Challenging Times and the Will of God October 10, 2021

Exodus 14:10-18

10 When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the
Egyptians were marching after them, and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried
out to the Lord. 11 They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you
have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us in bringing us out of
Egypt? 12 Is not this what we said to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the
Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the
wilderness.” 13 And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of
the Lord, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall
never see again. 14 The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.”

15 The Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go
forward. 16 Lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the
people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground. 17 And | will harden the hearts of the
Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and | will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host,
his chariots, and his horsemen. 18 And the Egyptians shall know that | am the Lord, when |
have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.”

Discussion/Journal Questions

How is everyone doing with the Resolve 2021 goals? How is your time in prayer, Bible, and
Christian community going?

If God promised to answer any one question you have, what would you ask and why?
Why are we often tempted to ask “Why?” when bad things happen?
Do you believe God causes bad things to happen? Why or why not?

Read Exodus 14:10-18. What was the situation the people of Israel were facing? How did the
people respond?

How does stress and anxiety cause us to lash out and respond “like a bull in a china shop”?
Do you ever react this way?

What does Moses urge the people to do? How can we practice this in our daily lives?
In addition to Moses’ call to “be still,” what does God command the people to do in verse 15?

Read John 16:33. What situations are you facing in the coming weeks that you need to rest in
Jesus’ power to overcome? How can your group pray for and encourage you?

Who are you praying for to accept Jesus, and what specifically did you do this week to
interact with them?



Who are you currently discipling, and what specifically did you do this week to help
them know, love, and follow Jesus?

Who are you considering for future discipleship relationships, and what specifically did
you do this week to interact with them?
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