush! Today is 
 holy. Do not grieve.” 
 12 All the people went to eat and drink and to send portions to others 
 and to celebrate with great joy, because they understood the words 
 that had been made known to them. 
 13 Now on the second day, the heads of the families of all the people, 
 the priests, and the Levites were gathered around Ezra the scribe to 
 study the words of the Law. 14 They found written in the Law, which 
 the LORD had commanded by the hand of Moses, that the Israelites 
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 should dwell in temporary shelters during the festival of the seventh 
 month, 15 and that they should proclaim this and make this 
 announcement in all their cities and in Jerusalem: “Go out to the 
 mountains and bring branches from olive trees, wild olive trees, 
 myrtle bushes, date palms, and leafy trees to make shelters, as it is 
 written.” 
 16 So the people went out and brought branches and made shelters 
 for themselves. Each man made a shelter on his roof. They also 
 made shelters in their courtyards, in the courtyards of the house of 
 God, in the square by the Water Gate, and in the square by the 
 Ephraim Gate. 17 The entire congregation that had returned from the 
 captivity made shelters and stayed in the shelters. From the days of 
 Joshua son of Nun until that day, the Israelites had not celebrated in 
 this way, because there was very great joy. 18 Ezra also read from the 
 Book of the Law of God every day of the festival, from the first day 
 to the last day. They celebrated the festival for seven days, and on 
 the eighth day they held an assembly according to the ordinance. 
 

ANTHEM   
 8:00 Service  "My Soul in Stillness Waits"           Junior Choir 
 10:30 Service  “Immanuel”   Adult Choir 
 
SECOND LESSON                Philippians 4:4-7 EHV 
 4 Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your 
 gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry 
 about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
 thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the 
 peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
 hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 
Please stand 
 
 



6 
 

GOSPEL LESSON          Luke 3:7-18 EHV 
 7 So John kept saying to the crowds who came out to be baptized by 
 him, “You offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the 
 coming wrath? 8 Therefore produce fruits in keeping with 
 repentance! Do not even think of saying to yourselves, ‘We have 
 Abraham as our father,’ because I tell you that God is able to raise 
 up children for Abraham from these stones. 9 Even now the ax is 
 ready to strike the root of the trees. So every tree that does not 
 produce good fruit is going to be cut down and thrown into the 
 fire.” 
 10 The crowds began to ask him, “What should we do then?” 
 11 He answered them, “Whoever has two shirts should share with 
 the person who has none, and whoever has food should do the 
 same.” 
 12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized. They said, “Teacher, what 
 should we do?” 
 13 To them he said, “Collect no more than what you were authorized 
 to.” 
 14 Soldiers were also asking him, “And what should we do?” 
 He told them, “Do not extort money from anyone by force or false 
 accusation. Be satisfied with your wages.” 
 15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in 
 their hearts if John might be the Christ. 16 John answered them all, “I 
 baptize you with water. But someone mightier than I is coming. I am 
 not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you 
 with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing shovel is in his hand, 
 and he will thoroughly clean out his threshing floor. He will gather 
 the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with 
 unquenchable fire.” 
 18 Then with many other words, he appealed to them and was 
 preaching good news to the people. 
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Please be seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY  11     “Comfort, Comfort All My People” 

SERMON                 Luke 3:7-18 

Prepare for Christ’s Coming: Produce Fruit! 

 

Please stand 

CONFESSION OF FAITH                  Nicene Creed 
  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

 heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the 
 Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
 salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
 Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake 
 he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was 
 buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
 Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
 hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 
 and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the 
 Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
 through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and 
 apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 
 forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead and 
 the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
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PRAYERS & LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

 kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   Give 

 us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

 forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

 temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and 

 the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 
Please stand 

 
OFFERING HYMN 485 v1&6           “We Give Thee but Thine Own” 

1  We give thee but thine own,  
Whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is thine alone,  
A trust, O Lord, from thee. 
 

6  And we believe thy Word  
Though dim our faith may be: 
Whate’er for thine we do, O Lord,  

We do it unto thee. 

