l. Introduction- Real people- August 31, 2025

He called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction.
And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Mathew 10:1 & 7

He called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits So they went out and proclaimed that
people should repent. And they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them. Mark 6:7 & 12

A. Each week our hope is that people we will be encouraged draw close to Jesus

Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! Psalms 34:8

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. But avoid
irreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and more ungodliness, Il Timothy 2:15

B. Did Jesus say and do that and do that?

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have out into the world. | John 4:1
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may
be complete, equipped for every good work. Il Timothy 3:16

The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your righteous rules endures forever. Psalms 119:160

Il. The command to go-

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age.” Mathew 28:18
He said to them, you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their
sight. Acts 1:7 & 8

A. The making of a disciple-

| appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will
of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.Romans 12:1

Knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the
precious blood of Christ | Peter 1:18

Spiritual; Logikos, pertaining to the reason or logic

B. The new life of a disciple-

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism
into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been
united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. Romans 6:3

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer | who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life | now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20

C. A new creation in Christ becomes His ambassador-

If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled
us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses
against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We
implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God. Il Corinthians 5:21 If; ei , a primary particle of conditionality

D. Why it is hard for real people to follow Jesus-

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God | Corinthians 1: 18

“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Mathew 16:24

lll. What is the power that draws real people to become disciples of Jesus-

When Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the
end. John 13:1

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly. | am the good shepherd. The good
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. John 10:10

A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another: just as | have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:34

A. God has demonstrated His love-

God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more
shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God Romans 5:8

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. | Peter
2:24

B. The power of Changed lives changes people-

1. the changed lives of the disciples-

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they
recognized that they had been with Jesus. But seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. Acts
4:10




But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means: ‘| desire
mercy, and not sacrifice.” For | came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” Mathew 9:10

Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of
God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the
Spirit of our God. | Corinthians 6:9

C. The power of truth-

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set
you free. John 8:31

Jesus said to him, “l am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. John 14:6

“Make religion attractive, make good men wish it were true, and then show that it is. Worthy of reverence because it really understands human
nature. Attractive because it promises true good.”

— Blaise Pascal

D. The power of a purpose for our life-

For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it
the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith. Romans 1:16

| do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only | may finish my course and the ministry that | received from the Lord Jesus, to
testify to the gospel of the grace of God. Acts 20:24

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If | am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which | shall choose | cannot tell. | am
hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your
account. Philippians 1:21

IV. We are created in Christ Jesus for good works-

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:8
Becoming a Contagious Christian, Bill Hybels
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