
MARRIAGE 

God’s Plan for Marriage – in the beginning 

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” Genesis 2:18     

Helper: companion, Ezer in Hebrew 

The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there 

was not found a helper fit for him. 21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took 

one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into 

a woman and brought her to the man. Genesis 2:20-22 

Marriage is a Covenant 

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This 

mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. Ephesians 5:21-32 

He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and female, 5 and said, 

‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So 

they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate. Matthew 19:6 

The War on Marriage:   

16 To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire 

shall be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule over you.” Genesis 3:16-17 

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers 

over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Ephesians 6:12 

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.    1 

Peter 5:8 

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the 

elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. Colossians 2:8 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

Good Marriage or Godly Marriage 

And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 For 

whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it.            Luke 9:23-24 

What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions[a] are at war within you?  2 You 

desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because 

you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. James 4:1-3 

 

The “S” word…SUBMISSION, hupotasso  

A Greek military term meaning "to arrange [troop divisions] in a military fashion under the command of a leader". In non-

military use, it was "a voluntary attitude of giving in, cooperating, assuming responsibility, and carrying a burden". 

And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these 

things in her heart. Luke 2:51 



“I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I seek not my own will but the will of 

him who sent me. John 5:30 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a 

fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:1-2 

No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. 1 John 3:6 

And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. 4 Whoever says “I know him” but 

does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 1 John 2:3-4 

Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the best use of the time, because the days are 

evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. Ephesians 5:15-17 

submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. Ephesians 5:21 

Husbands and Wives  

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ 

Jesus. Galatians 3:28 

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having 

cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without 

spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.  28 In the same way husbands should love 

their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. Ephesians 5:25-28 

Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, 

since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered. 1 Peter 3:7 

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head 

of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in 

everything to their husbands. Ephesians 5:22-24 

Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they may be won without 

a word by the conduct of their wives, 1 Peter 3:1 

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.        Ephesians 4:32 

APPLICATION  

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not 

irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, endures all things. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 

eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Ephesians 4:3 

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of 

you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Philippians 2:3-4 

Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Romans 12:10 

 

Resources: 

“If He Only Knew” Gary Smalley, “Beloved Unbeliever” Jo Berry, “What Did You Expect?” Paul Tripp,            “You and Me 

Forever” Francis and Lisa Chan 

God’s Heart on Marriage – brochure, RNM 



FREE Counseling  

http://marripedia.org/effects_of_marriage_on_society  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mGwT5fK2LYI  

https://www.heritage.org/marriage-and-family/heritage-explains/why-the-declining-marriage-rate-affects-everyone 


