The Acts of the Apostles, Part 51:
Kingdom Work & Persecution

Key Scripture: Acts 23:11-35

The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you have testified to
the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome.”

12 When it was day, the Jews made a plot and bound themselves by an oath neither to eat nor
drink till they had killed Paul. 13 There were more than forty who made this conspiracy. 14 They
went to the chief priests and elders and said, “We have strictly bound ourselves by an oath to
taste no food till we have killed Paul. 15 Now therefore you, along with the council, give notice to
the tribune to bring him down to you, as though you were going to determine his case more
exactly. And we are ready to kill him before he comes near.”

16 Now the son of Paul's sister heard of their ambush, so he went and entered the barracks and
told Paul. 17 Paul called one of the centurions and said, “Take this young man to the tribune, for
he has something to tell him.” 18 So he took him and brought him to the tribune and said, “Paul
the prisoner called me and asked me to bring this young man to you, as he has something to
say to you.” 19 The tribune took him by the hand, and going aside asked him privately, “What is
it that you have to tell me?” 20 And he said, “The Jews have agreed to ask you to bring Paul
down to the council tomorrow, as though they were going to inquire somewhat more closely
about him. 21 But do not be persuaded by them, for more than forty of their men are lying in
ambush for him, who have bound themselves by an oath neither to eat nor drink till they have
killed him. And now they are ready, waiting for your consent.” 22 So the tribune dismissed the
young man, charging him, “Tell no one that you have informed me of these things.”

23 Then he called two of the centurions and said, “Get ready two hundred soldiers, with seventy
horsemen and two hundred spearmen to go as far as Caesarea at the third hour of the night. 24
Also provide mounts for Paul to ride and bring him safely to Felix the governor.” 25 And he
wrote a letter to this effect:

26 “Claudius Lysias, to his Excellency the governor Felix, greetings. 27 This man was seized by
the Jews and was about to be killed by them when | came upon them with the soldiers and
rescued him, having learned that he was a Roman citizen. 28 And desiring to know the charge
for which they were accusing him, | brought him down to their council. 29 | found that he was
being accused about questions of their law, but charged with nothing deserving death or
imprisonment. 30 And when it was disclosed to me that there would be a plot against the man, |
sent him to you at once, ordering his accusers also to state before you what they have against
him.”

31 So the soldiers, according to their instructions, took Paul and brought him by night to
Antipatris. 32 And on the next day they returned to the barracks, letting the horsemen go on with
him. 33 When they had come to Caesarea and delivered the letter to the governor, they
presented Paul also before him. 34 On reading the letter, he asked what province he was from.
And when he learned that he was from Cilicia, 35 he said, “I will give you a hearing when your
accusers arrive.” And he commanded him to be guarded in Herod's praetorium.

% Background/ Context



> Paul has returned to Jerusalem and is in Roman custody
+ Trouble in the Text
> Assasination Plot
% Christians Silenced?
m Stephen was silenced while Paul watched the cloaks of the men who
killed him. (Acts 7:54-60)
m James, the son of Zebedee was silenced by the sword. (Acts 12:1-2)
% Matthew 10:21-23
> 21 Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children
will rise against parents and have them put to death, 22 and you will be hated by
all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 23
When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, | say to you, you
will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.
% Real Life Silenced Christians
> Canada
m  Artur Pawlowski, Polish born Canadian Pastor.
€ Most known for his “defiance of COVID public health rules,
anti-abortion and anti-homosexual rhetoric” in Canada
> United States
m Pastor Rodney Howard-Browne, Tampa Florida
e Arrested at home following holding two church services during
COVID lockdown restrictions. (March 2020)
m Pastor Matthew Meinecke - Seattle, Washington
e Arrested while reading the Bible and evangelising at an
“abortion-related protest” and a pride event (June 2022).

m Street preacher Damon Atkins - Reading, Pennsylvania



e Arrested on a public sidewalk near a pride event while holding a
sign that contained Scripture. (June 2023)
> Overseas
m Nigeria - Christians are killed
e Estimated to have 3,490 Christians killed this year (2026) -

www.globalchristianrelief.org

m Afghanistan & Yemen
e Muslim is dominant religion
€ Christians are treated with hostility and even persecuted to
death - unofficially
% Matthew 10:34-38
> “Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth. | have not come to
bring peace, but a sword. 35 For | have come to set a man against his father, and
a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.
36 And a person's enemies will be those of his own household. 37 Whoever
loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son
or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And whoever does not take his
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”
% Jesus Christ
> Paul and Jesus
m The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as
you have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify
also in Rome.” - Acts 23:11
< Paul the prisoner?

> More like, Paul the Celebrity!


http://www.globalchristianrelief.org

% Life in Christ!
> John 10:10 - The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | [Jesus] came
that they may have life and have it abundantly.
> Luke 9:23, 24 - “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves, take up
their cross daily, and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but

whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.”
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Kingdom Work
> Knowing the difference between “our work” and “God’s work”
< Application

> Be faithful with that which God has given to you.



