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Stewarding Wealth
Opening Illustration: ,\ car is an incredible tool, isn't it:' It allorvs us to tr:n,el great distances at speed, to easih. obtain

things rve need, tcl protect us lrorn thc elernents cfi-rring tr:n'el, and mcire.

But a car is also an incredibl-v danserous \\:eapon if it is not man;rged properh: ^,\ drir,'er w,ho isnores the lzrr.vs ol traffic,

ancl/or the larvs o1' phvsics, has the potential to do greilt harm to themselfl and others- -periraps even irreversible h;rrnr.

\\'e all recognize the need to be rrerv carelul, u.ise, :lnd vr..ell-trained in the managenlent of cars. But do rve think about the

sanre thirrg '"vith respect to manasins rvealth (Luke l2: l5).)

To clarifv I don't mean r.vealth mereh. as a reference to '?ze u,ettlthy". I mean mar-raging uthntetter mone\,. (and other assetsl

tire Lord has entrusted to us, (fiIark l2:43-11).

\Ionel' and other assets have obr,ious benefits. Nlonev enables Lrs to meet our dail,v needs, care lor families. plan for the

Iuture, and be a blessing to others near and abroad.

Br-rt l.ealth is also dangerous, isn't it? It is especiallv dangerous to the hearts ol mankind. This is nor because monev znata.i

men eril. or nmkps men rrorldll. It is hecause. like tamc and pouer. uealth hat tlu lutentiul to nagn'6, tfu tt'il thtt alrea4v dudL in
our hearts amplifring sin's influence over the motit'ations, dedsions, aod actiaities of our lives.

fu the Apostle Paul reminds us in I Timothv 6:7-10:
". . .;for we brought nothing into tlu wmld, and we cannot talce anything out of tfu world. But if we halefood and dothing with tlwse

we will be contml But those who desire to be ichfall into temptation, into a mme, into maryt senseless and harr4ful dtsiru that plunge

people into ruin and d.estruction. For tlrc loae of monq is a root of all kinds of wils. It is throagh this crwing that some haae wandsred

awalfom thefaith and pbrced thsnsekes with manlt pangs."

Taking onlv a brief look at Scripture we see that ',r,ealth has the potential to:
. Lull us into lltyettinr' ()ol. lDart. B. I I - I Bt

. TenrDt us into idolatruuslv luinp tht L.'orld,tnd tlrc thirtp' uf th,,uorlrl. tl Tohn );1.it

. Beguile our nrinds into tltinkingthatte are nLttrt int?ortttnt thun thnseutith less. (ProL'. 2l;1.?)

. EnsLaue om'luarts to tlu ttanitJ and allure qf eurthl=v trea:ura. (Ert. 5.10)

. Dercii t u: inl, tradins ttrrnill iot u'iilt (iod for tlp fiupik llil,littu, and untitllillinp hittkels 0l thi) Lt orld. f l.trkc 9;!5)

It is for this reason that the book of Proverbs wisely teaches us to pray with Solomon saying:

"Giue me neither poanfr nor iches;feed me with thefood that is needfulfor me, lcst I befull and dm22ou and sEt, 'lVho is the

LORD?' or ltst I be poor and steal and profune the name of ryt God"" (Prouerbs 30:B-9).

It is also for this reason that the Lord.|esus Christ warns his followers that:

"No one can serae hal masters,.,Tou cannot serve God and mone1,'o (Matthew 6:24).

Big Qrrestion: So this morning we want to consider the question:

Hou does the LOnn teach us to steutard the ueulth he entrusts to us for the glory of
his narnerfor the good of others, andfor the safetjt of our own eternal souls?
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We will consider this subject under two general headings:
I I ) l-irst Principles (rutt exhaustit'e)

i2) Pitlalls and Practical t\pplications.

