
Forgiveness: You Expect What?              November 1, 2020

Matthew 6:9-15 English Standard Version (ESV) 
9 Pray then like this:
“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name.
10 Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven.
11 Give us this day our daily bread,
12 and forgive us our debts, 
    as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13 And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil.
14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 15 but 
if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

Discussion/Journal Questions

Read Matthew 6:9-15 and 18:21-35. What is forgiveness? Does it involve forgetting?

What are the hardest things for you to forgive? What persons are the hardest for you to 
forgive?

Give an example of a successful struggle to forgive.

Do you place qualifications on forgiveness? What are they?

What qualifications does Jesus put on forgiveness? Matthew 18:22, 35

We are told that we can only be forgiven if we forgive those who have sinned against 
us.  Matthew 6:14-15 Is it always possible to forgive those who have wronged us? Why 
or why not?

What motivates you to forgive? Why do you want to forgive? What is the reason 
expressed for us to forgive in Matthew 18:33?

What does our willingness to forgive say about our level of spiritual maturity? About our 
recognition our own sinfulness?

Who do you need to forgive or ask forgiveness from? How can your group help and 
encourage you in this?

Who are you praying for to accept Jesus, and what specifically did you do this week to 
interact with them? 

Who are you currently discipling, and what specifically did you do this week to help 
them know, love, and follow Jesus? 



Who are you considering for future discipleship relationships, and what specifically did 
you do this week to interact with them?
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