Flourish: Simplicity November 14, 2021

Matthew 25:14-30

14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them
his property. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according
to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who had received the five talents went at once and
traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made
two talents more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and
hid his master's money. 19 Now after a long time the master of those servants came

and settled accounts with them. 20 And he who had received the five talents came forward,
bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, | have made
five talents more.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful over a little; | will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And he
also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents;
here, | have made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful
servant. You have been faithful over a little; | will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your
master.’ 24 He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew you
to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no
seed, 25 so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is
yours.’ 26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that | reap
where | have not sown and gather where | scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have
invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming | should have received what was my
own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten

talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But
from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the worthless
servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Discussion/Journal Questions

How is everyone doing with the Resolve 2021 goals? How is your time in prayer, Bible, and
Christian community going?

This past Sunday, John preached on the idea of simplicity. How does John define simplicity?
Read Matthew 6:33. How does prioritizing God’s Kingdom lead to a life of simplicity?
Read Luke 16:33. How does money complicate our priorities?

Read Matthew 25:14-30. In your own words, how would you describe or summarize the
different characters in this story?

How does this parable relate to how Christians ought to view wealth and money?

In the sermon, John says, “Your view of God will dictate your response to Him?” How do we
see this play out in the parable?

Read 1 Timothy 6:17-19. What does this passage tell us about wealth?



Read Malachi 3:8-10. Do you believe that God provides and blesses us? Why or why not?

What changes do you need to make in your life in terms of the practice of simplicity and how
you use and think about money? How can your group pray for you?

Who are you praying for to accept Jesus, and what specifically did you do this week to
interact with them?

Who are you currently discipling, and what specifically did you do this week to help
them know, love, and follow Jesus?

Who are you considering for future discipleship relationships, and what specifically did
you do this week to interact with them?
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