As it eoes ,"vith manv aspects ol the Chnstian f;rith, there is \fUClH NIORE tlurn rve can hope to co\.er in one class. So,

there r,r.'iil bt' sonre tl'rings thzrt rve clo not get to and others vr4rich '"r'e onlv tor-rch on brieflv But I hope to zero in on a lerv

points that are especiallv important zind applic:iblc to our lives us ;rs we strive to be [nithiul follou.ers of.fcsus Christ.

l. First Principles
Here are tbur fi.rndan-rental principles of stewarcling the lvezilth entrusted to us as G.od's people:

l. God calls his periple to gir,'e back to him, through the local church of rvhich we are members, at least zr rithe (or

10",i,) of .,r,hat he has first given to us. (Gan. l4;19-20: bt. 27:30: Deut. l4;22)
2. G<rd calls us to present our tithes and oflerinss jovfullli not begrudgingll: 12 Cointhians 9:7)

:i. Over and abor-e our tithing, God calls his cor.enant people to reflect his olm characrer by being definitivelv

senerolrs to others bv sharing the things he has placed into our care. (llatt. 6:22-23)

+. God calls us to onl-v e\:er use the resources entrusted to us ill u,avs lr.hich aliglr u.ith his moral standards (i.e. his

holv lar,v1 and r,vhich bring glory to his name. (Proi:erbs 3:9)

Let's brieflv look at each of these principles in mcire detail.

l. God calls his people to give back to hirn, through the local church of which we are rnernbers, at least
a tithe (or l0%) of what he has first given to us.

There is absolutelv no question as to r,vhether God commancls this o[ his people. In Malachi 3:8-10 God tells us that fr-lr

one ol his people, rvho are callecl b1,'his name, to gir..e him less than the 'full tithe", is for that person to "rlb" from God.

It is el'ident froni this that God takes the czrll to ster,r,ard our lvealth rer-r,, seriousl!.. But let's stop and consider zrrl4r this is so.

Does God need owr rnoney? Is that lvhat tithine is aborrtl Is Ciod nervolls that if u,e don't gii'e him enoush monel, he

u"ill run out of resc,urcesl Obviously the answer is no. So rvlrv has God callecl us to si\.'e back to hirn?

'I'here are serreral important answers to that question, br-rt I r,vant to focus in on one by looking at D,e_tlteran_orrry
B:11-lB. Let's all turn rhere and read that passasr'tosethcr nr,\\,.

Reflection: C)ne of' the most important reusons that God calls his people to tithe is to retnind. us who our Prouider
trul! is. and thereb!, guard our heartsfrotn spiritualforgetfulness.

strength, dfis, talents, etc. through r,vhich lve gain rvealth. You ancl I are not ultima.tely in the financial position that'uve are

in because lve are so special, so talented, or so gciod. You ancl I are in the financial position lve are in because (]ocl is s<.r

grar:ious tcl undeservine people.
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Conclusion: So. one ol the great purposes o{' ot' God in titirins is to guard our hearts lrom strilvins tronr him by
corrtintrallv renrindins that or-rr rvealth does.finallv come 1iom orlr hard n ork or goclci planning as important as those
thinss are btrt lrom Gocl's mercilul lrand of pror..ision, (N{att. 6:19-21L

Stop and a;sk, Have lforgotten this truth? Hque lforgotten that rnan does not tiae hy bread alone, und,
that it is the Ltrd tny God. uho cares {ar tnc and enables rnc to get wealth?

2, Secoadly, God calls us present our tithes and olferings joyfully, not begrudgingly.

This truth is drawn from II Corinthians 9:7- "...f0r God loaes a cheerful giaer,'-and. it is easy to understan d. A begrudging giaer
is as insulting to God as a husband who gets his wife flowers or buys her a gift for their anniversary with a sour attitud.e.

Ladies, rvould vou feel loved, honored. and treasured il vour husband came home ancl grufflr., said., ',Here,s the card card an.d

foaers I harl to fru1, _yau tttda-lt. Happ_v annit'ersary. ".r Somethins tells me that zrlthorigh the flowers ma\. be bear-rtifr_rl ancl the carcl
may contain all the right rvords, vour heart u,ould recosnize that something \er\. irnportant rvas nrissine.

It is no tllffirent tuhen u,e gi,e to God out o.f a reluctant. distrusti.ng or begrudgtng heort. That is not the rrue r,vorship God is seekins
from us, (Jn. 4:23). God '"vanrs us to give back to him in faith and withjoy because of the oi..erflor,ving joy rhar he has first
poured into our ou,n hearts through the gospel, (II Cor. 5: I 4- 1 5). Earlier in II Corinthians B: g paul explains:

rnilhl liti trte rirlt.""

Above all else, it is the joy ol our sah,arion that should yielctjol.in oLrr giving back to Gocl lbr rhe aclvance ol his kingclom.

