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In Jerusalem With Jesus 

Jesus replied, “‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, 

and all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 A second is 

equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ Matthew 22:37-39 

 

“The Local Church is the Hope of the World” 

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Matthew 

16:16 

Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I will 

build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it. Matthew 16:18 

All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, 

and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. Acts 2:42 

They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s 

Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity— 47 all the while 

praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord 

added to their fellowship those who were being saved. Acts 2:46-47 

The Temple 

“Have the people of Israel build me a holy sanctuary so I can live among them. 9 You 

must build this Tabernacle and its furnishings exactly according to the pattern I will 

show you. Exodus 25:8-9 
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When David was settled in his palace, he summoned Nathan the prophet. “Look,” 

David said, “I am living in a beautiful cedar palace, but the Ark of the Lord’s 

Covenant is out there under a tent!” 1 Chronicles 17:1 

but God said to me, ‘You must not build a Temple to honor my name, for you are a 

warrior and have shed much blood.’ 1 Chronicles 28:3 

He said to me, ‘Your son Solomon will build my Temple and its courtyards, for I have 

chosen him as my son, and I will be his father. 1 Chronicles 28:6 

 

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Passover festival. 42 When Jesus 

was twelve years old, they attended the festival as usual. 43 After the celebration 

was over, they started home to Nazareth, but Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His 

parents didn’t miss him at first, 44 because they assumed he was among the other 

travelers. But when he didn’t show up that evening, they started looking for him 

among their relatives and friends. 

45 When they couldn’t find him, they went back to Jerusalem to search for him 

there. 46 Three days later they finally discovered him in the Temple, sitting among 

the religious teachers, listening to them and asking questions. 47 All who heard him 

were amazed at his understanding and his answers. Luke 2:41-47 

The Local Synagogue was the Hope of the World 

It was nearly time for the Jewish Passover celebration, so Jesus went to Jerusalem. 

John 2:13 
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Afterward Jesus returned to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish holy days. 2 Inside the 

city, near the Sheep Gate, was the pool of Bethesda, with five covered 

porches. 3 Crowds of sick people—blind, lame, or paralyzed—lay on the 

porches. 5 One of the men lying there had been sick for thirty-eight years. 6 When 

Jesus saw him and knew he had been ill for a long time, he asked him, “Would you 

like to get well?” John 5:1-6 

Jesus told him, “Stand up, pick up your mat, and walk!” Instantly, the man was 

healed! He rolled up his sleeping mat and began walking! But this miracle happened 

on the Sabbath, 10 so the Jewish leaders objected. They said to the man who was 

cured, “You can’t work on the Sabbath! The law doesn’t allow you to carry that 

sleeping mat!” John 5:8-10 

 “Don’t misunderstand why I have come. I did not come to abolish the law of Moses 

or the writings of the prophets. No, I came to accomplish their purpose. Matthew 

5:17 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The teachers of religious law 

and the Pharisees are the official interpreters of the law of Moses. 3 So practice and 

obey whatever they tell you, but don’t follow their example. For they don’t practice 

what they teach. Matthew 23:1-3 

Different is Noticeable  

“You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can you 

make it salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless. 

Matthew 5:13  
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“You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. 15 No 

one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a 

stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your 

good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly 

Father. Matthew 5:14-16 

 

Cleansing the Temple 

Jesus entered the Temple and began to drive out all the people buying and selling 

animals for sacrifice. He knocked over the tables of the money changers and the 

chairs of those selling doves. 13 He said to them, “The Scriptures declare, ‘My Temple 

will be called a house of prayer,’ but you have turned it into a den of thieves!” 14 The 

blind and the lame came to him in the Temple, and he healed them. 15 The leading 

priests and the teachers of religious law saw these wonderful miracles and heard 

even the children in the Temple shouting, “Praise God for the Son of David.” But the 

leaders were indignant. Matthew 21:12-15 

“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! 

For you shut the door of the Kingdom of Heaven in people’s faces. You won’t go in 

yourselves, and you don’t let others enter either. Matthew 23:13-14 

APPLICATION - We are the Temple  

“He is the God who made the world and everything in it. Since he is Lord of heaven 

and earth, he doesn’t live in man-made temples, Acts 17:24 
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Don’t you realize that all of you together are the temple of God and that the Spirit 

of God lives in you? 17 God will destroy anyone who destroys this temple. For God’s 

temple is holy, and you are that temple. 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 

Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you 

and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, for God bought you 

with a high price. So you must honor God with your body.1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

 

 


