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God on Trial:  Misconceptions 

 
 

Opening Hymn 420 v1,4-6        “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.; Sigmund von Birken, 1626–1681 
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615   Text and tune: Public domain 
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Please stand 
 
Confession of Sins 

In the name of our God, to whom all hearts are open and from whom no 
secrets are hidden. 
Amen. 
 
I confess that I am by nature sinful. 
I am guilty of many sins. 
I am distressed by the sins that trouble me. 
For all this I am sorry. I pray for forgiveness. 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love. 
 
Jesus says to his people, “If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven.” 
His death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. Do you 
believe this? 
Yes, I believe. 
 
By the authority of Christ, I forgive you your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  

 
Please be seated 
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Psalm  2B                “Why Do the Nations Conspire” 

 

 
  
Why do the nations / conspire  
   and the peoples / plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together a- / gainst the LORD  
   and against his A- / nointed.    Refrain 
  
The One enthroned in / heaven laughs;  
   the Lord / scoffs at them. 
He rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, / saying, 
   “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy / mountain.”   Refrain 
  
I will proclaim the / LORD’s decree:  
   He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your / Father.” 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
   and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: Robert Wetzler 
Tune: © 1998 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 720071 
Setting: © 2011 Faith Alive Christian Resources, alt. Used by permission: License no. 130002916 
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Psalm Prayer  
Lord, keep us safe in the refuge of your anointed Son, so that when the nations rage 
against him, we are not terrified. You have begotten him from eternity and have seated 
him on your throne in heaven. Let us see him as he truly is, the One who lives and rules 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

Special Anthem   3:30 PM    PreK-K 
 
Passion History      Week Two             Mark 14:1-26 (EHV) 

Passion Readings from The Plot to Kill Jesus, Mary Anoints Jesus, Judas Plans to 
Betray Jesus, Jesus Celebrates the Passover, One Will Betray Jesus, and The Lord’s 

Supper 

P:  Pastor   M:  Men W:  Women 

P: It was two days before the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 
 The chief priests and the experts in the law were looking for some deceptive 
 way to arrest Jesus and kill him.  

M: “Certainly not during the Festival,” they said, “or there will be a riot 
 among the people.” 

W: While Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, as he 
 was reclining at the table, a woman came with an alabaster jar of 
 very expensive perfume, made from pure nard. She broke the 
 alabaster jar and poured it over his head. But there were some who 
 were indignant and said to one another,  

M: “Why has this perfume been wasted? Certainly this perfume could 
 have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the 
 poor!” And they began to scold her. 

P: But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why are you bothering her? She has done 
 a beautiful thing for me. In fact, you always have the poor with you, and 
 whenever you want, you can do good for them. But you are not always going 
 to have me. She did what she could. She anointed my body beforehand for 
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 burial. Amen I tell you: Wherever the gospel is preached in the whole 
 world, what this woman did will  also be told in memory of her.” 

W: Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests in order 
 to betray Jesus to them. When they heard this, they were glad and 
 promised to give him money. So he began to look for an 
 opportunity to betray him. 

P:  On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when the 
 Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples asked him,  

M:  “Where do you want us to go and prepare for you to eat the 
 Passover?”  

P:  He sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and there a 
 man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him. Wherever he enters, 
 tell the owner of the house that the Teacher says, ‘Where is my guest room, 
 where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a large 
 upper room, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.” 

W:  His disciples left and went into the city and found things just as he 
 had told them; and they prepared the Passover. 

M: When it was evening, he arrived with the Twelve.  While they were 
 reclining and eating, Jesus said,  

P: “Amen I tell you: One of you will betray me, one who is eating with  me.” 

M:  They began to be sorrowful and said to him one by one, “Surely 
 not I?” 

P: He said to them, “It is one of the Twelve, one who is dipping bread with me 
 in the dish. Indeed, the Son of Man is going to go just as it  has been written 
 about him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It 
 would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 

W: While they were eating, Jesus took bread. When he had blessed it, 
 he broke it and gave it to them, saying,  

P: “Take it. This is my body.” 
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W: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them.  They all 
 drank from it. He said to them, 

P: “This is my blood of the new testament, which is poured out for many. 
 Amen I tell you: I will certainly not drink again of the fruit of the vine until 
 that day when I drink it  anew in the kingdom of God.”  

M:  After they sang a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

P: The Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn of the Day  408                                     “He Stood before the Court” 
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Text: Christopher M. Idle, b. 1938, alt.   Tune: Leland B. Sateren, 1913–2007 
Text: © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 720071 
Tune: © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 720071 

 
 
 
Sermon               Luke 23:1-12 (NIV) 

God on Trial:  Misconceptions 
Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse 
him, saying, “We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment 
of taxes to Caesar and claims to be Messiah, a king.” 
3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 
“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 
4 Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no basis for a 
charge against this man.” 
5 But they insisted, “He stirs up the people all over Judea by his teaching. He 
started in Galilee and has come all the way here.” 
6 On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. 7 When he learned that 
Jesus was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in 
Jerusalem at that time. 
8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had 
been wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him 
perform a sign of some sort. 9 He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave 
him no answer. 10 The chief priests and the teachers of the law were standing there, 
vehemently accusing him. 11 Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked 
him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 12 That day 
Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they had been enemies. 
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Offering 
 
Please stand 
 
Prayer 

O God our Father, by your mercy and might the world turns safely into 
darkness and returns again to light. 
We place into your hands our unfinished tasks, our unsolved problems, 
and our unfulfilled hopes, knowing that only what you bless will 
prosper. 
 
To your great love and protection we commit each other and all those we love, 
knowing that you alone are our sure defender; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
Blessing 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him. 
Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
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Closing Hymn  400            “Sweet the Moments, Rich in Blessing” 

 

 

 
Text: alt. Walter Shirley, 1725–1786; James Allen, 1734–1804 
Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, Basel, 1745, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
Pastor:  Pastor Reichert, Good Shepherd, Beaver Dam 
Organist: Dale Grulke 

Songs are reprinted under Onelicense.net A-720071 and CCLI License 11520516* The Holy 
Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All 
rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org * The Holy Bible: New International Version. 
(1984). (Is 41:1–16). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Artwork from www.shutterstock.com, 
used with permission, license #176535422 or ChurchArt Pro, license #74051531.  © 2023 

Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
 

http://www.wartburgproject.org/
http://www.shutterstock.com/
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You are invited to attend a special  

Lenten Meal hosted by our  

Parent Teacher Society (PTS) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MENU 

Pasta bar 

with various salads and desserts! 

There is a free-will offering to help offset the cost of the meal and be 
put towards purchasing non-budgeted items that are needed for 

our school’s ministry. Donations may be given with cash/check at 
the meal or on our website and app (enter “PTS” into the memo 

line). 
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