
Section 2: God's Good Pattern For Marriage

Lesson 5: The Wife's RoIe (Part Two): The Wife,s Calling

lntroduction

to thc teicscopic. :rll tl'rings irr iill places ut a1l rinrcs crist rrnder the org.arrizinq-hancl ol'tlre all-lvisc (iocl.

$ Hm,e you euff considered kow cmtral submission is to tlrc wkok of the Christian tgfe anrt t0 suefy station of tife?
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Thc purposc o1- tirking tirne to consicler iill of this is to help rts rccognize tr'vo things at the start of' this u'eek's lesson:

(f ) The call to subrnission is not unique to rnrornen or to lrdves.
'Ihe call to sr-rbrnissiorr is part and parcel oI tht- entiret-v ol the C]rristilur lilc ibr mel1, \\'omen, childrr:n, citizens, emplovees,

church oflicers. etc. Evervone r.r,ho .uvonld knorv Goci in trurth ancl honor him vrith their lir,.es mttst lbrsake the r,'"'ar o1' rebellion

(2) The call to subrnission is not a call to oppression, but to flourishing.
\\r hirr,'e all been tolcl that sLLhnission is oppression and th.rt embracing it rvill rob us of rcalizins'our 1u11 potential arrd jo1. Br-tt

over her bl'eating the fiirbidden fir-rit r'r'oulcl le:rd her to a Iulhr. and more blessed lili:, tGen. 3:'l-5r. Btrt did it? No. Instead. it

tliat robbecl lrer o1- flor-rrishing rathe r than promotec] it. Bekx'ed, tve rnusl stop bL-lievins'his lics ancl start holcling fhst to the

embracing the orclerins o1' the r.rorld tlricli r'virs clesignecl br' God lor r"onr good and lbr his glorv

Three Key Questions Answered Frorn Holy Scripture
'l-lre structure ot'our approach r.r,ill be simple: ue rvill consicler the tr,hat, zrllri zrnd hou; ol-the rvif'e's calling accordiug lcr

Ephesians 5:22-2-t. Tlic rezrsc.rn fbr this strllctltrc is becar-tse that is t:xar:t11,' irou, ()od has revt-nled his r.r'ill iirr us in his \Vord:

L What is the Calling of Wives? (v22)z
"l[-it,t:.t, .ruhmit kt_ltortr ott,n hu.thands, a.s kt the Lonl."

2. Why Are Wives Called To This Role? (v23):

3. How Are Wives Called To Fulfill Their Role? (v24):

':\i,i. rzr tlte churth.sultnit.t to (,ihrist. to also u'ii,es should:uhntit in u'ert'thinp to their hushands."

What is the Calling of Wives?

"ll'i,e.t. tuhntil lo-l,otLr otn hu.sband.t, as to the L0ft1." (Eph. 5:22)

ff he call to submission in this verse nleans that as a rvifb, 1'ou i,r,illinglv pllrce ycir-rrsell- ttuderncath the ;rtrthoritv and

I leaclrr ship ol- '\tour ou,n ltu.sband. " The rvorcls , "your lLr,tn" an'e ve rv important becattse thcv mitkt-' it plain that this r:alling

I fbl rrunren is to their ontrt .speciJic httsbantl, not to ;rll metr in generirl. Belirre a \von]an is marriecl, stre is uncler thc

headship o[' her father iEph 6:1--t). But once that woman is r-rr.ritt-'d in a covetrirt'rt boncl bt-firrt', God w'ith irer husbarrd,

l-rencelbrth, hc is to be her "head" (Eph. 5:2131. From that time on she is called to glacllv rer:eil'e lrer hutsband's leadership with all

respect. horroq and sr-rbmission. In fact, rvhile this language rnav ber uuconttbrtable firr tts, the Bihle neler blushes at all rvhen,

Natr-rrallr,l tliis brinss r-rp a lot o[- important cluestions as rr'e consider hou, to lir,e this ourt in the midst ol a lallen u'orlcl. Br-rt

belbre \\,e seI too tjrr into the nitt1,-uritry, rve neecl to trnr]r'rstand something Lltterly critical zrbout the lr,ife's call to sr-rhrnission.

