
 
Preparing for battle  
I. Introduction-  
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened 
on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all 
circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. Eph 6:13 

Spiritual= of or relating to supernatural beings or phenomena 
Spiritual weapons= weapons with supernatural power 
Battle= a struggle to succeed or survive 
Preparing= to make ready beforehand for some purpose 
  to put in a proper state of mind 

A. Our mission-  

You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth. Act 1:8 
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins. Col 1:13 
Our mission: “to change Ridgecrest one heart at a time” 

B. The spiritual battle is over the truth about God and about Jesus- 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned. Jn 3:16 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you had known me, you would have known my 
Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” Jn 14:6 

II. Be combat ready-  
Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Eph 6:10 

Spiritual= of or relating to supernatural beings or phenomena 
Battle= a struggle to succeed or survive 
Preparing= to make ready beforehand for some purpose 

  to put in a proper state of mind 
A. Examine ourselves-  
Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed 
you fail to meet the test! 6 I hope you will find out that we have not failed the test. II Cor 13:5 
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me. Gal 2:20 

-67% of parents of preteens claim to be Christian, but only 2% of parents actually hold a biblical worldview. 
B. Put on the full armor of God-  
1. Weapons of purity and knowledge by the power the Holy Spirit-  
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened 
on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of 
peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. Eph 6:13 

Spiritual= of or relating to supernatural beings or phenomena 
Spiritual weapons= weapons with supernatural power 

2. Offensive weapons  



 
For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart. And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 
Heb 4:12 
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God[fn] may be 
complete, equipped for every good work. II Tim 3:16 
Be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. Phil 4:6 
C. Be the messenger and the message-  
He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first 
commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. Mat 22:37 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus. Phil 2:2 
God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Rom 5:8 
D. Know our mission field-  
For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. Lk 19:10 
For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” Mat 9:13 
I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents. Lk 15:10 
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
Col 1:13 
III. Understand who the real enemy is-   
A. Satan is the real enemy not the sin or the sinner-  
Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that 
the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. I Pet 5:8 
For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel 
of light. 15 So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. II Cor 11:13 
B. Without Jesus we are in bondage to the devil-  
You were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is 
now at work in the sons of disobedience— among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were 
by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. Eph 2:1 
If our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing 
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. II Cor 4:3 
C. We are to offer freedom to the captives-  
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—
by grace you have been saved. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 
no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Eph 2:4 
Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men 
who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. 
But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. I Cor 6:9 
D. Pick our battlefields  
Whatever town or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you depart. As you enter the house, greet it. And if the house is worthy, let your 
peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. And if anyone will not receive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet 
when you leave that house or town. Truly, I say to you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that 
town. “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. 
 Mat 10:11 
1. Be as wise as serpents, innocent as doves- 
Whatever town or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you depart.  Mat 10:11 



 
2.  Find the one with ears to hear- 
As he said these things, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear. And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, he said, “To you it has 
been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’ 
Lk 8:9 
I love those who love me, and those who seek me diligently find me.  Prov 8:17 
I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon me and come and 
pray to me, and I will hear you. You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you, declares the LORD, and I will restore 
your fortunes. Jer 29:11 
IV. Examine yourself- 

 

EXAMINE 
YOURSELF 

to see if you are of the faith (2 Cor 13:5) 
 

When I am a genuine Christian, there is evidence that I have a personal and biblical  
relationship with God, through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, who lives in me. 

 
If I choose to follow Jesus with all my life; God has given me certain 
promises that apply to me. 

If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come. 2 Corinthians 5:17 

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives 
in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave Himself for me. Galatians 2:20 

You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.” Acts 1:8 

Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works 
in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. Philippians 2:12-13 

If the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who 
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
through His Spirit who dwells in you. Romans 8:11 

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control. And those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
flesh with its passions and desires. 
Galatians 5:22-24 

 
We are to test ourselves to see if Jesus is 
working and living through us in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or 
do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless 
indeed you fail to meet the test! 2 Corinthians 13:5 

Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works 
in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.  Do all things without 
grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and innocent, children of 
God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among 
whom you shine as lights in the world.  Philippians 2:12-15 

 
There is evidence and proof that we are in Christ, that Christ lives through 
my life, and that the Holy Spirit is present.  Read Psalm 139. 

1. We will have a growing love (agape love) for God. 

We love because He first loved us. 1 John 4:19 

And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind and with all your strength. Mark 12:30 

2. We will have a growing love for others. 

By this all people will know that You are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” John 13:35 

If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who 
does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has 
not seen. 1 John 4:20 

I will walk with 
integrity of heart 
within my house 

Psalm 101:2 
 



 
“The second is this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 
other commandment greater than these.” Mark 12:31 

3. We will strive to obey God’s commandments. 

“If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.” John 14:15 

By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and 
obey His commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. 1 John 5:2-
3 

By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His 
commandments. Whoever says “I know Him” but does not keep His 
commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, but whoever keeps His 
word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. 1 John 2:3-5 

4. We will know we are going to heaven when we die. 

By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day 
of judgment, because as He is so also are we in this world. There is no fear 
in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, 
and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 1 John 4:17-18 

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
Romans 8:16 

5. We will have a desire to connect with God through reading the Bible and 
praying. 

But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying 
in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy 
of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. Jude 1:20-21 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow 
up into salvation 1 Peter 2:2 

I will delight in Your statutes; I will not forget Your 
word. Psalm 119:16 

For I find my delight in Your 
commandments, which I love. Psalm 
119:47 

6. We will have a desire to serve God and 
others for His glory. 

But if anyone has the world's goods and sees 
his brother in need, yet closes his heart 
against him, how does God's love abide in him? 

Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 1 John 
3:17-18 

If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of 
you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them 
the things needed for the body, what good is that? So also faith by itself, if it 
does not have works, is dead. James 2:15-17  

7. We will have a desire to tell others about God. 

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through 
us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 2 Corinthians 
5:20 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 
will be My witnesses Acts 1:8 

8. We will have a growing awareness of sin in our lives. 

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Psalm 51:3 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 1 
John 1:8 

If we say we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 
1 John 1:10 

I will walk with integrity of heart within my house; I will not set before my eyes 
anything that is worthless. I hate the work of those who fall away; it shall not 
cling to me. A perverse heart shall be far from me; I will know nothing of evil. 
Psalm 101:2-4 

9. We will grow in maturity. 

If the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who 
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
through His Spirit who dwells in you. Romans 8:11 

So that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and 
carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in 
deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in 
every way into Him who is the head, into Christ, Ephesians 4:14 

Put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is 
corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your 
minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true 
righteousness and holiness. Ephesians 4:22-24 

10. We will want to fulfill our purpose here on earth so that our lives will count 
for eternity. 

 
We are 

ambassadors 
for Christ 

2 Corinthians 5:20 
 



 
But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. Matthew 6:20-21  

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:10
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