
Galilee 
I. Introduction-  

• Rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed.  Mk 
1:35 

• All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 
17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. II Tim 3:16 

• The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your righteous rules endures forever. Ps 119:160 

• Leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what was 
spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, From that time Jesus began to 
preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Mat 4:12 

II. The Kingdom of God is among us-  
A. John the Baptist prepared the way-  

• In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” 3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight. 4 Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around 
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were 
going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Mat 3:1 

B. Jesus presents Himself with authority-  

• Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 13 And leaving Nazareth he went and lived 
in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, Mat 4:12 

• When Jesus entered Peter's house, he saw his mother-in-law lying sick with a fever. 15 He touched her hand, and the fever 
left her, and she rose and began to serve him.  Mat 8:14 

C. The Good news-   

• Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he opened his mouth 
and taught them, saying: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 “Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they shall be comforted. 5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

• 6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall receive mercy. 8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 
called sons of God. 10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
Mat 5:1 

III. The chosen-  
A. Sinners become Apostles-  
1. Jesus called the willing sinners-  

• Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he 
rose and followed him. 10 And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were 
reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher 
eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners. Mat 9:9 

2. Twelve men who would change the world-  

• He called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease 
and every affliction. 2 The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; 
James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.5 These twelve Jesus 
sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the 
dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without paying; give without pay. Mat 10:1 

3. Jesus looks at the heart-  

• For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to give strong support to those whose heart is 
blameless toward him. II Cron 16:9 

• “I the LORD search the heart and test the mind, to give every man according to his ways, according to the fruit of his deeds.” 
Jer 17:10 

• He went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were 
with him, 2 and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom 
seven demons had gone out, 3 and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's household manager, and Susanna, and many others, 
who provided for them out of their means. Lk 8:1 

• He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and female. Mat 19: 
B. Why they followed-  

• To all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. Jn 1:12 

IV. Jesus had fans and followers-  
A. Fans and followers-  
Parable= a usually short fictitious story that illustrates a moral attitude or a religious principle 

• His fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those 
oppressed by demons, those having seizures, and paralytics, and he healed them. 25 And great crowds followed him from 
Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. Mat 4:24 

• All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said nothing to them without a parable. 35 This was to fulfill 
what was spoken by the prophet: “I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of 
the world. Mat 13:34 

B. The purpose of parables 

• Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do you speak to them in parables?” 11 And he answered them, “To you it has 
been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12 For to the one who has, more 
will be given, and he will have an abundance, but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 13 This is 
why I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. Mat 
13:10 

• You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said: 8 “‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far 
from me; 9 in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men. Mat 15:7 

• Peter said in reply, “See, we hav left everything and followed you. What then will we have?” 28 Jesus said to them, “Truly, I 
say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. Mat 19:27 

• That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got 
into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A 
sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. 5 Other 
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of 
soil, 6 but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell 
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 He who has ears, let him hear. Mat 13:1 

C. Hearts define capacity-  

• Hear then the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one 
comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20 As for what was sown 
on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root in himself, 
but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 22 As for 
what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches 
choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23 As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word 
and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty. Mat 
13:18 

 


