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Foundations: Relationships 

1) Introduction: God is relating to us 
Relate - to make or show a connection (the active definition) 

to be connected, i.e. we are related (stagnate definition) 
Passive – related as God’s creation 
For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made.  Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. 
My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your 
eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, 
when as yet there was none of them. Psalm 139:13-16 
Active- responding to God to hear, understand and follow 
13 You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you, declares the LORD, and I 
will restore your fortunes… 
18 I will pursue them with sword, famine, and pestilence, and will make them a horror to all the kingdoms of the earth, to 
be a curse, a terror, a hissing, and a reproach among all the nations where I have driven them, 19 because they did not 
pay attention to my words, declares the LORD, that I persistently sent to you by my servants the prophets, but you would 
not listen, declares the LORD.’ Jeremiah 29:10-19  
 

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life. John 3:16 
But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that 
brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. Isaiah 53:5 
 

2) With Truth and Love which is the foundation of our relationships 
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one 
another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:34-35 
 

If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient 
and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 
resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes 
all things, endures all things. 1 Corinthians 13:3-7 
 

3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of 
you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, Philippians 2:3-7 
 

3) Pouring into our relationships with God and others like He is pouring into ours 
 

Choosing our friends: equipped to share something deeper. 
33 Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” 1 Corinthians 15:33 
For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through 
love serve one another. Galatians 5:13 
 

The friends that choose us: 
10 And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus 
and his disciples. Matthew 9:10 
21 To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of 
Christ) that I might win those outside the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all 
things to all people, that by all means I might save some. 23 I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with 
them in its blessings. 1 Corinthians 9:21-23 
 

A true companion:  
A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity. Proverbs 17:17 
Corrects 
But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned…. 14 But when I saw that 
their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel…” Galatians 2:11-14 
Forgives-   
31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind 
to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. Ephesians 4:31-32 
 

Diving into the depth and breadth of our existing relationships.  
Build up/encourage…admonish   11 Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are 
doing…And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them 
all. 15 See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to everyone.  1 
Thessalonians 5:11,14-15 
Submit/obey-- obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but 
with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.  Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men Colossians 3:22 
Reprove,  rebuke and exhort ---2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, 
with complete patience and teaching. 2 Timothy 4:2 


