
Be Real: The book of James 
written by Jesus’ Brother 

1. As a kid James must have been confused 

The messiah as a servant - 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” Mark 10:45 
 
They struggled to believe - And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is out 
of his mind.” Mark 3:21 
 
 For not even his brothers believed in him. John 7: 5 
 
After seeing Jesus alive again, it seems James was in- 
This letter is from James, a slave of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. I am writing to the “twelve tribes”—Jewish 
believers scattered abroad. Greetings! James 1:1 

 
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures,  that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of 
whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 1 
Corinthians 15:3-7 

 

Even the disciples struggled to accept what Jesus was here to do- 

31 Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? 
32 Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will 

be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. 33 I 

have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take 

heart; I have overcome the world.” John 16:31-33 

Their understanding of the Messiah was focused on His 2nd coming 
 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am 

not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he 

will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire.” Matthew 3:11-12 

 
The block/the misunderstanding  

The savior as a Lion – powerful, majestic, kingly 

For to us a child is born,  to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 

shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6 
As a Lamb/Shepherd - long hours in the sun, serving personally caring for each one 

“I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they know me, just as my Father knows me and I know the Father. 
So I sacrifice my life for the sheep. John 10:14-15 
45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45 

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him 

the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is 

led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. Isaiah 53:6-

7 

 
Sin is the great equalizer 

God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God. Matthew 5:8 



”But I [Jesus] say, if you are even angry with someone, you are subject to judgment! If you call someone an 

idiot, you are in danger of being brought before the court. And if you curse someone, you are in danger of the 

fires of hell. Matthew 5:22 

“But I [Jesus] say, anyone who even looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his 

heart.” Matthew 5:28 
As in water face reflects face, so the heart of man reflects the man. Proverbs 27:19 
 
So 2 things so far: 1)Jesus didn’t fit their picture of the messiah.2) If he was coming as the 

messiah they were looking for, they were also in big trouble… their hearts were in trouble 

2. The breakthrough 

James changed by the Risen Jesus:  
26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your 
flesh and give you a heart of flesh. Ezekiel 36:26 
 Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent. Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone 
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. Revelation 3:19-20 
A servant with authority, a servant with a purpose 
13 After they finished speaking, James replied, “Brothers, listen to me. 14 Simeon has related how God first visited the 

Gentiles, to take from them a people for his name. 15 And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is written, 
16 “‘After this I will return, and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it, 17 that 

the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my name, says the Lord, who makes 

these things 18 known from of old.’ 19 Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who turn 

to God, 20 but should write to them to abstain from the things polluted by idols, and from sexual immorality, and 

from what has been strangled, and from blood. 21 For from ancient generations Moses has had in every city those who 

proclaim him, for he is read every Sabbath in the synagogues.” Acts 15:13-21 

And as a leader in the church, as the authority he writes the book of James that starts out:  
James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings. James 1:1 
 

3. The application – the book of James 

4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among 
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being 
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:4-11 

Trials and tribulations-not to come out as the heroic conqueror but to be stuck to Jesus—JOY 
2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your 
faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing. James 1:2-4 
7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 
law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may 
know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any 
means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Philippians 3:7-11 

If you are a believer, you are a doer 



24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But the one who looks into the perfect 
law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 
James 1:24-25 

Wisdom of the world/worldliness 
4 You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes 
to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture 
says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it 
says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and 
he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded. James 4:4-8 

Holy Fruit – our actions do have results 
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the meekness of 
wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the 
truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where jealousy 
and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. James 3:13-19 

Showing no partiality sin is the great equalizer, inclusiveness 
12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to one 
who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. James 2:12-13 
 


