
Goodness 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; 

against such things there is no law. Galatians 5:22-23 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of 

works, so that no one may boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  2 

Corinthians 5:17 

For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed 

to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do.       Galatians 5:17 

Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, 

jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as 

I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. Galatians 5:19-21 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; 

against such things there is no law. Galatians 5:22-23 

Goodness: Agathosune is goodness for the benefit of others, not for the sake of being virtuous. 

 

GOD’S GOODNESS: FOR OUR BENEFIT AND HIS GLORY 

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous 

person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:6-8 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.   Psalm 100:5 

GOODNESS IN TRIALS 

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith 

produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 

nothing. James 1:2-4 

For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to 

those who have been trained by it. Hebrews 12:11 

For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death.        

2 Corinthians 7:10 

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his 

purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he 

might be the firstborn among many brothers. Romans 8:28-29 

 

OUR GOODNESS FOR THE BENEFIT OF OTHERS AND HIS GLORY. WE GET TO PASS THIS ON TO OTHERS.  

The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil. 

Matthew 12:35 

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I 

live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20 



For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I 

was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37 Then the 

righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And 

when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39 And when did we see you sick or in 

prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my 

brothers, you did it to me.’ Matthew 25:35-40 

So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” 

Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. James 2:17-18 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 

who is in heaven. Matthew 5:16 

 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 

And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 

For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. Luke 9:23-24 

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the desires of the flesh are against 

the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing 

the things you want to do. Galatians 5:16-17 

To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will 

heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. Romans 12:20-21 

35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you 

will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as your Father is 

merciful. Luke 6:35-36 

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.       

Philippians 2:3 

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, Ephesians 4:15 

Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil.       

Ephesians 4:26-27 

Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may 

give grace to those who hear. Ephesians 4:29 

Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to 

one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. Ephesians 4:31-21 

 