The Sacrament 
At St. John’s, we practice closed Communion, to which only congregational members are invited, 
in obedience to Scripture’s teaching that the Lord’s Supper is an expression of our complete unity 
in faith. This has been the historic practice of the Christian church for nearly 2,000 years. If you 
are our guest today, we respectfully ask that you speak with a pastor before approaching the altar 

for Communion. 

 
Consecration    
 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me.” 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which 
is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 Amen. (spoken) 
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“And Christ is Here”                  tune:  “In Christ Alone” 
♫  And Christ is here 
In means divine 
Found underneath the bread and wine! 
In water poured There with the Word 
The living voice of Christ is heard! 
And when his Christians Fall to sin 
Our Jesus calls us back again 
For Christ is here 
In means divine – 
Blessing us through his design! 

 
Please be seated 

 
Distribution 

 
Distribution Hymn 5                            “As Angels Joyed with One Accord” 
 
Please stand 

 
THANKSGIVING 
 Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have 
 praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which 
 have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, 
 and that all who have received in his true body and blood the 
 pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy 
 life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
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BLESSING  
 The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
 Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 

CLOSING HYMN 3 v5      “Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates” 

Preacher:  David Brandt 
Liturgist:  Tommy Welch / Joel Luetke 
Organist:  Becky Schultz / Sue Henselin 
 

 
Songs are reprinted under Onelicense.net A-720071 and CCLI License 11520516* The Holy Bible, 
Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 

www.wartburgproject.org* The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan.* Artwork from www.shutterstock.com, used with permission, license #176535422* or ChurchArt 

Pro, license #74051531* and Worship House Media, used with permission.*  Refrain Tune: Robert J. 
Thompson. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 

 

Announcements 

Christmas Painting Party!!!  Join us for a Christmas Painting Party on Thursday, 
December 9th. We’ll be painting a Christmas-themed picture on canvas which will 
be completed for you to take home that evening. Cost is $35 which includes the 
canvas, paint and instruction. (Canvas size will be approximately 12”x12”.) No 
prior painting experience needed. Event starts at 6:30pm and goes until 9pm. 
Please wear appropriate clothing for painting. Sign up now in the narthex for this 
fun Christmas event- deadline for sign up is Sunday, December 5th. Questions, 
call or text Karen at 920-386-2419. 

http://www.wartburgproject.org/
http://www.shutterstock.com/
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Once again, 35 poinsettias have been 
ordered from Robin’s Countryside Gardens 
to be purchased by members for the Juneau 
Campus this Christmas. The cost for the 
plant is $14. If you would like to donate a 
poinsettia to church for the Christmas season, please see the sign-up sheet in the 
Juneau narthex. 
 

Would you like to help those in our community who are in need 
this Christmas?  St. John’s Juneau Campus has a Giving Tree 
during December.  Needy members in our community have 
submitted gift requests and St. John’s has placed tags onto the 
tree specifying certain gift requests.  Our members may take a 
tag from an anonymous family and purchase or donate money 

for the requested item on the tag.  Please return the gift by Sunday, December 
19th.  Thank you! 
“‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.’”  (Matthew 25:40 NIV) 

ROCK RIVER AREA OWLS  
Please notice that our OWLS meeting is on December 14 at 1:30 PM (second 
Tuesday) ahead of the Christmas week. Pastor Michael Duncan, Missionary to 
South Asia,  will be returning to his former St Paul Congregation in Fort 
Atkinson to report on, “A New WELS Mission in Bangladesh.” Come and find 
out how our synod entered this Muslim country in the Ganges River delta 
between India and Myanmar (Burma). Delicious refreshments served by St Paul 
ladies. The church is located at 301 South High Street on the highest hill in Fort 
Atkinson. The name OWLS is the acronym for Organization of WELS Lutheran 
Seniors. We meet monthly from September through May with a picnic in July. A 
handout with all the details is available from your pastor, church office, or by 
email to dplocher@msn.com. We provide fellowship and meaningful activity for 
those who are retired and/or 55 years and older. Chapter 64 includes WELS and 
ELS people from a dozen congregations located along the Rock River from 
Hustisford south to Fort Atkinson. All seniors are invited. 
 

