The Acts of the Apostles, Part 47:
Responsible Grace

Key Scripture: Acts 21:17-26

When we had come to Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly. 18 On the following
day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were present. 19 After greeting them, he
related one by one the things that God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry. 20
And when they heard it, they glorified God. And they said to him, “You see, brother, how many
thousands there are among the Jews of those who have believed. They are all zealous for the
law, 21 and they have been told about you that you teach all the Jews who are among the
Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children or walk according to our
customs. 22 What then is to be done? They will certainly hear that you have come. 23 Do
therefore what we tell you. We have four men who are under a vow; 24 take these men and
purify yourself along with them and pay their expenses, so that they may shave their heads.
Thus all will know that there is nothing in what they have been told about you, but that you
yourself also live in observance of the law. 25 But as for the Gentiles who have believed, we
have sent a letter with our judgment that they should abstain from what has been sacrificed to
idols, and from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual immorality.” 26 Then
Paul took the men, and the next day he purified himself along with them and went into the
temple, giving notice when the days of purification would be fulfilled and the offering presented
for each one of them.

« Context/ Background
> Paul’s Return to Jerusalem
% The Nazirite Vow
> Numbers 6:1-21
> 6 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say
to them, When either a man or a woman makes a special vow, the vow of a
Nazirite, to separate himself to the Lord, 3 he shall separate himself from wine
and strong drink. He shall drink no vinegar made from wine or strong drink and
shall not drink any juice of grapes or eat grapes, fresh or dried. 4 All the days of
his separation he shall eat nothing that is produced by the grapevine, not even
the seeds or the skins. 5 “All the days of his vow of separation, no razor shall
touch his head. Until the time is completed for which he separates himself to the

Lord, he shall be holy. He shall let the locks of hair of his head grow long. 6 “All



the days that he separates himself to the Lord he shall not go near a dead body.
7 Not even for his father or for his mother, for brother or sister, if they die, shall he
make himself unclean, because his separation to God is on his head. 8 All the
days of his separation he is holy to the Lord. 9 “And if any man dies very
suddenly beside him and he defiles his consecrated head, then he shall shave
his head on the day of his cleansing; on the seventh day he shall shave it. 10 On
the eighth day he shall bring two turtledoves or two pigeons to the priest to the
entrance of the tent of meeting, 11 and the priest shall offer one for a sin offering
and the other for a burnt offering, and make atonement for him, because he
sinned by reason of the dead body. And he shall consecrate his head that same
day 12 and separate himself to the Lord for the days of his separation and bring a
male lamb a year old for a guilt offering. But the previous period shall be void,
because his separation was defiled.

13 “And this is the law for the Nazirite, when the time of his separation has been
completed: he shall be brought to the entrance of the tent of meeting, 14 and he
shall bring his gift to the Lord, one male lamb a year old without blemish for a
burnt offering, and one ewe lamb a year old without blemish as a sin offering, and
one ram without blemish as a peace offering, 15 and a basket of unleavened
bread, loaves of fine flour mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers smeared with
oil, and their grain offering and their drink offerings. 16 And the priest shall bring
them before the Lord and offer his sin offering and his burnt offering, 17 and he
shall offer the ram as a sacrifice of peace offering to the Lord, with the basket of
unleavened bread. The priest shall offer also its grain offering and its drink
offering. 18 And the Nazirite shall shave his consecrated head at the entrance of
the tent of meeting and shall take the hair from his consecrated head and put it

on the fire that is under the sacrifice of the peace offering. 19 And the priest shall



take the shoulder of the ram, when it is boiled, and one unleavened loaf out of
the basket and one unleavened wafer, and shall put them on the hands of the
Nazirite, after he has shaved the hair of his consecration, 20 and the priest shall
wave them for a wave offering before the Lord. They are a holy portion for the
priest, together with the breast that is waved and the thigh that is contributed.
And after that the Nazirite may drink wine. 21 “This is the law of the Nazirite. But
if he vows an offering to the Lord above his Nazirite vow, as he can afford, in
exact accordance with the vow that he takes, then he shall do in addition to the
law of the Nazirite.”
% Trouble in the Text
> Encouraged to follow Old Covenant practices
% Trouble in the World
> Appeasing Factions
s Common Ground
e ACross
e A Pulpit
e A Baptismal
e A Communion Table
> The Same, but Different
% Grace in the Text
> 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 NLT
m  “Even though | am a free man with no master, | have become a slave to
all people to bring many to Christ. 20 When | was with the Jews, | lived
like a Jew to bring the Jews to Christ. When | was with those who follow
the Jewish law, | too lived under that law. Even though | am not subject to

the law, | did this so | could bring to Christ those who are under the law.
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21 When | am with the Gentiles who do not follow the Jewish law, | too
live apart from that law so | can bring them to Christ. But | do not ignore
the law of God; | obey the law of Christ. 22 When | am with those who are
weak, | share their weakness, for | want to bring the weak to Christ. Yes, |
try to find common ground with everyone, doing everything | can to save
some. 23 | do everything to spread the Good News and share in its
blessings.”
> Clarity in Motive
m Jews and Gentile
e Followers of Jesus Christ!
Responsible Grace
> Grace to the Jews
> Grace to the Gentiles
Grace in the World
> Seek Unity in Christ
m Put people over preferences
Application
> | challenge you today to ask God where your faith is today.
m  How willing are you to be stretched to minister to those weaker in faith
than you?
Final Word
> Philippians 2:3, 4
m  “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others
more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own

interests, but also to the interests of others.”



