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The spiritual battle 

I. Introduction-  
• Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations. And behold, I 

am with you always, to the end of the age. Mat 28:18 &20 

• You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end 
of the earth. Act 1:8 

Spiritual= of or relating to supernatural beings or phenomena 
Battle= a struggle to succeed or survive 
A. Purpose of the series is to equip and remind us to tell others the good news of Jesus  

• “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned. Jn 3:16 

• He chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption to himself 
as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him 
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace. Eph 1:4 

B. The spiritual battle is over Jesus-  

• Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 
Son of God. And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were 
evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. Jn 3:16 

• Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow 
and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. Mat 7:13 

C. The spiritual war-  

• Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the 
devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.  Eph 6:10 

• Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  I Pet 5:8 
D. The spiritual battle is between the truths of God and the lies of the devil-  

• Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free.” Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word. You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your 
father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of 
his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. Jn 8:31 & 43 

II. Battle is over the good news of Jesus Christ- 

• Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep 
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, 
with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. II Cor 4:3 

A. Who Jesus say He is? 

• Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you had known me, you would have known 
my Father also. Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. Jn 14:6 & 9 

• Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me 
shall never die. Do you believe this?” Jn 11:25 

• ( ἐγώ/ egō, εἰμι/ eimi} 

• God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I AM has sent me to you. Ex 3:14 
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• The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. Jesus answered them, “I have shown you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you 
going to stone me?” The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make 
yourself God.”  Jn 10:31 

B. Who God said Jesus is?  

• When Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased. 
Mat 3:16 

• A cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my 
Chosen One; listen to him. Lk 9:34 

• Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Phil 2:9 

C. Who His disciples said Jesus is? 

• Going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, 
gold and frankincense and myrrh. Mat 2:11 

• He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Mat 16:15 

• He said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jn 20:27 

• In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through 
him, and without him was not anything made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. Jn 1:1 

• The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son[fn] from the Father, full of grace and truth. Jn 1:14 
Logos= denotes the essential Word of God, Jesus Christ, the personal wisdom and power in union with God, his minister in creation and government of the 
universe. 

Used to designate the divine reason and the plan of God 
Jesus accepted worship while on earth  

• Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may 
believe in him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. Jn 9:35 

D. What did Jesus’s works proved about Him?  

• Do you say of him whom the Father consecrated and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 37 If I am not 
doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me; 38 but if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and 
understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father. Jn 10:36 
Changed water into wine 
Walked on water 
Created food  
Calmed storms 
Raised the dead  
Cured leprosy  
Cast out demons  
Accepted worship  
Knew people’s thought  
Gave accurate prophecies about His future and the future of Israel 
Forgave sins  
Fulfilled 250 prophecies about Himself-  

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him [that is, Christ]: ‘I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral 
teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.’ That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would 
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not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic–on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg–or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must 
make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a madman or something worse…. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and 
kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come up with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human 
teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.” 

–C.S. Lewis in Mere Christianity, Professor at both Oxford University and Cambridge 
III. Why does it matter who Jesus is and what He did?  

• Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. Jn 14:6 

• This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved. Act 4:11 

A. Only believing in Jesus can remove the barrier of sin that separates us from God-  

• Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull, that it cannot hear; but your iniquities have made a separation between you 
and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear. Isa 59:1 

•  For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. II Cor 5:21 
2. If we say we have no sin we are deceiving ourselves-  

• If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. I Jn 
1:7 & 9  

3. Jesus’ death pays for our sins-  

• For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Rom 3:22 

• You, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by 
canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. Col 2:13 
    Propitiation: an expiatory sacrifice, to extinguish the guilt incurred 
    Repentance: to change one's mind for better, heartily to amend with abhorrence of one's past and present sins 

B. We are saved by faith alone in Jesus Christ-  

• For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For 
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Eph 2:8 

• I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith. Rom 1:16 

C. The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead proves Jesus is how He said He was-  

• If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in Christ 
we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.. I Cor 15:17 

• “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in 
your midst, as you yourselves know—this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the 
hands of lawless men. God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. Act 2:22 

• I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five 
hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last 
of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God. I Cor 15:3 
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