The Battle of the Brothers

Genesis 25:27

“When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet
man, dwelling in tents.” (Genesis 25:27)

Understanding the Foundation

Let’s make sure we understand some key truths here:

e God knew these two brothers before their birth, just as He knows each of us

intimately.

e Malachi speaks strongly about Esau being hated—but why?
“I have loved you, ” says the LORD. But you say, “How have you loved us?” “Is not Esau
Jacob’s brother?” declares the LORD. “Yet [ have loved Jacob, but Esau I have hated. [ have
laid waste his hill country and left his heritage to jackals of the desert.” (Malachi 1:2-3)
Paul reemphasizes this in Romans:
“And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather
Isaac, though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that
God’s purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of Him who calls—
she was told, ‘The older will serve the younger.’ As it is written, ‘Jacob I loved, but Esau [
hated.’” (Romans 9:10-13)
At first glance, Genesis 25 doesn’t seem to give us enough information to explain this divine
separation. It simply says Esau was a skillful hunter and a man of the field. But the key to

remember is this:

Character produces lifestyle.

Esau: A Picture of the Flesh

Esau’s life reveals a pattern of flesh-driven choices:

Esau — A Picture of the Flesh (Gen. 25:27)

"Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field..."
A. His pursuits showed his priorities

1. He hunted for pleasure, not provision—his family was already wealthy.



2. Man of the field—away from the family’s covenant-centered life.

B. His rejection of the spiritual

1. Showed no interest in the family’s calling or birthright.
2. Despised his birthright—sold it for one meal (Gen. 25:34).
3. Hebrews 12:16 calls him sexually immoral (“pornos”) and godless.

C. His rebellion and sin patterns

Married Hittite women—grieved his parents (Gen. 26:34-35).

Practiced open polygamy.

Married into Ishmael’s family despite knowing it displeased Isaac (Gen. 28:9).
Life characterized by living for self-gratification and impulse.
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He made life hard for his parents:

“When Esau was forty years old, he took Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite to be his wife,
and Basemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite, and they made life bitter for Isaac and Rebekah.”
(Genesis 26:34-35)

e Though specifics are limited, this shows Esau was out of sync with the family and neck-
deep in unrighteousness.
o The author of Hebrews reveals Esau’s moral failure:

“That no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal.”
(Hebrews 12:16) The Greek word used here is pornos, meaning one who prostitutes his body.

o Esau was not a nice person.

o He was an open polygamist (Genesis 26:34).

o He married into families that were not welcomed by his own.

o He even tried to manipulate the blessing by marrying one of Ishmael’s granddaughters:

“So Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan did not please Isaac his father. Esau went to Ishmael

and took as his wife, besides the wives he had, Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s
son, the sister of Nebaioth.” (Genesis 28:8-9)

Jacob: A Man of Promise

Jacob’s lifestyle was very different. Though not perfect, his character aligned more closely with
God’s purposes:

e The word translated as “quiet” or “mild” in Genesis 25:27 is often translated elsewhere as
“complete” or “blameless” (e.g., Job).



e Jacob was not rebellious like Esau. He stayed close to home, minded the family
business, and pursued righteousness.
e God never speaks ill of Jacob in Scripture.

e In Genesis 32, God changed Jacob’s name to Israel, a name that appears 2,431 times in

the Bible.

e Jacob is mentioned 345 times, compared to Isaac (123) and Abraham (230)—a testament

to his spiritual significance.

The Birthright

The birthright carried both privileges and responsibilities:
Privileges:

o Transfer of wealth
e Double portion of inheritance

Responsibilities:
o Bear the family name and title

e Take over family matters and business
o Be dedicated to God as the spiritual leader of the family

Selling the Birthright
Genesis 25:28—-34

This short passage reveals the power of fleshly desire. The nation of Israel—God’s chosen
people—passed from Esau to Jacob over a bowl of stew.

o Esau’s only interest was the double inheritance, not the spiritual legacy.
e The stew itself is symbolic:

The Hebrew word translated as “cooked” appears around 40 times and can mean “proud,”
“presumptive,” or “an unholy mixture.”

1. Esau was ruled by his stomach, not his spirit (Phil. 3:19).
B. The high cost of a cheap trade

1. One impulsive decision cost him God’s covenant blessing.
2. Gained temporary satisfaction—lost eternal privilege.



Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on
earthly things. (Php 3:19).

Could Jacob have known his brother’s lack of self-control? From this moment on, Esau would be
known as “Edom”, meaning “red.” His descendants became the Edomites—perhaps they should

have been called the Eat-omites! &

Final Reflection

This story isn’t just about two brothers—it’s about two ways of living:

e One driven by flesh, pride, and self-indulgence
e One guided by purpose, humility, and spiritual pursuit

God’s isn’t based on works but on His divine calling. Yet our choices reflect our character, and
our character shapes our legacy.

“For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit.” (Romans 8:5)

Just as Isaac favored esau so in tis world we have to be very careful that we to dotn desire flesh
over Spirit. Gods will over our will.



