
Acting out in Ridgecrest 
I. Introduction-  
A. Normal is not coming back-  
You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the 
present time? Lk 12:56 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what 
is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. Rom 12:2 

Acting out as a Christian-= to behave as Jesus would in our lives, our trials, failures and our relationships .  
Worldview= a comprehensive conception of the world especially from a specific standpoint 

A. The signs of the times are all around us  
If you turn aside and forsake my statutes and my commandments that I have set before you, and go and serve other gods 
and worship them, then I will pluck you up from my land that I have given you, and this house that I have consecrated for 
my name, I will cast out of my sight, and I will make it a proverb and a byword among all peoples. When I shut up the 
heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or send pestilence among my people, if my 
people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then 
I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. II Chron 7:19 & 13 
Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the 
minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God. II Cor 4:3 

Chancel culture= the practice of engaging in mass canceling as a way of expressing disapproval and exerting 
social pressure. 
WOKE = aware of and actively attentive to facts and issues of racial and social, challenging injustices and 
racism in our past and seeking restitution in the present 

II. The response and hope in the new normal-  
You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. Two men stood by them in white robes, and said, why do you stand 
looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven.” Acts 1:8 
Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth 
will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. Rev 1:7 
A. The church of Jesus Christ in 2022  
I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing 
and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete 
patience and teaching. For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they 
will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and 
wander off into myths. As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your 
ministry. II Tim 4:1 
For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. But we 
preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. I Cor 1:18 
B. The way is still narrow and hard and most reject it-  
Whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets. “Enter by the narrow 
gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate 
is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. “Beware of false prophets, who come to you 
in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will recognize them by their fruits. Mat 7:12 
In 2022 67% of parents identify as Christian, 2% understand and follow biblical Christianity 
III. The role of the church of Jesus Christ in 2022- 
A. Find our place and be the body of Christ-  
1. Do not forsake meeting together-  
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to 
stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the 
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of 
fire that will consume the adversaries. Heb 10:23 
2. The call to biblical Christians-  
Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. Mat 28:18 
Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in 
hell. Fear not, everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in 
heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven. Mat 10:28 & 3 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/world


 B. The mission of Crossroads Community Church  
To Glorify God by encouraging unchurched people into a fully devoted relationship with Jesus Christ 
I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I 
received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. Acts 20:24 
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone 
has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in 
him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. I Jn 3:16 
C. The philosophy for changing Ridgecrest one heart at a time 

• To establish relationships with unchurched people 

• To share our lives and testimonies with others in the context of a relationship 

• To invite our friends and neighbors to a church service 

• To be part of providing a welcoming atmosphere for our friends and neighbors 

• To speak the truth in love while presenting the good news of Jesus offering a biblical relationship with Him  

• To offer and to be part of helping others become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ 
Complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to 
his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus. Phil 
2:2 
IV. Crossroads serving the community -  
 
A. Community resources 
B. Crossroads outreach-  
C. The role of the church-  
To equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we 
may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human 
cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him 
who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, 
when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. Eph 4:12 
 
 


