He has risen!!

l. Introduction

On the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. And they found
the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were
perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. And as they were frightened and bowed their
faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.
Luke 24:1

Crucified; to put to death by nailing hands and feet to a cross

Risen; to return from death

Resurrection; when capitalized : the rising of Christ from the dead

Indeed; without any question, truly, undeniably

Il. Why is resurrection of Jesus Christ the most important event in history of the world?

If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in
Christ have perished. If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. | Corinthians 15:17
You were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among whom we all once lived in
the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the
rest of mankind. Ephesians 2:1

A. If Jesus did not rise then He was not the promised Savior, Messiah and Lord-

The angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10

B. If Jesus did not rise from the dead then He was not the way, the truth, the life and only what to God the Father.
Jesus said to him, “l am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. Jn 14:6

C. If Jesus did not rise from the dead our sins still separated us from a holy God and Holy heaven.

Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull, that it cannot hear; but your iniquities have
made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear.
Isaiah 59:1

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall
we be saved by him from the wrath of God. Romans 5:8

Il. Jesus resurrection from the dead is the most documented and the most important event in history

Over the next 40 days Jesus Himself- appeared to His disciples and followers He presented himself alive to them after his
suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. Acts 1:3

For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom
are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one
untimely born, he appeared also to me. | Corinthians 15:3

Famous skeptics and atheist who sought the truth and became followers of Jesus
https://heaven4sure.com/a-skeptics-quest-josh-mcdowells-personal-story/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z9nBFkzLuao

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of converts_to_Christianity_from_nontheism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlICHiji-kh-s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QbBVHRcHgx4
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_gquery=undaunted+-+josh+mcdowell+
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDIgWC49igA

C. S. Lewis — Oxford professor and writer; for his apologetic Mere Christianity

Kirk Cameron — actor noted for his role in Growing Pains

Francis Collins — physician-geneticist, noted for his landmark discoveries of disease genes; director of

Simon Greenleaf — one of the main founders of Harvard Law School

Josh McDowell, evangelist and Christian apologist

Lee Strobel — former avowed atheist and journalist for the Chicago Tribune; was converted by his own journalistic
research intended to test the veracity of scriptural claims concerning Jesus; author of such apologetic books as The Case
for Faith and The Case for Christ

A. Jesus’ invitation to each of us —

Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but
believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” Jn 20:26
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For | know the plans | have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a
hope. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and | will hear you. You will seek me and find me, when you
seek me with all your heart. | will be found by you, declares the LORD. Jeremial 29:11

Dr. Gary Habermas https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8gaoC7uadMk
B. The resurrection of Jesus empowered His followers with boldness-

1. The fear of death was removed-

We are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, for we walk
by faith, not by sight. Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the

Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. Il Corinthians 5:6
| am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit
testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. But | do not account my life of any value nor as
precious to myself, if only | may finish my course and the ministry that | received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the
gospel of the grace of God. Acts 20:22
1. The followers of Jesus were radically changed-

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and
signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised him up, loosing the
pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are
witnesses. Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus
whom you crucified.” Acts 2:22
2. The response to Peter’s bold message -

Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall
we do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:37
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
we too might walk in newness of life. Romans 6:3
Repent; metanoed , to change one's mind for better, heartily to amend with abhorrence of one's past sins
Baptized; baptizd , to cleanse by submerging
lll. The resurrection of Jesus in the life of a Christian-

A. Our personal death to ourselves and our resurrection into the life of Christ -

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
we too might walk in newness of life. Romans 6:3
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is
from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. Il Corinthians 5:17
Baptized; baptizd , to cleanse by submerging
C. The cost of our new life in Jesus is not free-

Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he
gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Mathew 16:24

| have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer | who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life | now live in the flesh |
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20
Repent; metanoed , to change one's mind for better, heartily to amend with abhorrence of one's past sins
3. My story- | was deceived-

If our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of
the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. II
Corinthians 4:3
You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! Do you want to be shown, you foolish
person, that faith apart from works is useless? James 2:19
The serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil. Genesis 3:4
D. The daily resurrection of Jesus into our lives
Assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, to put off your old self, which
belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your
minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. Ephesians 4:21
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a
liar, and his word is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. | John 1:8
Repent; metanoed , to change one's mind for better, heartily to amend with abhorrence of one's past sins
E. Our future resurrection into Jesus-




Behold! | tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at
the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this
perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. | Corinthians 15:51
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Lee Strobel — former avowed atheist and journalist for the Chicago Tribune; was converted by his own journalistic
research intended to test the veracity of scriptural claims concerning Jesus; author of such apologetic books as The Case
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