
 
 

Obey like Jesus 
I. Introduction- 
So that the world may know that I love the Father, I do exactly as the Father commanded Me. Jn 14:31(NASB) 
If you love me, you will keep my commandments. Jn 14:15 
“I the LORD search the heart and test the mind, to give every man according to his ways, according to the fruit of his 
deeds. Jer 17:10 
If; in case,  on condition that, denote indefiniteness or conditionality 
So that the world may know that I love the Father, I do exactly as the Father commanded Me. Jn 14:31(NASB) 
He fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, 
but as you will.” Mat 25:39 
He emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Phil 2:7 
If we love and follow Jesus we will stive to do the will of the Father  
If you love me, you will keep my commandments. Jn 14:15 
Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, but whoever keeps 
his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. I Jn 2:4 
Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For 
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he 
gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Mat 16:24 
II. Real love produces first time obedience from the heart-  
“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other 
gods before me. Ex 20:2 
He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is 
the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two 
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” Mat 22:37 
A. Loving obedience and respect has to be taught-   
The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?  Jer 17:10 
The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure 
produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I 
tell you?  Lk 6;45 
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first commandment 
with a promise), “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.” Eph 6: 
1. We are all born sinners with “folly” in our heart-  
Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline drives it far from him. Prov 22:15 
For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Rom 3:23 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a 
liar, and his word is not in us. Jn 1:8 &10 
Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. I Jn 3:4 
Folly; lack of good sense or normal prudence and foresight 
 criminally or tragically foolish actions or conduct 
Sin; lawlessness, rebellion against authority  
2. Parents are to lovingly discipline to remove folly and rebellion and foolishness from the hearts of their children 
Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline drives it far from him. Prov 22:15 
Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is diligent to discipline him. Prov. 13:24 

Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 
Eph 6:4 
A foolish son is a grief to his father and bitterness to her who bore him. Prov 17:25 
3. God lovingly disciplines those He loves-  
“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines the 
one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you 
as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? Heb 12:5 
Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but he who hates reproof is stupid. Prov 12:1 
Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. For the one who sows to his own 
flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us 
not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. Gal 6:7 
B. The satanic challenges to God and His truth in f 2023- 
But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” Gen 3:4 
You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! Do you want to be shown, you foolish 
person, that faith apart from works is useless? Jam 2:19 



 
That in the last days there will come times of difficulty. For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, 
abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, 
not loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the 
appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. I Tim 3:1 
1. The worship of self and rebellion from God and His truth in 2023 
For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. II 
Tim 4:3 
If our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of 
the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. II Cor 4:3 
Dr. Bengamin Spock- parents needed to be more nurturing. Not discipline-  
Dr. Abraham Maslow- teaching high self-esteem 
Educator Louis Raths  Values clarification  
2. The rejection of God and His truth-  
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their 
unrighteousness suppress the truth. For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, 
but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became 

fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man. Though they know God’s 
righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to 
those who practice them. Rom 1:18, 21 & 32 
III. Know the truth, the truth will set us free-  
I always do the things that are pleasing to him.” As he was saying these things, many believed in him. So Jesus said to 
the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free. Jn 8:29 
After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him.  So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to 
go away as well?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, 69 and we 
have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.” Jn 6:66 
“Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are 
many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. 
“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. Mat 713 
A. Abide in Jesus and His word-  
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is 
glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide 
in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love. Jn 15:7 
If; in case,  on condition that, denote indefiniteness or conditionality 
By this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. 4 Whoever says “I know him” but does 
not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of 
God is perfected. I Jn 2:3 
If; in case,  on condition that, denote indefiniteness or conditionality 
2. Abide in Jesus’ presence-  
This is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. And if we know 
that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him. I Jn 5:15 
If; in case,  on condition that, denote indefiniteness or conditionality 
The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. Phil4:5 
Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! And see if there be any grievous way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting,  Ps 139:23 
C. Study God’s word to know Jesus will for us-  
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness,  that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. II Tim 3:16 
The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your righteous rules endures forever. Ps 119:160 
Inspired: beathed by God  
Inerrant: free from error 
Immutable :not capable of being changed  
Authoritative: proceeding from One with the authority to  command 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly 
handling the word of truth. II Tim 2:15 
Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedience.  For the word of God is 
living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, 



 
and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and 
exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account. Heb 4:11 
IV. Present ourselves to God as obedient slaves-  

Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom 
you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? Rom 6:16 
If we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will 
never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.  For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he 
lives he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. Rom 6:8 
A. Be born again by death into the life of Jesus-  
1. I have been Crucified with Christ-  
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Gal 2:20 
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 
me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a 
man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? Mat 16:24 
2. The new life in Christ-  
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Jn 3:3 
I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse 
you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your 
flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful 
to obey my rules. Ezk 36:25 
B. Love for Jesus causes us to abhor our sins- 
If you love me, you will keep my commandments. Jn 14:15 
Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Mat 4:17 
Repent; to change one's mind for better,  heartily to amend with abhorrence of one's past sins 
 You, who were dead in your trespasses, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by 
canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. Col 
2:13 
No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because 
he has been born of God. I Jn 3:9 

IV. Guard our hearts with love-  
Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life. Prov 4:12 
Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 
devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith I Pet 5:8 
For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. The sacrifices of God 
are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. Ps 51:16 

Whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. Jam 4:17 
A. Spiritual forces of wickedness  
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 
stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places. Eph 6:10 
I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.  For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, 
and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things 
you want to do. Gal 5:16 
B. Truth vs. feelings no compromise 
You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? This persuasion is not from him who calls you. A little 
leaven leavens the whole lump. Gal 5:7 
You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to 
be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. . Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to 
the humble.” Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Jam 4:4 
V. Summary and application-  
His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. 
Enter into the joy of your master.' Mat 25:21 
Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father 
who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in 
your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’  And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, 
you workers of lawlessness.’ Mat 7:21 
Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And 
the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been 
founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who 



 
built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it 
fell, and great was the fall of it. Mat 7:24 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


