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Joshua 6:1-21 New Living Translation

1 Now the gates of Jericho were tightly shut because the people were afraid of the
Israelites. No one was allowed to go out or in. 2 But the Lord said to Joshua, “l have given you
Jericho, its king, and all its strong warriors. 3 You and your fighting men should march around
the town once a day for six days. 4 Seven priests will walk ahead of the Ark, each carrying a
ram’s horn. On the seventh day you are to march around the town seven times, with the
priests blowing the horns. 5 When you hear the priests give one long blast on the rams’ horns,
have all the people shout as loud as they can. Then the walls of the town will collapse, and the
people can charge straight into the town.”

6 So Joshua called together the priests and said, “Take up the Ark of the Lord’s
Covenant, and assign seven priests to walk in front of it, each carrying a ram’s horn.” 7 Then
he gave orders to the people: “March around the town, and the armed men will lead the way in
front of the Ark of the Lord.”

8 After Joshua spoke to the people, the seven priests with the rams’ horns started
marching in the presence of the Lord, blowing the horns as they marched. And the Ark of
the Lord’s Covenant followed behind them. 9 Some of the armed men marched in front of the
priests with the horns and some behind the Ark, with the priests continually blowing the
horns. 10 “Do not shout; do not even talk,” Joshua commanded. “Not a single word from any of
you until | tell you to shout. Then shout!” 11 So the Ark of the Lord was carried around the town
once that day, and then everyone returned to spend the night in the camp.

12 Joshua got up early the next morning, and the priests again carried the Ark of
the Lord. 13 The seven priests with the rams’ horns marched in front of the Ark of the Lord,
blowing their horns. Again the armed men marched both in front of the priests with the horns
and behind the Ark of the Lord. All this time the priests were blowing their horns. 14 On the
second day they again marched around the town once and returned to the camp. They
followed this pattern for six days.

15 On the seventh day the Israelites got up at dawn and marched around the town as
they had done before. But this time they went around the town seven times. 16 The seventh
time around, as the priests sounded the long blast on their horns, Joshua commanded the
people, “Shout! For the Lord has given you the town! 17 Jericho and everything in it must be
completely destroyed as an offering to the Lord. Only Rahab the prostitute and the others in
her house will be spared, for she protected our spies.

18 “Do not take any of the things set apart for destruction, or you yourselves will be
completely destroyed, and you will bring trouble on the camp of Israel. 19 Everything made
from silver, gold, bronze, or iron is sacred to the Lord and must be brought into his treasury.”

20 When the people heard the sound of the rams’ horns, they shouted as loud as they
could. Suddenly, the walls of Jericho collapsed, and the Israelites charged straight into the
town and captured it. 21 They completely destroyed everything in it with their swords—men
and women, young and old, cattle, sheep, goats, and donkeys.



Discussion/Journal Questions

Has God ever asked you to do something crazy? Or have you ever struggled with obeying
God’s commands in the Bible because it sounds crazy?

As a group, read Joshua 6:1-21. How do you imagine the people of Israel reacted when they
heard God’s battle plan for Jericho?

In this story, God has the people of Israel utterly destroy Jericho and devote the city to
destruction. Do you personally struggle with stories like this in the Bible? Why or why not?

How would you answer someone who raises concerns about this and other stories in the
Bible? (Consider Deuteronomy 18:9-12 and Genesis 15:16.)

Read 2 Peter 3:9. How patient is God? How does His patience play into both His justice and
His mercy?

The people of Israel followed God’s plan for battle and saw victory. Do you trust God enough to
follow His will for your life? Why or why not?

What obstacles are you personally facing when it comes to growing in your relationship with
Christ? How can your group pray for you?

Who are you praying for to accept Jesus, and what specifically did you do this week to
interact with them?

Who are you currently discipling, and what specifically did you do this week to help
them know, love, and follow Jesus?

Who are you considering for future discipleship relationships, and what specifically did
you do this week to interact with them?
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