
  

 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 9, 2024 - 5:00 PM 

March 10, 2024 - 10:45 AM 

Jesus says, “Abide in Me as I abide in you.” 
John 15:4 
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(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 
 
 

Prelude  

 
Welcome  
 

*Processional Hymn  “Christ the Life of All the Living”  Hymn 420 
(vv. 1-4 [10:45] Face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.) 

 
Christ, the life of all the living, Christ, the death of death, our foe, 

Who, Thyself for me once giving To the darkest depths of woe: 
Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit I eternal life inherit. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod; 
Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, O Thou sinless Son of God! 

Thus didst Thou my soul deliver From the bonds of sin forever. 
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
Thou hast borne the smiting only That my wounds might all be whole; 

Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely, Rest to give my weary soul; 
Yea, the curse of God enduring, Blessing unto me securing. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

Heartless scoffers did surround Thee, Treating Thee with shameful scorn 
And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee. All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne, 

That as Thine Thou mightest own me And with heav’nly glory crown me. 
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
*The Invocation, Confession and Absolution  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor:   Though Christ has loved us with this genuine love that gives us eternal 

life, we sometimes ignore His love and refuse to share Christ’s love 
with others. Still, our heavenly Father is merciful, and He invites us to 
draw near to Him in hope and confidence to ask for His grace. 

  
(Please kneel or be seated.)   
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Pastor: Heavenly Father, 
People: we have sinned against You and against our neighbors. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We have not loved our enemies. Forgive us, renew our 
love, on account of Jesus. Amen. 

 
Pastor: Jesus Christ was lifted up on the tree of the cross so that we might be 

forgiven. His genuine love is for the world and is for you. As a servant 
of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen. We are forgiven by the genuine love of Jesus. 
 
(Please stand.)   
 
*Kyrie Page 152 
Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise 

let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

*Salutation and Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, You have loved us with an everlasting love 

that grants us eternal life. Burn Your love ever stronger within our hearts, 
Lord, so that we may love others as You have loved us; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People: Amen. 
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The First Reading Numbers 21:4-9 
4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 
Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5And the people spoke 
against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die 
in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless 
food.” 6Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the 
people, so that many people of Israel died. 7And the people came to Moses and 
said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray 
to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the 
people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, 
and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9So Moses made a bronze 
serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the 
bronze serpent and live. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Second Reading Genesis 3:8-15 
8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God called to the 
man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10And he said, “I heard the sound of you 
in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, 
“Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be 
with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the 
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 
deceived me, and I ate.” 14The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have 
done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on 
your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15I will put 
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her 
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
*The Holy Gospel  John 3:14-21 
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. John, third chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
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14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16“For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of 
God. 19And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people 
loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20For 
everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, 
lest his works should be exposed. 21But whoever does what is true comes to the 
light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.” 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
[10:45] Children’s Message and Dismissal to Children’s Church 
 
*Sermon Hymn  “By Grace I’m Saved” (vv. 1, 3, 4 & 6) Hymn 566 
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The Sermon     “Taking the Sting from the Snake”  
 
*The Confession of Faith - Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
   and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
*Prayers of the Church  
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
Holy Communion 
 

*Preface Page 160 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
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Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right and salutary...evermore praising You and singing: 
 
*Sanctus Page 161 

*Words of Institution 
 

*Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
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 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*Agnus Dei  Page 163 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
 
Music during the Distribution 
 
 “God Loved the World So That He Gave” Hymn 571 
 

God loved the world so that He gave 
His only Son the lost to save, 

That all who would in Him believe 
Should everlasting life receive. 

 
Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, 

Who was made flesh and suffered death; 
All then who trust in Him alone 

Are built on this chief cornerstone. 
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God would not have the sinner die; 
His Son with saving grace is nigh; 

His Spirit in the Word declares 
How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. 

 
Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son 

Forgives all sins which you have done; 
And, justified by Jesus’ blood, 

Your Baptism grants the highest good. 
 

If you are sick, if death is near, 
This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 

That is the firmest ground of faith. 
 

Glory to God the Father, Son, 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, 
Be praise now and eternally! 

 
  
 
 “Amazing Grace” Hymn 744 

 
Amazing grace—how sweet the sound— That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, Was blind but now I see! 
 

The Lord has promised good to me, His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be As long as life endures. 

 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; 

His grace has brought me safe thus far, His grace will lead me home. 
 

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail And mortal life shall cease, 
Amazing grace shall then prevail In heaven’s joy and peace. 

 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise Than when we’d first begun. 
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 “In The Cross of Christ I Glory” Hymn 427 
 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me; 
Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

 
When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure 
By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
 

*The Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26) Page 166 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
People: Amen. 
 

*Recessional Hymn     “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”  Hymn 643 
  

Sent forth by God’s blessing, Our true faith confessing, 
The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 

The Supper is ended. O now be extended 
The fruits of this service in all who believe. 

The seed of His teaching, Receptive souls reaching, 
Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

His grace did invite us, His love shall unite us 
To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 
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With praise and thanksgiving To God ever-living, 
The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face. 
Our faith ever sharing, In love ever caring, 

Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 
With Your feast You feed us, With Your light now lead us; 

Unite us as one in this life that we share. 
Then may all the living With praise and thanksgiving 

Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 
 
*Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude  
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