
The Acts of the Apostles, Part 32: 
Accountability & Support 

 
Key Scripture: Acts 15:22-35 
​ “Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose 
men from among them and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas 
called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the brothers, 23 with the following letter: ‘The 
brothers, both the apostles and the elders, to the brothers who are of the Gentiles in Antioch 
and Syria and Cilicia, greetings. 24 Since we have heard that some persons have gone out from 
us and troubled you with words, unsettling your minds, although we gave them no instructions, 
25 it has seemed good to us, having come to one accord, to choose men and send them to you 
with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who have risked their lives for the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will tell you the 
same things by word of mouth. 28 For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on 
you no greater burden than these requirements: 29 that you abstain from what has been 
sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual 
immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell.’ 
 
30 So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch, and having gathered the 
congregation together, they delivered the letter. 31 And when they had read it, they rejoiced 
because of its encouragement. 32 And Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets, 
encouraged and strengthened the brothers with many words. 33 And after they had spent some 
time, they were sent off in peace by the brothers to those who had sent them. 35 But Paul and 
Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others 
also.” 
 
❖​ The Jerusalem Council & Accountability 

➢​ Acts 9:26-30 

■​ “And when he [Saul] had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the 

disciples. And they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he 

was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles 

and declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke 

to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of 

Jesus. 28 So he went in and out among them at Jerusalem, preaching 

boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 And he spoke and disputed against the 

Hellenists. But they were seeking to kill him. 30 And when the brothers 



learned this, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off to 

Tarsus.” 

➢​ Acts 11:29-30 

■​ “So the disciples determined, every one according to his ability, to send 

relief to the brothers living in Judea. 30 And they did so, sending it to the 

elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.” 

➢​ Acts 13:2-3 

■​ “While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, 

‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called 

them.’ 3 Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and 

sent them off.” 

❖​ Jerusalem Council 

➢​ Well respected leaders of the church. 

❖​ Authority & Accountability 

➢​ Authority 

■​ Authority provides you with that which is necessary to accomplish the 

task. 

●​ Empowered with resources and trust 

➢​ Accountability 

■​ The obligation to accept responsibility for one’s actions, decisions, and 

outcomes. Often comes with the duty to report or explain results. 

●​ Models trust and keeps focus on achieving goals. 

●​ Offers corrective insights when issues arise. 

❖​ Teacher Example 

➢​ Demonstrates cooperation to collectively achieve desired outcomes. 

❖​ The Disciples of Christ 



➢​ Matthew 28:18-20 

■​ “And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 

behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’” 

➢​ Acts 1:8 

■​ “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the end of the earth.” 

➢​ Acts 2:1-4 

■​ “When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 

And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing 

wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided 

tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.” 

❖​ Disciples Understood Cooperative Effort 

➢​ Mark 10:42-45 

■​ “And Jesus called them to him and said to them, ‘You know that those 

who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great 

ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it shall not be so among you. 

But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44 and 

whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For even the 

Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.’” 



❖​ Trust & Support 

➢​ Judas Barsabbas and Silas with letters 

■​ Take over? 

●​ Or 

■​ Support? 

❖​ Rejoice! 

➢​ There was much rejoicing in Antioch, the sense of support and unity! 

❖​ Accountability & Support 

➢​ Supporting Challenge 


