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Acting out for the Unclean 
I. Introduction-  
You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth. Acts 1:8 
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me. Gal 2:20 

Acting out= to behave badly or in a socially unacceptable manner  
Acting out as a Christian-= to behave as Jesus  would in our lives, our trials,  failures and in our relationships with others.  
Unclean= morally, socially or spiritually impure contaminated 

 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  Jn 14:6 
He said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that I should not 
call any person common or unclean. Act 10:28 

Inclusive=  broad in orientation including everyone 
Exclusive= excluding or having power to exclude 
Unclean= morally, socially or spiritually impure 
 Contaminated 

II. God unites His church-  
A. God works through Peter with power- 
The church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy 
Spirit, it multiplied. Now as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints who lived at Lydda. There he found a man named Aeneas, 
bedridden for eight years, who was paralyzed. And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make your bed.” And immediately he rose. And all 
the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord. Acts 9:32 
Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas. She was full of good works and acts of charity. In those days she became ill 
and died.  Peter rose and went with them. And when he arrived, they took him to the upper room. Peter put them all outside, and knelt down and prayed; and 
turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. And he gave her his hand and raised her up. Then, 
calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive. And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. And he stayed in Joppa for many 
days with one Simon, a tanner. Acts 9:36  
A. God acts out to unit His church-  
1. Peter the leader of the disciples  
He fell into a trance and saw the heavens opened and something like a great sheet descending, being let down by its four corners upon the earth. In it were all 
kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of the air. And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never 
eaten anything that is common or unclean.” And the voice came to him again a second time, “What God has made clean, do not call common. Acts 10:10 
Prejudice= preconceived judgment or opinion 

an adverse opinion or leaning formed without just grounds or before sufficient knowledge 
2.  Cornelius a Roman centurion- the enemy of the Jews  

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/excluding
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/exclude
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At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was known as the Italian Cohort, a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave 
alms generously to the people, and prayed continually to God. About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God come in and say to him, 
“Cornelius.” And he stared at him in terror and said, “What is it, Lord?” And he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before 
God. And now send men to Joppa and bring one Simon who is called Peter. He is lodging with one Simon, a tanner Acts 10:1 
B. God acts to show His heart and His plan- 
1. Peter gives the good news-  
Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable 
to him. As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), you yourselves know what happened 
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed:  how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the 
Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, not to all the people but to 
us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. Act 10:34 
2. God gives the Holy Spirit at the gentile Pentecost-  
While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter 
were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then 
Peter declared, “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have? Acts 10:44 

Inclusive=  broad in orientation including everyone 
B. Why is this important and why should you listen in 2022  
C. The church of Jesus Christ is the hope for divided world-  
Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable 
to him. Acts 10:34 
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another.” Jn 13:34 
 Love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the evil. Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. “Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, 
and you will be forgiven. Lk 6:35 
III. God’s heart and desire is for unity and love for His family-  
Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength. ‘The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ Mk 12:29 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Jn 3:16 
A. God created all men and women equal-  
God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the 
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him; male and female he created them. Gen 1:26 
 Imago dei=  men and women are made in the image of God or as God's image bearers   
Progenitor= a person from which a person is descended or originates 
1. Mankind is created genetically equal-  
The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as 
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all 
the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place Acts 17:24 
Progenitor= a person or thing from which a person, animal, or plant is descended or originates; an ancestor or parent 
2. Mankind is created spiritually equal-  
God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be 
saved by him from the wrath of God. Rom 5:8 
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He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. I Pet 2:24 
God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set 
aside, nailing it to the cross. Col 2:13 
Propitiation: an expiatory sacrifice, to extinguish the guilt incurred 
Repentance: to change one's mind for better, heartily to amend with abhorrence of one's past and present sins 
C. God’s covenant with Israel, with His church and with us-  
If you faithfully obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do all his commandments that I command you today, the LORD your God will set you high 
above all the nations of the earth. And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you obey the voice of the LORD your God. Deut 28:1 
But if you will not obey the voice of the LORD your God or be careful to do all his commandments and his statutes that I command you today, then all these curses 
shall come upon you and overtake you.  Deut 28:15 
V, Summary and application- 
For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.  For this we declare to you by 
a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will 
descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then 
we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore 
encourage one another with these words. I Thes 4:14 
 
 
 
 
 