mailto:dplocher@msn.com
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During this challenging year, it is more important 
than ever to support our local food pantries.  
Would you consider donating to help those in 
need?   
St. John’s is hosting a Food Drive through this 
Sunday, December 12.  Proceeds will go to both The 
Gathering Source and St. Stephen’s Food Pantries.  
Please consider participating and bringing 
nonperishable, nonexpired donations to any 
campus. 
“Just as you did it for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it for me.” 
Matthew 25:40 (EHV) 
 
Candy Bag Donations:  St. John’s has a tradition of giving a candy bag to the 
children who participate in the Christmas services.  If you would like to donate 
towards the candy bags, please bring your items to any of our campuses or 
church office by December 19th.    

Luther Preparatory School Christmas Concerts 
Sunday, December 12, at 3:00pm 
Thursday, December 16, at 10:00am 
*Both concerts are in the gymnasium. 
 
Forward In Christ Magazines:  The December issue of Forward in Christ is 
available in the narthex for $1.  Please pick yours up today! 

2022 Calendars are available!  St. John’s was given 2022 calendars for our 
members/friends to utilize this next year.  Please pick up a calendar or two in 
the narthex and share them with your loved ones! 
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VOLUNTEERS (12/9-12/12) 

Greeters: 

6:30 PM Paplham Family 

8:00 AM Mike and Erin Krebs and Family,  
  Katherine Hemeritz               

10:30 AM Mark and Ruth Ockerlander Family 
 

Communion Assistants: 

6:30 PM     Pastor and Tim Weisensel 
8:00 AM Rick Cody, Harold Zastrow, Mike Krebs, Dave Meister 

9:30 AM Pastors and Paul Lepple 

10:30 AM   Earl Pamperin, Ryan Kummerow, Jeff Greenwald,   

  Royce Cox 

 
Ushers: 

6:30 PM Lee Weiss, Dylan Stegner 

8:00 AM Bob Koch, Bob Sette, Joel Pitzlin, Shaun Panetti,   

  Jay Panetti 

9:30 AM Wally Christian, Dennis Kohn 

10:30 AM Jerry Stolzman, Bob Henken, Dennis Lisko,    

  Mike Schall     
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Upcoming Christmas Events at St. John’s 
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This Week at St. John’s 
Sunday (12/12) Food Drive Ends  
8:00 AM  Worship @ Juneau 
8:15 AM  Bible Class @ Lowell 
8:30 AM  Sunday School @ Lowell 
9:15 AM  Sunday School @ Juneau 
9:30 AM  Bible Class @ Juneau 
9:30 AM  Worship @ Lowell 
10:30 AM  Worship @ Juneau 
Monday (12/13) 
9:00 AM  Pastors in Circuit Mtg 
6:30 PM  Readings Bible Study @ Juneau 
Tuesday (12/14) 
6:30 PM  Old Testament Bible Study @ Juneau 
Wednesday (12/15) 
9:00 AM  Ladies Bible Study @ Juneau 
11:00 AM  Mid-Week Communion @ Juneau 
2:00 PM  Mid-Week Communion @ Hillside Manor  
4:15 PM  Youth Group Bible Study @ Dodgeland 
5:00 PM  Confirmation @ Juneau 
6:30 PM  Church Council @ Juneau 
7:00 PM  Choir @ Juneau 
Thursday (12/16)  
6:30 PM  Worship @ Juneau 
Saturday (12/18) 
3:00 PM  Sunday School Practice @ Lowell  
5:00 PM  Worship @ Horicon 
Sunday (12/19)  
8:00 AM  Worship @ Juneau 
8:15 AM  Bible Class @ Lowell 
8:30 AM  Sunday School @ Lowell 
9:00 AM  Blood Pressure Screening @ Juneau 
9:15 AM  Sunday School @ Juneau 
9:30 AM  Bible Class @ Juneau 
9:30 AM  Sunday School Christmas Worship @ Lowell 

10:30 AM  Worship @ Juneau 
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