Love My Enemies

Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he
opened his mouth and taught them, saying: Matthew 5:1-2

“Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not come to abolish them but to fulfill
them. Matthew 5:17

And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.
24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. Luke 9:23-24

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But | say to you, Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, Matthew 5:43-44

Who Are My Enemies?

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But | say to you, Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, Matthew 5:43-44

You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor
as yourself: | am the Lord. Leviticus 19:18

Striving For The Bare Minimum...

And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall | do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He
said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27 And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as
yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” 29 But he, desiring to
justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Luke 10:25-29

God Has No Favorites...

so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and
sends rain on the just and on the unjust. Matthew 5:46

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years
as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 2 Peter 3:8-9

Palm Sunday - God Loving His Enemies

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. Zechariah
9:9

And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. 8 And many spread their cloaks on
the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. 9 And those who went before and
those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the
coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” Mark 11:7-10



At Which Point We Were One:

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, Romans 3:23

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous
person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more
shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the
death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. Romans 5:6-10

It is more than hard to do this without love for the Lord —it is IMPOSSIBLE!

But Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” Matthew
19:26

To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you
will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. Romans 12:20-
21

but | do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that | love the Father. Rise, let us go from
here. John 14:31
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Do Hard Things...

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. James 1:22

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 15 but if you do not forgive
others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. Matthew 6:14-15

“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But | say to you, Do not resist the one
who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. Matthew 5:38-39

“But | say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray
for those who abuse you. Luke 6:27-28

Love: Agape, to welcome, entertain, be contented with. To have good will toward.

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it
is notirritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Do Good: to carry out, perform... beautiful, excellent, to speak well of.
Bless: to celebrate, invoke blessing, ask God to bless, speak well of.
Pray: offer prayers

THE Example...
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Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going

back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. John
13:3-4

If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For | have
given you an example, that you also should do just as | have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, | say to you, a servant is not
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed
are you if you do them. John 13:14-17



