
 
Finishing well 

I. Introduction-  

• Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! Ps 133:1 

• A good man leaves an inheritance to his children's children, but the sinner's wealth is laid up 
for the righteous. Prov 13:22 

Inheritance= money, property, etc., that is received from someone when that person dies 
A. Today is about leaving an inheritance-  

• LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure of my days; let me know how 
fleeting I am! Ps 39:4 

B. Sources of information for finishing well  
1. The bible as a source of information on leaving a Godly inheritance–  

• All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for 
every good work. II Tim 3:16 

2. Pre-memorial meetings I have been part of  
3. Visiting people at the end of their lives 

• A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize 
them by their fruits. Mat 7:18 

• The works of the flesh are evident: immorality, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, 
dissensions, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do 
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. Gal 5:19 

• But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Gal 5:22 

4. My personal preparation for my inheritance after my death  

• It is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage 
now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. 
Phil 1:20 

C. Death is inevitable, how we prepare for it is optional-  

• Just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment. Heb 9:27 
D. Are we ready spiritually and relationally to die- 

• His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a 
little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master. Mat 25:21 

• On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out 
demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare 
to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ Mat 7:22 

II. We will be remembered by the fruit of our relationships and life-   

• Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is 
set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God. Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that 
you may not grow weary or fainthearted. In your struggle against sin. Heb 12:1 

A. Heaven is watching our race-  

• For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to give strong support to 
those whose heart is blameless toward him. II Chron 6:9 

• The eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good. Prov. 15:3 
B. Our family here on earth-  
1. Love our mates to the end-   

• “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and 
the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that 
she respects her husband. Eph 5:31 

2. Parents and children from the message on family and marriage-  

• Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Prov 
22:6 

• Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother” 
(this is the first commandment with a promise), 3 “that it may go well with you and that you 
may live long in the land. Eph 6:1 

C. Live in harmony with everyone-  
1. Radically love and serve others  

• Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, Phil 2:3 

2. Sacrificial forgiveness-  

• If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Rom 12:16 

• For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 15 but if 
you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
Mat 6:14 

D. Continue to repent and grow in Christ and His character 

• Speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ. Eph 4:14 

• Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies 
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Phil 3:13 

• Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments and how inscrutable his ways! “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who 
has been his counselor?” Rom 11:32 

E. To tell others about the good news of Jesus-  

• You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. Act 1:8 

III. Planning and preparing for our memorial-  

• Commit your work to the LORD, and your plans will be established. Prov 16:3 

• The prudent sees danger and hides himself, but the simple go on and suffer for it. Prov 27:12 
A. No one knows for sure the moment when we are going to die- 

• He told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and he thought 
to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do 
this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my 



 
goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; 
relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of 
you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up 
treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” Lk 12:15 

• The LORD has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all. Ps 
103:19 

• If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that 
are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ 
who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Col 3:1 

B. Plan ahead for our memorial- 
C. Tell other about Jesus-  

• I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course 
and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of 
God. Act 20:24 

• Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. 6 Let your speech always 
be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each 
person. Col 4:5 

D. Continue our ministry-  

• As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied 
grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who 
serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. I Pet 4:10 

IV. Summary and application- 

• For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has 
come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have 
loved his appearing. II Tim 4:1 

 

 