\Ve can do so br" arskins a simple question: W'ho is the one trho caLLs u;ites to sulttti.tsion?'lhat is,Jrorrt uthere does thi.s rulLing orilinate?
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'fhe ansr,ver to this question is of- profbuncl importance ltecause it not onlv gir,,es r,rrives mrich greater peace in embracine their
callinE. hrrt also the suprcntr: rlotivation firr firlfillins it. So lr,liat i-s tire lrnslver?

It is r-rot r-rltimatelv \,our hnsltand lr.hrt c;rlls yorl to sr_rbmission) nor the teachine of- your pastot nor thc erarlple ol- vour
parenls, nor the norms of'your cnlture. etc. The one u,ho calls you trt submission is \.or-rr: hezrr.enlr,, Fhtherr himself. It is his Spirit

1. Iirst of all, it reminds us tha[ this ca]l cornes ti.om the Gocl u,.ho lovt:s ris r,rith an er.t_,rlastinglor,.e.'l.l-re same Lorcl rr,ho
shec{ his blood ibr vour redemption is the Lorcl r,vho calls vr.lu to trllljt his clt-sigr.r bv }reing sr_rlirnissive in yolLr rnarriagt.

sulrmission to hcr lnrslrlrntl is rrltinratelr grlrunclcrl in ht,r tnrsting-strlimissiorr to ht-r Gocl.

T'hus, remembering that it is God who calls wives to stibmission not only grants them a tremendous depth of peace in
embracing this call (God is louing and zaise), but also an endless supply of motivation for striving to be flaithfulinit (God is ahaay
worth!. But nor,v we need to consider r,vhat re ason God give s for whlt the marriage is to be orderecl this way.

Qt Hou' does the recogrtition that tke call ta .rub,ni.tsion cames_from_your Father in heauen contfirt arul ruotiuated you?

2. Why Are Wives Called To This Role?
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\\'ho created men and \,vomen in all their unique intricacies and nceds, created them to flotrrish lrcc:orcling to this sinS-ular

.Just as surelv as trr-ing to benci your elbo'uv backr.vard r'vill breirk yor-rr bod\', trr,'ing to live out married lif-c r'vithout submitting

to Gocl's design w'iil break vour heart and home. \Vhl'? Fbr the verr,' sintple reason that this is not hou' the elbolr' r'vas desigr-recl

bl' Gocl to rvork and lo flor-rrish. Bending \our elborv backr.vard rvili rrever be a goocl iclea. nor u'ill fighting- zrqaitrst ttris infler<illle

realitr,' ever lead someolle to a rlore [ulfilleci lifb. In the same rvar,; the authoritatir''e pattcrn given b-v the zrll-rvise (icid lbr the

flor-rrishir-rg o{' the marriage ancl larnilv is t}iat the }rtrsbartd lezrds his homc in love ancl thc u'iIe subnrits to his leaclership rvit}r

respect, iEph. 5:33).'I'his is horv the marriirge and firrnill'rl,err: macle to u'ork. \or-r cztn arqttc r'vith it until voll are bh-re in the

[ace. \br-r can come up u,ith all manner of'plausible argLllnents [o excuse disobedience to it. \'ou can rtsc exarnples tlf' abtrser

u'ill have ch;rnged. Gocl's u..al'will still bc trtte. right, best, '"r'isest, most good. most loving" anci the rnost desirable pattern of' all.

And rvhat nrakes this pattern rvisest. most de-sirablc. ar-rd best is tiuo bear-rtilirl rezrlities:

1. It is the pattern for which we were designed, and therefore it is the pattern in which we will flourish.

exanrlrle of the dillbrence betlvecu trving to drive ir nail rr.'ith a hamrner u,hit'h u'ns mnde the jrtb zrnd trlirlg to dril'r: zr nail u''ith

a toaster tt,hichtt,tL.t nol. I argred that iI'',1,e triecl harcl enough it is still cluite possihle thert u'c crlrilcl clrii'e the nail w'ith tht:

toaster. But lvhat r,vould that tortsler look likc after the job u'as clonel It lvtiulcl be nrarred ancl manglecl, broken and scarred

li'on'r tire task. Is this becatise a hammcr is ltetter than a toelsterl No. it is bcczttse, b,v dcsig-n, the hammer and toaster are

rar(rtc LJ tte tried kt m.ake lort.rl tt,ith a hantnrct tt'ottkln'l iP)

