
 

Easter, He has risen! 
I. Introduction-  
A. The gift of Easter 
God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified 
by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. Rom 5:8 
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have 
been healed. I Pet 2:24 
“Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they 
laid him. Mk 16:6 
B. The proof of Easter-  
He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 
about the kingdom of God. Acts 1:3 
He said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not 
disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” Jn 20:26 
C. What would change if the tomb was not empty-   
If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in 
Christ have perished. If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. I Cor 15:17 
If Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if 
there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then our 
preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. I Cor 15:12 
D. The hope of Easter-  
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we 
too might walk in newness of life. Rom 6:3 
II. Jesus did rise from the dead; proof that the tomb was indeed empty-  
I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 
that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, 
then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 
some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 
appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church 
of God. I Cor 15:3 

A. The radical transformation of lives when they encountered the risen Jesus- 
1. They took up their cross and followed Jesus-  
Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For 
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he 
gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? For the Son of Man is going to 
come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done. Mat 
16:24 

2. They boldly proclaimed that Jesus was alive  
Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and 
signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite 
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised him up, loosing the pangs 
of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. Acts 2:22  

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were 
astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. Act 4:11 
B. They died for their faith in the risen Jesus-  

They have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their 
lives even unto death. Rev 12:11 
C. Christ is hidden from those who are perishing-  
If our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. II Cor 4:3 

In 2022 67% identify as Christian, 2% understand and follow biblical Christianity 
D. The diligent will find the truth-  
1. The power of fulfilled prophecy-  
“For the Lord GOD does nothing without revealing his secret to his servants the prophets. Amos 3:7 
Tell us what is to come hereafter, that we may know that you are gods; do good, or do harm, that we may be dismayed and 
terrified. Behold, you are nothing, and your work is less than nothing; an abomination is he who chooses you. Isa 41:23 
2. Prophecies about Jesus-  
He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their 
faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. He was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity 
of us all.  Isa 53:3 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? All who see me mock me; they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; 
“He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, for he delights in him!” a company of evildoers encircles me; 
they have pierced my hands and feet— I can count all my bones— they stare and gloat over me; they divide my garments 
among them, and for my clothing they cast lots. Ps 22:1-26 

III. The  changed lives of the disciples-  
You, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having 
forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set 
aside, nailing it to the cross. Col 2:13 
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Gal 2:20 
The facts of life  

1) Fact: There is an infinite, holy, and personal God who created everything and who has absolute sovereign 
control over His creation therefore He either ordains or allows everything that happens. 
2) Fact: The Bible is immutable and inerrant truth that is inspired by God.  
3) Fact: Jesus Christ is the only way for our sins to be atoned for so we can personally know a holy God and to 
enter a holy heaven.  
4) Fact: I can have a real, personal relationship with God through faith in Jesus as my Lord and Savior.  
5) Fact: God will do for me what the Bible promises He will do.  

IV. The radical cross-  
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Gal 2:20 
“The cross of Christ is the most revolutionary thing to appear among men. The cross of old Roman times knew no 
compromise: it never made concessions. It won all its arguments by killing its opponent and silencing him for good. It spared 
not Christ, but slew Him the same as the rest. He was alive when they hung Him on that cross and completely dead when 
they took Him down six hours later.  
 The radical cross, A.W. Tozer 


