
 
The Ghost of Christmas past 
I. Introduction- 
Christmas; Christ mass,  a joyful celebration of Jesus 
Carol; to sing especially in a joyful manner 
Scrooge; a miserly person, cheapskate, penny-pincher, piker’ skinflint. tightwad 
Bah; an expression of contempt or disagreement,  
Humbug; deceptive or false talk or behavior 
No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, 
and they ridiculed him. And he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your 
hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God.  Lk 16:13 
II. God’s Christmas story of hope-  
The angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. Lk 2:10 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Isa 9:6 
Christmas; Christ mass, communion and celebration of Christ birth, and that Christ our savior and Lord now dwells is with 
us 
Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these. Mk 12:29 
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone 
has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in 
him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. I Jn 3:16 
III. Communication from the spirit world-  
It is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment,  so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of 
many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. Heb 9:27 
Between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, 
and none may cross from there to us. he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will 
repent.’ He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise 
from the dead.’” Lk 16:26 
A. Our past decision will define out future-  
Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. For the one who sows to his own 
flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us 
not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. Gal 6:7 
B. What a good business man is-  
Mankind is my business, the common good is my business 
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but 
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and 
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Mat 6:19 
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our 
brothers and sisters. If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on 
them, how can the love of God be in that person? I Jn 3:16 
C. The angel of Christmases past-  
III. What is the message from our past? 
1. What are some things that happened in your past that shaped who you are, for better or worse? 
2. What are some things in your present circumstances that control you 
3. What will your future look like, if you change nothing about yourself? 
4. What might your preferred future look like assuming you make some changes? 
“Thus says the LORD who made the earth, the LORD who formed it to establish it—the LORD is his name: Call to me and 
I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known. Jer 33:2 
Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! And see if there be any grievous way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting! Ps 139:23  
Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For 
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he 
gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Mat 16:24 
 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Gal 2:20  
V. Summary and application  
Mankind is my business, the common good is my business 
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Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you 
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Phil 2:3 

 
 
 

 

 

 


