
Bethlehem 
I. Introduction-  

 Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the 
ages has come. I Cor 10:11 

 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Eph 6:11 

 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who 
is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. Micah 5:2 

 Does disaster come to a city unless the LORD has done it? 7 “For the Lord GOD does nothing without revealing his secret to his 
servants the prophets. Amos 3: 

 “Behold, I am about to make Jerusalem a cup of staggering to all the surrounding peoples. The siege of Jerusalem will also be 
against Judah. 3 On that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the peoples. All who lift it will surely hurt themselves. 
And all the nations of the earth will gather against it.  
Zech 12:2 

II. From the Garden of Eden to the Messiah-  
A. God’s plan for the world-  
1. God desires all the be saved- 

 The LORD has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all. Ps 103:19 

 He chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he 
predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will. Eph 1:3 

2. God gives each person and each nation the choice-  

 Choose life, that you and your offspring may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying his voice. Deut 30:19 
B. God’s faithful remnant-  

 For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to give strong support to those whose heart is 
blameless toward him. II Cron 16:9 

 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently 
to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and 
when you rise.  Deut 6:4 

 Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. 36 Others suffered mocking and 
flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the 
sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 38 of whom the world was not worthy—
wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. Heb 11:35 

III. The coming of the King-  

 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who 
is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. Micah 5:2 

A. The children of Israel were enslaved-  
When we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God 
sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons. Gal 4:3 

 He said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand. Mat 
12:25 

B. Spiritual chaos-   

 He said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honors me with their lips, but their 
heart is far from me; 7 in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men. 8 You leave the 
commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men. Mk 7:6 

 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters 
of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. 24 You blind 
guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel! Mat 23:23 

 Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-
changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 13 He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of 
prayer,’ but you make it a den of robbers. Mat 21:12 

 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated others with 
contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The 
Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or 
even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would 
not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went 
down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles 
himself will be exalted.” Lk 18:9 

C. The people-  

 Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says: You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will 
indeed see but never perceive. 15 For this people's heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and their 
eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and turn, 
and I would heal them. Mat 13:14 

III. The coming of the King-  

 When we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4 But when the fullness of time had come, 
God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons. Gal 4:3 
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 The angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  Lk 2:8 

A. The promise of a messiah, Savior and Lord to rescue His people-- 
1. Not as conquering King to defeat the Romans and to rule like King David had-  

  Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, 
that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 37 Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a 
king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the 
world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” Jn 18:36 

 He drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, “Would that you, even you, had known on this day the things that 
make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 43 For the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up 
a barricade around you and surround you and hem you in on every side 44 and tear you down to the ground, you and your 
children within you. And they will not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did not know the time of 
your visitation. Lk 19:44 

 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return 
to the people of Israel. Micah 5:3 

2. The suffering Savior and Messiah who takes away the sins of the world-  

 He was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us 
peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. Isa 53:3 

 God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Rom 5:8 

 if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. Lk 11:20 
B. A Kingdom of faith and love God-  

 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has 
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. Jn 3:16 

C. God’s plan is foolishness to the world- 
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 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is 
written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart. I Cor 1:18 

 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 
God. Jn 1:11 

D. The faithful remnant-  
1. Zechariah and Elizabeth-  

 There was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name 
was Elizabeth. 6 And they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the 
Lord. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years. Lk 1:5 

 You, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 77 to give knowledge 
of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, Lk 1:76 

2. Mary-  

 He came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will 
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  Lk 1:27 

 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has looked on the humble 
estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49 for he who is mighty has done great 
things for me, and holy is his name. 50 And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. Lk 1:46 

3. Joseph-  

 Her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he 
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  --When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as 
the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his 
name Jesus. Mat 1:18 

4. Simeon  

 There was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation 
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 
before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29 “Lord, now 
you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation Lk 2:25 

5. Anna  

 A prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband 
seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the 
temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God 
and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. Lk 2:36 

V. Summary and application-  
A. At just the right time God sends our savior-  

 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who 
is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. Micah 5:2 

B. God is still seeking each person- 

 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has 
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. Jn 3:16 

C. Be the remnant when Jesus comes again-  

 Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, 
prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I 
fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to 

heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, 
rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” Lk 
18:9 

D. My goal is ask everyone to consider the possibility that we are again in the fulness of time, and again God will send forth His 
Son.  

 When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or send pestilence among my 
people, 14 if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked 
ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears 
attentive to the prayer that is made in this place. 16 For now I have chosen and consecrated this house that my name may be 
there forever. My eyes and my heart will be there for all time. II Chron 7:13 

Extra resources 
https://jewsforjesus.org/answers/top-40-most-helpful-messianic-prophecies 
The Battle For Jerusalem - Prophecy Update - 10-04-00 - Zechariah 12-14 - Jon Courson - YouTube 
https://beholdisrael.org/news/ 
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/matthew-1/). For a brief history of Bethlehem visit https://www.gotquestions.org/Bethlehem-
in-the-Bible.html. Him? https://www.gotquestions.org/kinsmanredeemer.html .  
The Battle For Jerusalem - Prophecy Update - 10-04-00 - Zechariah 12-14 - Jon Courson - YouTube 
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