Be Strong- a spiritual battle: SEPT 14 2024

5 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation...... °and through him to reconcile to himself
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.?! And you, who once were
alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order
to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, 2if indeed you continue in the faith, stable
and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all
creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. Colossians 1:15-23

1) Jesus’ Focus
Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for whoever has
suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 250 as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human
passions but for the will of God. 1 Peter 4:1-2
With an eternal perspective
Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 2Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you
had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 3 You return man to dust and
say, “Return, O children of man!” #For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a
watch in the night. Psalm 90:1-4
He accomplished what he came to accomplish
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life. Y For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him. John 3:16-17
To extend the offer of Love
2 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and
follow me. 2 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find
it. 26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in
return for his soul? Matthew 16:24-26

2) Our Focus - Join Him in Spirit
4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, °you
yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 2:4-5
| appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Romans 12:1
The battle in our hearts and outside
1 Beloved, | urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against
your soul. 1 Peter 2:11
7For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it
cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. Romans 8:7-8

The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately sick; who can understand it? Jeremiah 17:9

An awareness of the battle that is there
In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 2 Corinthians 4:4
8Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to
devour. ®Resist him... 1 Peter 5:8
2150 | find it to be a law that when | want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22 For | delight in the law of God, in
my inner being, Zbut | see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me
captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Romans 7:21-23

3) To be strong in the LORD -
7“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. 8He is like a tree planted by water, that
sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not
anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.” Jeremian 17:7-8
2Byt the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 2 gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no law. 2* And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with
its passions and desires. Galatians 5:22-24
7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. James 4:7

2Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 1* No temptation has overtaken you that
is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the
temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 1 Corinthians 10:12-13

®For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, ®and
knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7and
godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8For if these qualities are yours and are
increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. ° For
whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his
former sins. 2 Peter 1:5-9



