Does God Like Me? June 21, 2026

" The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the Lorp God had made. One day he
asked the woman, "Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the trees in the
garden?”

2"0Of course we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,” the woman replied. 3 “It's only the

fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden that we are not allowed to eat. God said, 'You
must not eat it or even touch it; if you do, you will die.”

4"You won't die!” the serpent replied to the woman. 5 “God knows that your eyes will be
opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.”

6 The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was beautiful and its fruit looked delicious,
and she wanted the wisdom it would give her. So she took some of the fruit and ate it. Then
she gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it, too. 7 At that moment their
eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves
together to cover themselves.

8 When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man and his wife heard the LorRD God walk-
ing about in the garden. So they hid from the LORD God among the trees. ® Then the LorD God
called to the man, “Where are you?”

19 He replied, “I heard you walking in the garden, so | hid. | was afraid because | was naked.”

— Genesis 3:1-10

Discussion/Journal Questions

Share about something you have noticed God doing in your life (teaching you, helping you,
etc.)

Have two or three people read Genesis 3:1-10 out loud slowly. After some time of reflection,
ask each other what words, phrases, or ideas stand out to everyone. What questions come to
mind as you meditate on this scripture?

What are some of the things people try to find their identity in? What happens as a result?

How would you answer the key question for this week: Does God like me? What thoughts or
feelings are stirred up as you consider this question?

How does shame affect the way we relate to other people? How does it affect the way we
relate with God?

In Genesis 3:7-8, what did the man and woman assume about God? But what does God
actually do?

Pray for one another that each may perceive God'’s presence and joy this week.