Nl of this llrohahly sottnds a bit sillri ancl I supposc it is. But the point bering nrade is not sillv art all. (]ocl created me n ilncl

women clifferentlv He did not create tlrem clit]i:rent in dienitrr He did llot creale them dilii:rerlt in \'rrlue. Br-rt he clid c-r.'atc

them to each lirllill a ttnicl-re role in tl-rc lili: of' the marriase ancl fiinrilr: T'hr-rs. r.r'hen r'r'e irumblv suhmit to f]od's clesig-n lbr tts,

spollse ancl the children (]od rnirv srants Lrs together. Submittine to (iocl's clcsign leads to lturtartl flor-rrishing bccanse that lil-e is

r-ror saib. Submission to (iocl is the litb of blessine. jol: peace. and flourishing.

2. When lived out faithfully, God's pattern for rnarriage pictures the gospel for the world.
\Vhat is stated vasuel,v in the second l-rall'of Ephesians 5:23 is set fitrth urlequir"c'icallv in Ephesians 5:32, "Thi-t nn'.stery it

tiiat it is God's express rvill fbr her: and uttt oult' that it is (iod's clesisr] lbr ]rer ancl hcr fitmilv to flourish' btrt also that it is a

rneans bl-rvhich she is czrllt--cl to bear r'vitness to thtt r,r'rtrltl cttncertring the gospel cllJesrts Clhrist.

Hon' a husbirncl lor,'es his r,r,i[-c, ancl ttorv ;r r,l'i{b respec:ts lrer husband, :re part of- ho'uv Gocl intcnds trl shor""' t]re gospel to t]re

lvorld. The hr-rsband's sellless and sacrificial lor''e is designecl llr,' God to be a living picture of' tlie sacrificial love o{'.}esus Ctrrist

lor his people. The ivilb's glad-sr.rbmission to the leaciership o1' her htrsbancl is designed to be a lir.ing picture of' the church's

elad-submission toJersus Christ as ht:r Lorcl. 'I'htrs, r'vhenel'er a husband or r.r'iI'e abttses. neglects, or outright rejects their Gcicl-

sil'en role, the marriage lails to tulfill ilr hLghest purpost oJ all, r,vhich is to poin. the u'orld t<l C.lhrist a task rvhich begir"rs rvith thc

erample !!'e set for o'uvn childrcn d;rv bv dal:
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So why should a wi{b submit to her husband? We have seen many answers, a1j of which are true and important. But above
them all stands this reason: Because this is a means by uhich God intends to praclainz his gaspel of saluation to the uorkl*-bryinning in ttrc
huing room of yur lfe witk the hearts af yur own ckildren.

Q; ktdies, haz,e,yozt eatr tltarryht about-your rale in marriagefror thit perspectite-ns a lieing pit'ture that is teachiwlour dildren about the uay a

Clkistian u called to subruit to and honor the Inrd.lesus Cilrist? tEvmpk: Consirler the inpart ql .fathers on our pcn:eption af (kd)

\Ve har,'e described the uthat (u22) and r,ve har.e considered the wlqt (o23), notv we mlisr turn our attention to the how (u24).

3. How Are Wives Called To Fulfill Their Role?

r.r'i1i-'s czrll ttr submissiotr (1.t. tt'hat tht trtll trt.tttbrrti-;.yiort rloc.t no! trttttn).

Believers are called to subrnit to Christ willingly.

\.tnt{' r)1il\t lrr. tt llr. itr rrr,rr |iirq-.

Believers are called to subrnit to Christ gladl!.



ma\,have done nh.'rt !v,rs uxpected them on the otttside, bnt uttt u'ith the rigirt heart zzrirle. 'Ihis is tlie r''err'' kind of emptY

their hturts areJrtrJion rze. "'I-hese 'uvorcls re.,'eal that trr-re submission is ner-er less than external obeclience, br-rt it is ah'r''avs morer.

Tme submission is not mereiv checking o{f bo-xes. br-rt delighting to scrve and honr:r the one to r,r'}rom we are submittins li'om

the heart. 'fhe same must be truc cl{' a r'r,iIb's submission in her marriasr.

