
CONVERSION: Before and After 

BEFORE 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following 

the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— Ephesians 2:1 

 

BUT GOD… 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our 

trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— Ephesians 2:4-5  

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 2 Corinthians 

5:17 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. Acts 1:8 

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a 

sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  

3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the 

Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. Acts 2:1-4 

of those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.  

praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being 

saved. Acts 2:41 & 47 

 

ACTING OUT… Saul, before Christ 

“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do 

you. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the 

coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53 you who received the law as delivered 

by angels and did not keep it.” 54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at 

him. Acts 7:51-54 

But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 

56 And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57 But they 

cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58 Then they cast him out of the city and 

stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. Acts 7:55-57 

And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, 

and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. Acts 8:1 

But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them 

to prison. Acts 8:3 

But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for 

letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring 

them bound to Jerusalem. Acts 9:1-2 

 



THE AFTER – The Damascus Rd 

Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. 4 And 

falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are 

you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what 

you are to do.” Acts 9:3-5 

Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and 

brought him into Damascus. 9 And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.                 Acts 9:8-9 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of 

works, so that no one may boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 

But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and 

the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” Acts 9:15-16 

Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I 

was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; 26 on frequent journeys, in danger 

from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the 

wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; 27 in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger 

and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. 2 Corinthians 11:24-27 

 

THORNS 

So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in 

the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded with the 

Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 

perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest 

upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. 

For when I am weak, then I am strong. 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

 

APPLICATION 

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I 

shall choose I cannot tell. Philippians 1:21-22 

Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the best use of the time, because the days are 

evil. Ephesians 5:15-16 

For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good 

fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 2 timothy 4:6-7 


