MERCY!

2 Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. ?You used to live in sin, just like the
rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at
work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. ® All of us used to live that way, following the passionate
desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God's anger, just like

everyone else. Ephesians 2:1-3

Have mercy on me, O God,
because of your unfailing love.
Because of your great compassion,
blot out the stain of my sins.
2Wash me clean from my guilt.
Purify me from my sin.
3Forl recognize my rebellion;
it haunts me day and night.
* Against you, and you alone, have I sinned;
I have done what is evil in your sight.
You will be proved right in what you say,
and your judgment against me is just.
> For I was born a sinner— Psalm 51:1-5

*But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, ® even when we were dead in
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— Ephesians 2:4-5

Mercy-withholding what we do deserve
Grace — giving us what we don't deserve (a gift)

Hard to see?
If the Good News we preach is hidden behind a veil, it is hidden only from people who are perishing. * Satan,
who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. They are unable to see the

glorious light of the Good News. They don't understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is the
exact likeness of God. 2 Corinthians 4:3-4

God is being merciful, so that we can see.

...Even when we were dead in our trespasses...He made us alive in Christ...by grace you are saved

For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all. Oh, the depth of the riches
and wisdom and knowledge of God! Romans 11:32-33

[God] who wants everyone to be saved and to understand the truth. For, there is one God and one Mediator
who can reconcile God and humanity—the man Christ Jesus. He gave his life to purchase freedom for
everyone. 1 Timothy 2:5-6

?2The righteousness of God is through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction: # for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, Romans 3:22-23

I was ready to be sought by those who did not ask for me; I was ready to be found by those who did not seek
me. [ said, “Here I am, here I am,” to a nation that was not called by my name. I spread out my hands all the
day to a rebellious people, who walk in a way that is not good, following their own devices. Isaiah 65:2

No matter how bad things are, you have something to thank God for. You have some reason to respond
in humility.

21 have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live
in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20

“Enter into the JOY of your master” Matthew 25:23
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I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Romans 12:1



