Rebuilding Hope — Restoration

And they said to me, “The remnant there in the province who had survived the exile is in great trouble
and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are destroyed by fire.” Nehemiah 1:3

who were building on the wall. Those who carried burdens were loaded in such a way that each
labored on the work with one hand and held his weapon with the other. Nehemiah 4:17

So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-two days. 16 And when all
our enemies heard of it, all the nations around us were afraid and fell greatly in their own esteem, for
they perceived that this work had been accomplished with the help of our God. Nehemiah 6:15-16

RESTORATION: to repair, return to an original state
DISMANTLE- to take apart or strip.
Where have I tried to restore myself? Where have I painted over sin?

SWEETLY BROKEN

For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things
he planned for us long ago. Ephesians 2:10 (NLT)

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division
of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
Hebrews 4:12

For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief
produces death. 2 Corinthians 7:10

And at the cross You beckon me, You draw me gently to my knees,
and | am, lost for words, so lost in love, | 'm Sweetly broken, wholly surrendered

Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the people of Israel were assembled with fasting and in
sackcloth, and with earth on their heads. 2 And the Israelites separated themselves from all
foreigners and stood and confessed their sins and the iniquities of their fathers.

Nehemiah 9:1-2

They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people
understood the reading. And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and
the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do
not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law. Nehemiah 8:8-9

Do | have the courage to look into the mirror of God’s word?
Where is God speaking to me? Where does He want to restore me?

NEVERTHELESS... God is Merciful!

17 They refused to obey and were not mindful of the wonders that you performed among them, but
they stiffened their neck and appointed a leader to return to their slavery in Egypt. But you are a God
ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and did not
forsake them. Nehemiah 9:17

“Nevertheless, they were disobedient and rebelled against you and cast your law behind their back
and killed your prophets, who had warned them in order to turn them back to you, and they
committed great blasphemies. 27 Therefore you gave them into the hand of their enemies, who
made them suffer. And in the time of their suffering they cried out to you and you heard them from
heaven, and according to your great mercies you gave them saviors who saved them from the hand
of their enemies. Nehemiah 9:26-27

Many years you bore with them and warned them by your Spirit through your prophets. Yet they
would not give ear. Therefore you gave them into the hand of the peoples of the lands. 31
Nevertheless, in your great mercies you did not make an end of them or forsake them, for you are a
gracious and merciful God. Nehemiah 9:30-31

HOPE OF RESTORATION IN A SURRENDERED HEART

And | will give you a new heart, and a new spirit | will put within you. And | will remove the heart of
stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And | will put my Spirit within you, and cause
you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. Ezekiel 36:26-37

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has
come. 2 Corinthians 5:17

HAMMERS AND SWORDS: Lasting Change

But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. Galatians 5:16

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. Galatians 5:22-23

who were building on the wall. Those who carried burdens were loaded in such a way that each
labored on the work with one hand and held his weapon with the other. Nehemiah 4:17

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. Romans 12:2