3. Over and above our tithing, God calls his covenant people to reflect his own character by being
definitively generous to others by sharing the things he has placed into our care.

lbr the sake of tirne rve lvill onlv briefl_v consicler this third point. perhaps we can come back to it during the pracrical
application portion of the lesson. But let us stop and considerJesus' lvords ol instruction from Matthew 6:22-23:

b,,tlt t''ili h,,luil,tl dui'i;rt.r,tt:. !f lltlr /ltt liyltl itr i,iu i; tLtrktt,'ir. hitti.!rrti! i.r ilit,rfrtrl,ti,,t;.r"'

Tl-re expression of havins "rt.4,,rt! r){, or '"rt ir,'ttlllL1,,,;.r,"is a Hebrew idiom tracecl b;rck to t}re book of proverbs, (prot:. 22.g).
It describes the rvav yor-r look at the world around you, and especially your fellor,v man. \bu can tell il' vou l.rar,.e 

,,a bottnttJul

e1e" csr ''a bad e-ye" b,v hor,v vou answer the following cluestions.- not in theor), but in actual practice:

Doyou hwe a gmnous puspectiue toward tlu papk uroundltou? Arelou readlt to bnd a hand of lutp? Areyu ready to share tlu
things God has mtrusted tayufar his g[nry? DoTou opm jtour homt tn others-notjust2our closesfimds? Or arelau stingy? Do_1tou

quickb look doun an othsrs and asnrnp tlu worst abaut them in ordu to jwtifiiyur lack of gmeraiffi to funr? Whm someone ebc is

in rced doayur heart opsn up with willingness ar cling tight$ nyur possessiow in ordn tn keep thunforyourse!{?

God calls his people to sur?rise ther world ,,vith his own lor..e ancl care through a litbstyle of uncommun hospitalit,v and
senerositv torv;ird erur f-elll,v man that reflects his own krve tcl us in Christ, (I.Jn. .t:10-l I). C)ur hzu-rcls are to be extendecl to
others fbr l-relp. Our tables are to ]rave strangers seatecl around them. ()ur pantries zrre t<t be used not onlr,. to nourish our
or,vn bodies but to strenq{}rcn others througli a good meal and warm r.reighborly love.
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None of this rndll happen by accident. It is not the natural rhythm of our heart to think and live like this. It requires
the transforming work of the Holy Spirit as we are prompted to prayerfirlly reflecr on questions like this one:

c'Whqt resources has God entrusted to rnc and how can I best use the*tfor the good of others and the
glory of his netne?'o

That is a great question to ask ourselaes, and to ask as afami$, as we sincerely strive to steward wealth to the glory of God.

4. God calls us to only ever use the resources entrusted to us in ways which align with his rnoral
standards (i.e. his holy law) and which bring glory to his narne. (prooerbs 3:g)

This truth is r,vritten amons tl-re paees o{' t}re u,hole Bible in various r..u.avs, blrt it is explicitlv statecl in proverbs 3:g:

'"Il,ntit lh,.!.r,itl,t r!ft trtut itt,tlilt rritti i,'illt lltt,fjr,! lruil, of rtll.l.rut.ftr,,,tltrtt,.',

Sinrpll ptrt,u,hatetter r.r,e spend the resources entrusted to us on should not finallr, be determinecl by oarpreferences, our

ciesires, oar crar,in€Js, ozir comforts, aur means ii.e. ourJtnanciaL abililv), nor bv tire cultural nornrs ol oar gir,,en society

The fnaL and ntost intlortant rcn:ideratiun in et,e\, Jinancial detision ntust be a careJitL reltction on the u,ill aJ Gud etpre::ed in Holy Scriptura.

Thisisbecause ''oto-tt;calth" isNOI"gg1tt'ealth''.hisGod':u'ealth. temporarill,entrustecltoollrcare.\\:earenotitsou.ners,
but its stervards. \\e are callecl to use the rvealth entnlsted to us in whater.er r,vavs bring nlost honor to the I_ORD, our God.

This should not be misunderstood as forbiddins our enjov.ment of the things entrusrecl ro us. Not at all. part ol God's
good plan is tirat his people are rvell cared lor ancl blesseci br the resorrrces he entnlsts to them. But it does mean that God
must be at the center o{' all our finiincial decisions, not ourseh'es and certainlv not tl-re ambitions ol our sinfr-ri flesh.

2. Pitfalls & Practical Applications
1. Always Give God Your First & Best (Nat Yoar Med.ioere or your l-eftoaers) (Ex. 20:J)

. This Point is simple, but stinging: l44tatyau putfirst injour life is whatltou seraefrst.inlour fuart.

