
Forked Tongue: intent to mislead or deceive —usually used in the phrase to speak with forked tongue 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He said to the 

woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”  Genesis 3:1  

 

BEFORE JAMES… IN THE BEGINNING 

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. Genesis 1:3 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He said to the 

woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” Genesis 3:1 

 

THE POWER OF WORDS  

Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruits. Proverbs 18:21 

For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to 

bridle his whole body. James 3:2 

No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted 

beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure 

it. 1 Corinthians 10:13 

 

POWER MUST HAVE A SOURCE – HEART 

You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 

speaks. 35 The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure 

brings forth evil. Matthew 12:34-35 

For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. Matthew 

15:19 

If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 4 Look at the 

ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever 

the will of the pilot directs. 5 So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. How great a forest 

is set ablaze by such a small fire! James 3:3-5 

 

WE WILL BE JUDGED IN WHAT WE SAY – BY THE WORLD AND GOD 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater 

strictness. James 3:1 

I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak, 37 for by your words 

you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” Matthew 12:37 

Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, competent in the 

Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way of the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught 

accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in 

the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God 

more accurately. Acts 18:24-26 



 

And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole 

body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and 

sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8 but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a 

restless evil, full of deadly poison. James 3:6-8 

With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. 10 From the 

same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring pour forth 

from the same opening both fresh and salt water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce 

figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water.             James 3:9-12 

 

PASS THE SALT! 

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 

anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet. Matthew 5:13 

Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger.     James 1:19 

If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person's religion is 

worthless. James 1:26 

 

DAILY LIFE 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern 

what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. Romans 12:2 

Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members 

one of another. Ephesians 4:25 

Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals. 1 Corinthians 15:33 

Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the body. Proverbs 16:24 

A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. Proverbs 25:1 

Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

Ephesians 6:4 

Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it 

may give grace to those who hear. Ephesians 4:29 

Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be 

thanksgiving. Ephesians 5:4 

 

APPLICATION 

Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! 24 And see if there be any grievous way in 

me, and lead me in the way everlasting! Psalm 139:23-24 

You have tried my heart, you have visited me by night, you have tested me, and you will find nothing; I have 

purposed that my mouth will not transgress. Psalm 17:3 


