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The Book of Ruth

1:1In the days when the Ludges ruled, there was a famine in the land. So a man
from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a

while in the country of Moab. 2 The man’'s name was Elimelek, his wife's name

was Naomi, and thé names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were

Eﬁhrathltes from Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab and lived there. Now
[

melek, Naomi's husband, died, and she was left with her two sons. The
married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. After they had
lived there about ten years, both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was
left without her two sons and her husband. When Naomi heard in Moab that the
LORD had come to the aid of his people by providing food for them, she and her
daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there.

1:16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you.
Where you go | will go, and where you stay | will stay. Your people will’be my
people and your God my God.

1:22 So Naomi returned from Moab accompanied by Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-
law, arriving in Bethlehem as the barley harvest was beginning.

2:2 And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the fields and pick up the
leftover grain behind anyone in whose eyes | find favour.” Naomi said to her, “Go
ahead, my daughter.” So she went out, entered a field and began to glean behind the
harvesters. As It turned out, she was working in a field belonging to Boaz, who was

from the clan of Elimelek.

3:10ne day Ruth’s mother-in-law Naomi said to her, “My daughter, | must find a home
for you, where E/o_u will be well provided for. Now Boaz, with whose women you have
worked, is a relative of ours. Tonight he will be winnowing barley on the threshing
floor. Wash, put on perfume, and get dressed in your best clothes. Then go down to the
threshing floor, but don't let him know you are there until he has finished eating and
drinking. When he lies down, note theP ace where he is lying. Then go and uncover his
feet and lie down. He will tell you what to do.
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3:9 Then Boaz announced to the elders and all the people, Today you are
witnesses that | have bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelek, Kilion and
Mahlon. | have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, Mahlon’s widow, as my wife, in

order to maintain the name of the dead with his property, so that his hame will
no{ dlsapplgar from among his family or from his home town. Today you are
witnesses!

4:13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When he went to her, the LORD
enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son. The women said to Naomi:
“Praise be to the LORD, who this day has not left you without a kinsman-
redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel! He will renew your life and
sustain you in'your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is
better to you than seven sons, has given him birth.” Then Naomi took the child in
her arms'and cared for him. The women living there said, “Naomi has a son!”
And they named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.

e rship from
i the Bible
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Lessons in Leadership: Naomi and Ruth

Influence. Impact. Initiative. Investment
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Economic Hardship

1:1In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land. So a
man from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went
to live for a while in the country of Moab.
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Family Tragedy

113b the LORD's hand has turned against me

1:20-21 ‘Don’t call me Naomi, ] she told them. ‘Call me Mara,) because the
Almighty!'l has made my life very bitter. 2'l went away full, but

the LORD has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi? The LORD has
afflicted] me; the Almighty has brought misfortune upon me.’
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Leadership Lesson 1: Plan / Initiative

Plan - “Coincidence” - Thanksgiving
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Leadership Lesson 2 : Missional Obedience

116b Where you go | will go, and where you stay | will stay. Your people
will be my people and your God my God.
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2:2 And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, ‘Let me go to the fields and pick
up the leftover grain behind anyone in whose eyes | find favour.” Naomi
said to her, ‘Go ahead, my daughter.’ 3So she went out, entered a field and
began to glean behind the harvesters. As it turned out, she was working in

a field belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of Elimelek.

2:7 She came into the field and has remained here from morning till now,
except for a short rest in the shelter.
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4:9 Then Boaz announced to the elders and all the people, ‘Today you are
witnesses that | have bought from Naomi all the property of Elimeélek, Kilion and
Mahlon. %1 have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, Mahlon’s widow, as my wife, in
order to maintain the name of the dead with his property, so that his name will
no% dlsapplgar from among his family or from his home town. Today you are
witnesses!

4:13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When he made love to her,
the LORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son. "*The women said
to Naomi: ‘Praise be to the LORD, who this day has not left you without a
guardian-redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israell " He will renew
your life and sustain you in your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves
you and who is better to you than seven sons, has given him birth.
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Leadership Lesson 3: Discipleship Relationships

Matthew 28:11 GO and make disciples
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The power of being under authority

Matthew 8:5 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for
help. ¢‘Lord,” he said, ‘my servant lies at home paralysed, suffering terribly.’

7 Jesus said to him, ‘Shall | come and heal him?

8The centurion replied, ‘Lord, | do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say
the word, and my servant will be healed. ? For | myself'am a man under authority, with soldiers
under me. | tell this one, “Go,” and he goes; and that one, “Come,” and he comes. 1 say to my
servant, “Do this,” and he does it

10When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those followinghhim, Truly | tell you, |
have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. "l say to you that manly will come from
the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, [saac and Jacob in
the kingdom of heaven. 2But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

BBThen Jesus said to the centurion, ‘Go! Let it be done just as you believed it would. And his
servant was healed at that moment.
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Lessons in Leadership : Naomi and Ruth

#1 Make a plan. Be active. Take initiative.

#2 Missional Obedience. Where is God leading you? Hear. Obey.

#3 Discipleship Relationships. Who can you invest in?