Think ol this situation in relr:rse. Imagine the relational sting that rvoulcl come lrom a hrtsllarncl fulfilling his dr-rtv to his

iamilv like a checklist. hurt rvitli no slaclness ol heart in his scn'it:e. h-nagine he cloes al1 of tris extertral cltities, hrrt there is no

the he;rrt that Clrrist k-ings to see in his people.

Believers are called to subrnit to Christ folb.

ar-rd g-lacl sr-rllmissiott to tlie ar-rthoritl'o1- King'.|esus. Frorn top to bottorn ancl lroni the insicle out, God's people art'callecl trl

then r.r'c u'ill conclude hv cor-rsicle rine.* rvltere and r'r'hen t]re aus'uver is nu.

husbands. "'I'he lr'orcls "in et:er)tlhing" make it clear that the r.vif-e's submission tcl her lir-rsbancl is to be comprehensive. '['hat is a tall

orcier brrt lr,e also neecl to rernemlicr that this trttth cttts bt.rtli u'ar,'s. 'l'lie rvords "in ei'er-r-tlting" nol onlv mean that it is the

that it is tht: responsibilin of' lrtisbands to ererttise loving and socllv leadership over the rvholc spectrum o1'the life ol'the

fhmilv The hrlsband bears the sreatest responsibilitr'' lrclilre God and he is acr:outttable to the ,\lmig]rt1'lbr all that takcs placc

r-rnder lris chnrge. So there is no part of the liIb of thc m:rrriage or fanrilv over rvhich the htrsbancl t:an sav: ''Thrtt's nr-tt nyy

As '"vc said earlier. thc ansr'ver to our qllestion is both-))e.t and ntt. \Vc har''ct dealt rvith the-le.i pclrtion ;le.t, the wifi's rull ttt

rvlriclr the rrifb's call to submission is dil/irentancldistinrt.from the chLtrch's tall to subnit to 1hnst.

What the Call To Subrnission Does Not Mean

ff-t here are clear and strong lirnits t.o the htrsband's ar:thoritv in the malriage. '['hcrc are :ilso tirncs u"lten a lvili'shoulcl

I not sLrl)mit to her husbanc{. Belor,r.'are lbr-rr important stlltL-nlents intencled to Prot('ct us li"rlm misunclerstanding the

I Biblc te,rching' on the submission o[' the rvit'e, as rvell as to clet-clicl wornen from anl' rnistreatnlents ]ly their litrsbancls'

Nothing that rve have irccrr te zrcirir-rg should ever be rnisconstrturcl as sr-rpportine unlrtr''ing leacir:rstrip in the home.

The call for wives to subrnit does not rnean the zsife tnust subrnit to sinful cornrnands.

A Christian \l'oman's call to sr"rbrnit to God is al'"r,avs superior to ht-r call tcl sullmit to ltcr huslland. Therelbre, il ever a

brit sire is recir-rircd to do so bv God. iAcrs lt:29). Ntt one has the riqht to commaud tts to sin agair-rst tl-re Lord. Hor'vcr-er, evt.'n in
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The call for wives to subrnit daes not rnean the utife rnust erudure abuse.

The husbandis neaer authorized to abuse his u.ife . If this is happening, it mlrst be reported to either the elders of the

church in which their memhership is held, or the local police depafiment, or both. Domestic abtise is a r,.iolation of' Christian

law as well as civil law and therelore it falls under the jurisdiction of the courts of both the church and the sovernment.

The call for wives to subrnit does not ntean there is no discussion or that is wronglor the uik to disagree.

lion-r lrii crlrncst [cal o{ (,locl arrri sinct'r't,'lolc firr her:

The call for wives to subrnit does not rnean that the husband is rnore gifted or w'iser than his wife.

Conclusion
\'\4ren a husband leads iike Christ and a wife submits like the church, neither person is taken advantage of, stifled, or

mistreated. Instead, both hr-rsband and wife find that in their selfless commitment to one anothet and their laithlul obedience

to God, both ol them flourish because they are gladly embracing the wisdom of God's clesign for the thrir,{ng of the marriage

and familr,: There is no better pattern to strive for in our mariage and family than the one given to us bv our Lord.


