
 
Acting out: how to preach 
I. Introduction-  
You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. Acts 1:8 
He said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.  Whoever believes and is baptized 
will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. Mk 16:15 
Speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole 
body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the 
body grow so that it builds itself up in love. Eph 4:15 
Acting out as a Christian-= to behave as Jesus would in our lives, our trials, failures and in our relationships with others.  
Gospel= God's plan to restore humanity to Himself 
 the good news about Jesus Christ 
Evangelist= a person who evangelizes  
 an enthusiastic advocate telling good news 
Preach= to proclaim something which has been done 
  announcing the gospel of Jesus 
B. Reluctant preachers-  
If I say, “I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name,” there is in my heart as it were a burning fire shut up in 
my bones, and I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. Jer 20:9 
For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! I Cor 9:16 
Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure. Phil 2:12 
Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that 
Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test! II Cor 13:5 
C. Same goal, different styles for telling others about Jesus  
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: whoever speaks, as one 
who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in 
everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. I Pet 4:10 

Confrontational, Intellectual, Testimonial, Relational, Invitational, Service 
D. The greatest sermon ever preached 
Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him and he opened his 
mouth and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are those 
who mourn, for they shall be comforted. “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. “Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of 
God. “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are 
you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. When Jesus finished 
these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, 29 for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and 
not as their scribes. Mat 5:1 & 7:28 
E. The greatest message ever preached- 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has 
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. Jn 3:16  
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. I am the good 
shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  Jn 10:10 
II. Be prepared to preach-  
A. Be enthusiastic-  
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Gal 2:20 
You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. Acts 1:8 
Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his 
good pleasure. Phil 2:12 
Enthusiasm- possessed by a god, inspired. En-theo, in God, in Christ 
B. Preaching is one beggar humbly telling another where to find bread-  
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you 
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 
Christ Jesus. Phil 2:3 



 
The Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and 
sinners?” And Jesus answered them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I have not 
come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.” Lk 5:30 
For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by 
faith. Rom 3:22 
C. Study to show ourselves approved by God-  
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work II Tim 3:16 
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the 
word of truth. II Tim 2:15 
In your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are 
slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. I Pet 3:15 
IV. Know our audience-  

Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 25 and needed no one to bear witness 

about man, for he himself knew what was in man. Jn 2:24 
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Jn 3:23 
I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I 
lay down my life for the sheep. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up 
again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to 
take it up again.  Jn 10:14 
A. The Apostle Paul’s preaching changes the world-  
This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ 
Jesus through the gospel. Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me 
by the working of his power. To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for 
ages in God, who created all things. Eph 3:6 
I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace 
of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, 
though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. I Cor 15:9 
B. On a mission from God-  
A vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, “Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.” And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding 
that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. Act 16:9 
A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened 
her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. Act 16:14 
1. The conversion of a Roman jailer- and a church was stated-  
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, and 
suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors 
were opened, and everyone’s bonds were unfastened. When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he 
drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a loud voice, 
“Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell 
down before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And they said, 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” And they spoke the word of the Lord to him 
and to all who were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was 
baptized at once, he and all his family. Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced 
along with his entire household that he had believed in God. Acts 16:25 
2. Preaching to a Jewish audience in Thessalonica- and a church was stated- 
Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue 
of the Jews. And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 
explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, 
whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.” And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many 
of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women. Acts 17:1 
3. Using scripture and fulfilled prophecy-  
But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought 
us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. Isa 53:5 
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you 
have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. I 
Pet 2:24 



 
Know therefore and understand that from the going out of the word to restore and build Jerusalem to the coming of an 
anointed one, a prince, there shall be seven weeks. Then for sixty-two weeks it shall be built again with squares and 
moat, but in a troubled time. And after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off and shall have nothing. Dan 
9:25 
4. A church was started- 
Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and 
proving that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim 
to you, is the Christ.” And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the devout 
Greeks and not a few of the leading women. Acts 17:1 
5. Jewish believers who studied the scripture to see if Paul was right-  
The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, and when they arrived they went into the Jewish 
synagogue. Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, 
examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. Many of them therefore believed, with not a few Greek 
women of high standing as well as men. Acts 17:10 
C. Paul speaks to polytheists and philosophers in Athens-  
Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the city was full of 
idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with 
those who happened to be there. Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, 
“What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was 
preaching Jesus and the resurrection. And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what 
this new teaching is that you are presenting? For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore 
what these things mean.” Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing 
except telling or hearing something new. Acts 17:16 
1. Paul peaches Jesus as their “unknown God”- 
So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very 
religious. For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To 
the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. Acts 17:22 
2. Paul describes the reality of who and what God is- 
The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by 
man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and 
breath and everything. And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 
determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their 
way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, for “‘In him we live and move and have our 
being’; as even some of your own poets have said, “‘For we are indeed his offspring. Acts 17:22 
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/15-amazing-attributes-of-god-what-they-mean-and-why-they-
matter.html 
3. God has shown Jesus is the savior of the world by raising Him from the dead-  
Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by 
the art and imagination of man. The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; 
and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” Act 17:29 
4. Resurrection from the dead is mocked and Jesus is rejected-  
Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. Act 17:32 
For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. Where 
is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of 
the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly 
of what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. I Cor 1:18 
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