SERVING LIKE JESUS

When | shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land,
or send pestilence among my people, 14 if my people who are called by my name humble
themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from
heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 2 Chronicles 7:13-14

You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you
shall love your neighbor as yourself: | am the Lord. Leviticus 19:18

Why Do We Need To Serve?

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of
this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2
During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to
betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had
come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer
garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and
began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around
him. John 13:1-5

When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to
them, “Do you understand what | have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you
areright, for sol am. 14 If | then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought
to wash one another's feet. 15 For | have given you an example, that you also should do just as |
have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, | say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, noris a
messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if
you do them. John 13:12-17

How did Jesus Serve? Willingly, Sacrificially and Humbly

rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist.
5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with
the towel that was wrapped around him. John 13:4-5

For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.” Mark 10:45

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the
form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Philippians 2:5-8

What do | need to lay aside? How can | “kneel” in humility? Am | ready to “get dirty”?

If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. John 13:17

Blessed: Makarios (Greek), happy

WE ARE COMMANDED TO SERVE

And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross
daily and follow me. Luke 9:23

For | have given you an example, that you also should do just as | have done to you. John 13:15

How Do | Serve? (What and where)

| appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Romans 12:1

Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other. 11 Never be
lazy (slothful), but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically. Romans 12:10-11 (NLT)

God Equips Us - through the Holy Spirit and the church

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the
same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all
in everyone. 1 Corinthians 12:4-5

Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists,
and the pastors and teachers. 12 Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work
and build up the church, the body of Christ. 13 This will continue until we all come to such unity
in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the
full and complete standard of Christ. Ephesians 4:11-13

THE CHALLENGE

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace
1 Peter 4:10

Are you willing to follow Jesus’ example?

Where does God want to work through you in the church?






