The road to Damascus
I. IntroductionA. Luke the historian
You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. Acts 1:8
B. The church is born
“Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that
day about three thousand souls. Acts 2:36
C. The first Christ follower martyred for his faith
The witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he
called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin
against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a
great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria,
except the apostles. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. 3 But Saul was ravaging the church,
and entering house after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison. Acts 7:51 -8:3

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. II Tim 3:16
Inspired= God breathed Inerrant= free from error, Immutable= not capable of or susceptible to change,
II. How did Saul the persecutor of Christians become Paul the apostle of Jesus to ChristiansA. Paul tells his story1. He gives his spiritual credentials

“I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated at the feet of Gamaliel according to the strict manner
of the law of our fathers, being zealous for God as all of you are this day. 4 I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and
delivering to prison both men and women, 5 as the high priest and the whole council of elders can bear me witness. From
them I received letters to the brothers, and I journeyed toward Damascus to take those also who were there and bring them in
bonds to Jerusalem to be punished. Acts 22:3
2. The persecutor of Jesus meets Jesus
As I was on my way and drew near to Damascus, about noon a great light from heaven suddenly shone around me. 7 And I
fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’ 8 And I answered, ‘Who are you,
Lord?’ And he said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.’ 9 Now those who were with me saw the light
but did not understand the voice of the one who was speaking to me. 10 And I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord said
to me, ‘Rise, and go into Damascus, and there you will be told all that is appointed for you to do.’ 11 And since I could not see
because of the brightness of that light, I was led by the hand by those who were with me, and came into Damascus. Acts 22:6
B. Three days that changed Saul to Paul

He was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us
peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own
way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. Isa 53:5

A company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my hands and feet—17 I can count all my bones— they stare and
gloat over me; 18 they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots. Ps 22
C. Baptized and commissioned
‘The God of our fathers appointed you to know his will, to see the Righteous One and to hear a voice from his
mouth; 15 for you will be a witness for him to everyone of what you have seen and heard. 16 And now why do you wait? Rise
and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his name. .Act 22:12
D. from persecutor to persecuted

For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 20 And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues,
saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21 And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in
Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the
chief priests?” 22 But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that
Jesus was the Christ. 23 When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him. Act 9:19
III. The cost of discipleship to Paul-

A. The power of repentance
Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was
not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. I Cor
15:8

I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I
have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. II Tim
4:6
B. The countless trials and persecutions of Paul

With far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death. 24 Five times I received at the
hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was
shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; 26 on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger
from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false
brothers; 27 in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and
exposure. 28 And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches. 29 Who is
weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not indignant? II Cor 11:21
IV. Paul our brother in Christ JesusA. Paul’s story is our story
You were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince
of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of
mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ. Eph 2:1

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so
that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them. Eph 2:8
B. Our common battle with sin1. The struggle
For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not
want, I agree with the law, that it is good. Rom 7:15
2. The hope in the struggle
For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23 but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my
mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me
from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my
mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin. There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. Rom
7:22-8:1
C. Our common desire to be mature in Christ
Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to
what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who
are mature think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to
what we have attained. Phil 3:13
D. We share the comfort we have received
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all
our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are
comforted by God.. II Cor 1:3
VI. Summary and application

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Gal 2:20

Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. 1 Cor 11:1

Extra material and resources
Paul the teacher and encourager- What happens to each of when Jesus comes back?

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must
put on immortality. I Cor 15:52

For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of
the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another
with these words. I Thes 4:16
How to control our minds and thoughts?

Be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God. Eph 4:23

Do not be conformed to this world, but Be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. Rom 12:2

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus. Phil 4:5

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 What you have
learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. Phil 4:8

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
Col 3:1
Jesus will finish the work He started in us
I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. Phil 1:6

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely,
and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
Heb 12:1

I can do all things through him who strengthens me. Phil 4:13
How can I resist sin?

But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. Rom 13:14

No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your
ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 14 Therefore, my
beloved, flee from idolatry. 1 Cor 10:13

Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil. Eph 4:26

Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. Eph 4:31
What is love?

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I
have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but
have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain
nothing. 4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way;
it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things.
What are the signs of Jesus coming and the last days?

Understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. 2 For people will be lovers of self, lovers of
money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous,
without self-control, brutal, not loving good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers

of God, 5 having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. 6 For among them are those who
creep into households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by various passions, 7 always learning
and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth. II Tim 3:1
What are the signs of the end of a nation?

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their
unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to
them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the
creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they did
not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were
darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling
mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. 24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity,
to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped
and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 26 For this reason God gave them up
to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men
likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless
acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error. 28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge
God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. 29 They were filled with all manner of
unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are
gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, faithless,
heartless, ruthless. 32 Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not
only do them but give approval to those who practice them. Rom 1:18-32
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