
 

Acting Out in Western Culture 
Acting out as a Christian: To behave as Jesus would, in our lives…during our trials and in our failures, in our relationships 

with others, in action, thought and words 
I. The Gospel Infused the birth and development of America 

14 Do everything without complaining and arguing, 15 so that no one can criticize you. Live clean, innocent lives 
as children of God, shining like bright lights in a world full of crooked and perverse people.  Philippians 2:14 
 

From the Declaration of Independence- These truth’s that are self evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator (God) with certain unalienable rights such as Life, Liberty and the pursuit of happiness 

 They know the truth about God because he has made it obvious to them.  For ever since the world was created, people 
have seen the earth and sky. Through everything God made, they can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal 
power and divine nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God. Romans 1:19-20 
 

15 “But if you refuse to listen to the LORD your God and do not obey all the commands and decrees I am giving you today, 
all these curses will come and overwhelm you: Deuteronomy 28:15 
 

14 Then if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sins and restore their land. 2 Chronicles 7:14 

II. The Great Confusion The Twisting of the Gospel   
The American Gospel/ The Prosperity Gospel: https://youtu.be/ocHm18wUAGU 

For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. They will follow their own 
desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching ears want to hear. They will reject the truth 
and chase after myths. 2 Timothy 4:3 
 

When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very clear: sexual immorality, impurity, lustful 
pleasures, idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, envy, 
drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like these. Galatians 5:19-21 

III. Straightening it out  
You say, ‘I am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t need a thing!’ And you don’t realize that you are wretched and 
miserable and poor and blind and naked…I correct and discipline everyone I love. So be diligent and turn from your 
indifference.“Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in, and we will 
share a meal together as friends... “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying 
to the churches.” Revelation 3:17-22 
 

So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have nothing to do with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, 
and evil desires. Don’t be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world.  Because of 
these sins, the anger of God is coming. Colossians 3:5-6 
God is the Judge 

O God, you take no pleasure in wickedness; you cannot tolerate the sins of the wicked. Therefore, the proud may not 
stand in your presence, for you hate all who do evil. You will destroy those who tell lies. The LORD detests murderers and 
deceivers. Psalm 5:4-6 
God is the Savior 
But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them sing joyful praises forever. Spread your protection over them, that all 
who love your name may be filled with joy. Psalm 5:11 
God’s the boss 

Keep me safe, O God, for I have come to you for refuge.  I said to the LORD, “You are my Master! Every good thing I have 
comes from you.” Psalm 16:1-2 
 

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your 
cross, and follow me. 25 If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will 
save it. Matthew 16:24 
 

19 For when I tried to keep the law, it condemned me. So I died to the law—I stopped trying to meet all its 
requirements—so that I might live for God. 20 My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ lives in me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
Galatians 2:19-20 

IV. Acting the Gospel out in America, in Americans, in you 
 Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and fear. 13 For God is working in 
you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him. 14 Do everything without complaining and arguing, 15 so 
that no one can criticize you. Live clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining like bright lights in a world full of 
crooked and perverse people. 16 Hold firmly to the word of life; then, on the day of Christ’s return, I will be proud that I 
did not run the race in vain and that my work was not useless. 17 But I will rejoice even if I lose my life, pouring it out like 
a liquid offering to God, just like your faithful service is an offering to God. And I want all of you to share that joy. 18 Yes, 
you should rejoice, and I will share your joy. Philippians 2:12-18 
 

And our opportunity to spread the Gospel: 
Brothers and sisters, we urge you to warn those who are lazy. Encourage those who are timid. Take tender care of those 
who are weak. Be patient with everyone… Always be joyful.  Never stop praying. Be thankful in all circumstances, for this 
is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus. 1 Thessalonians 5:14-18 
 

https://youtu.be/ocHm18wUAGU


 

link to list of revivals- https://churchleaders.com/outreach-missions/outreach-missions-

articles/257668-brief-history-spiritual-revival-awakening-america.html 


