
Reconcilable Differences in the Family 

1) The view from above 

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life. John 3:16 
 
Reconcile:  To change or exchange one thing for another, to transform… to receive one into favor.  
 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is 
from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God 
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. 2 Corinthians 5:17-19 
 
20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh 
I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20 
24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.25 If we live by the Spirit, let 
us also keep in step with the Spirit. Galatians 5:24-25 
 

2) God is a family man. He has adopted us into his own 

4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In 
love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will 
Ephesians 1:4-5 
 
A family man who wants to make us ONE with Him.  
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. Galatians 3:28 

 
 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just 
as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 
John 17:20-21 

3) Home/The Family Unit is home base 

Two parents acting as one to protect, train, teach, and encourage towards the goal 
31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one 

flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. Ephesians 5:31-32 

20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one 
another out of reverence for Christ.  22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the 
head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior.  25 Husbands, love your wives, 
as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of 
water with the word. Ephesians 5:20-26 

4) The view from ground level 
Protecting the home:  

I will ponder the way that is blameless. Oh when will you come to me? I will walk with integrity of heart within my house; 
3 I will not set before my eyes anything that is worthless. I hate the work of those who fall away; it shall not cling to me. 
4 A perverse heart shall be far from me; I will know nothing of evil. Psalm 101:2-4 

Discipline   (Not punishment) 

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 
    nor be weary when reproved by him. 

6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 
    and chastises every son whom he receives.” 

7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not 
discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not 
sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be 
subject to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he 
disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than 
pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. Hebrews 12:7-11 
 

Building up, character building 

3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called 
us to his own glory and excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through 
them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of 
sinful desire. For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with 
knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with 
godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 2 Peter 1:5-7 