2, Live Below Your Mea'.s (Not An Par With Or Abooe Thcm) (proo. 15:16)
. More stt1fr - more to manage, more to distract, mare to tempt, more to get in th, *ry of saltinglu n God.

3. N{rrre Is Not Aln,ays Slore lSawletirnes Eruorr.g*. Is En*u,gh) (f*rnes f .: l-Jtr
. l,[an) are decehed b_y the ilh.tion thal "more is better" rthen it comes to .finonces.
. Therefbre, u,hen thc;t are offered a promotion, a n,eut job, etc. uhich ltrot,ides greater income, they sqlt_ve.s befiire stopping to consid.er the

cost qlf suth a choice. In manl cases, tlrc "rnare" thel thou,$t tuas better, ends ult shiprurecking their oun antt ttuirfamities.faith.
. Cionsider btI dread/ul departure.f;om Abraham. (the C:hurclt) rather tlmn dite.stutg hinue LJ' oJ' e.xcess u;ealtlt, ((kn. I3, 14, t g).

1, l[one1, Is lriot What ]hur Farnily F{e eds Nlosr Frorra You {Lu ke l A: } E-.t} i

things. But thi: is not ttlml our children netd nnsl.

ble.rsed end are saciJice: tt:hiclt ute must he u'ise enou.ah h ntake. Our trea.rure i.t eterrutl, not tem,porti; heatenly, rLot earrlLly.
(*The same applies to hrcbands and. uioes uithout children or uhose children haae groun)
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Final Consideration:
I ,uvant to take orrr fin:rl fbw rninutes to think about tl-re societal impact ol' Gocl's people eithe r obedientlv sir.'ins or
disobedientlv nr.rt sirinq ovt-'r the course of a gcneration.

We tend to wrongly think that disobedience to God in the area of grirg is a sin without a consequence--
that is, a sin that doesn't really hurt anyone. But is that actually true?

\\'e lrave irlre:rdr,seen that clisobevins God in tl.ris area vields a der.astating impact upL,n ourr.x.vn hearts ptuuul!" BvtI
r,r,'ant us to consider ther broader in-rpact sor;ietall=t.

comfortable lifbshle---what is the reai impact on society or.er the course ol ;r generation? Here is a small picture.

Less clturclus can keep tlteir doors open. kss thurclu.s can ffird to support afaitl{ul pastor. Le.ss men con dei;ote their tinrc jtlj to the

ministry. Le.;s sentinaries can conlinue preparing rnen.for ninistry. hssJaitlllil{ serrnons are preoched and heard. Less church-planters are

sent ottl b the ntttions. Less Bible studies are hasted and attended.. Itss ,sunday ,lchools are held. Less children's classes are ffired. llbek

.t Lo u, L t- err.t d e d an d et, e n ttm L h r en to t, r d a. I toge t h tr.

\Vhat I am describing is not hperbole. It is not an exaggeration. It is the societal impact over a generation which, barring
Gocl's mercilirl intenention. ineritablv cornes when Cocl's peopie:rs a whole do not trr-rst God's rvill with the manasement

ol their finances. Ererv rung of l-ruman society is ultimately r,r'eakened ancl left {br tl're rvorse'"vhen, in unbcliel, we relirse tr.r

stelvard the wealth God has entrusted to us to the slorv of' God.

But thanks be to God that the opposite is also true. Hver,v rung of human society is ultimately strengthcned '"vhen,

in trustins faith and eospel-jr-ry; w'e eladl,v pr-rt the Lord and his kinedom first in our hearts, our lir,es, and bank accolrnts.
\\'e czinnot control u4rat others do or do not do, nor sl-rould r,ve sit in judgment ol otrr neishbors. Those types o[ responses

to tliis teiichins rvould ultimately prove more harmlul than helpful. But whert we can do is this: \!,e can personallr. resoh,e

toclav that, b,v faith, rve r,r,ill strive to be obedient to Gocl as faitirlul ster,v:rrds ol t]re lvealtli he l.ras entrustecl to us.

We r,r'ill all choose to irrvest our tirne and talents into sornething, and there is sirnply no
better investrnent than the eternal Kingdorn of God. Treasures which are invested in

God's work for Godts glory are treasures that never perish, spoil, or fade.

t This list could be extmsine$ erpmdtd to accountfor manlt more lalms oJ impact.
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