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What is the Rapture?

An important doctrine

Distinct from the Second Advent

Catching away of all living believers (1 Thess 4:17)
Reunion (1 Thess 4:14-16)

Resurrection (1 Cor 15:50-54)

Exemption from death (1 Cor 15:51, 54-56)
Instantaneous (1 Cor 15:52)

Mystery (1 Cor 15:51)

Imminent (1 Cor 15:51; 1 Thess 4:15)

10.Traditional doctrine now being recovered
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When Will the Rapture Take Place
Relative to the Tribulation Period?

Pre-tribulation rapture theory

Mid-tribulation rapture theory
Post-tribulation rapture theory
Pre-wrath rapture theory

Partial rapture theory




RAPTURE VIEW COMPARISON

RAPTURE
PRETRIBULATION b_l
7 YEAR 1000 years
| TRIBULATION Millennium
RAPTURE
MIDTRIBULATION b
7 YEAR 1000 years
RAPTURE & REVELATION
POSTTRIBULATION b
7 YEAR 1000 years
TRIBULATION Millennium
PREWRATH il
No Wrath b !
Beginning of Great 1000 years

Sorrows Tribulation Millennium
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When is the Rapture?

7 Arguments Favoring the Pre-Tribulation View

. Tribulation's purpose concerns Israel (Jer 30:7; Dan 9:24)

. No biblical reference to the church on earth during the
Tribulation period (Rev 4-22)

. Church is promised an exemption from divine wrath (1
Thess 1:10; 5:9; Rom 5:9; Rev 3:10; 6:17)

Rapture is imminent (1 Cor 15:51; 1 Thess 4:15)
Rapture is a comfort (1 Thess 4:18)

. Antichrist cannot come to power until the restrainer is

removed (2 Thess 2:6-7)

. Symbolic parallels (2 Peter 2:5-9)



Restrainer Must First be Removed

Restrainer holds back the Antichrist (2 Thess 2:6-7)
Restrainer = the omnipotent Holy Spirit (2 Thess 2:9)

Holy Spirit permanently indwells all Christians (John
14:16; Rom 8:9)

Spirit indwelt Christians must first be removed prior to
the Antichrist's advent
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DAN 9:27 OVERVIEW OF TRIBULATION PERIOD

Antichrist desecrates
Temple and ends
Covina Nt sacrilfices ‘
Tribulation

372 years | (mid-point) 3% years

/ years




Tribulation Judgments

Seal Judgments W/ Christ’s
Revelation 6 i Glorious
Appearing

Bowl (or Vial) Judgments
Revelation 8,9 Revelation 15,16
Trumpet Judgments

L | GESHESY

First Half of Tribulation The Great Tribulation




2 Thesse @S 2:6-7

°And you know what réestrains [katecho; neuter]
him now, so that in his”We he will be revealed.
For the mystery of lawlessness is already at
work; only he who now restrains [katecho;
masculine] will do so until he is taken out of the
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Restrainer? (2:6-7)

Rome?
Satan?
Government?
Michael?

Spirit?
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2 Thes! ins 2:9

(o

1ing is in accord with
the activity of Satan, with' all power and signs
and false wonders.” 1




24-26
rd this, they said, ‘This

Matthi

“24 But when the Pharisi
man casts out demons only by Beelzebul the ruler of
the demons.” 2> And knowing their thoughts Jesus said
to them, ‘Any kingdom divided against itself is laic
waste; and any city or house divided against itself wil
not stand. 2° If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided
against himself; how then will his kingdom stand?”
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“Whoever sheds man

shall be shed, For in

’)

man.




Rom:

1 Every person is to be
authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and
those which exist are estaﬂg shed by God. % Therefore
whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God;
and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon
themselves. 3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for good
behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of
authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from
the same; % for it is a minister of God to you for good. . . .




sword for nothing; for it is;a'n
brings wrath on the one who' oractices evil. °> Therefore it is
necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but
also for conscience’” sake. © For because of this you also pay
taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to
this very thing. 7 Render to all what is due them: tax to whom
tax is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear;
honor to whom honor.




3, 25

he exact meaning of

Daniell

“Then | desired to K
the fourth beast, which Was different from all the
others, exceedingly dreadful, with its teeth of iron and
its claws of bronze, and which devoured, crushed and
trampled down the remainder with its feet...Thus he
said: ‘The fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom on
the earth, which will be different from all
the other kingdoms and will devour the whole . . .




Daniel 3, 25

wn and crush it...He
will speak out against th ost High and wear down
the saints of the Highest One, and he will intend to
make alterations in times and in law; and they will be
given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time.”

. earth and trea
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Da

“Now at that time el, the great prince
who stands guard r the sons of your
people, will arise. And there will be a time of
distress such as never occurred since there was
a nation until that time; and at that time your
people, everyone who is found written in
the book, will be rescued.”
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2 Thes! ins 2:9

(o

1ing is in accord with
the activity of Satan, with' all power and signs
and false wonders.” 1




|, when he disputed
with the devil and argued about the body of
oronounce against him a
‘The Lord rebuke you
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Restrainer? (2:6-7)

Rome?
Satan?
Government?

Michael?

Spirit?
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3 Reasons Why the Restrainer is the Holy Spirit
(2 Thessalonians 2:6-7)

1. The Holy Spirit is omnipotent

2. The Holy Spirit view handles well the switch in
gender from the neuter (vs. 6) to the
masculine (vs. 7)

3. The Holy Spirit is active in the world (Gen. 6:3;
John 16:7-11)

i
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2 Thess is 2:6-7

°And you know what 't ins [katecho; neuter]
him now, so that in his time he will be revealed.
‘For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work;
only he who now restrains [katecho; masculine]
will do so until he is taken out of the way.




Joh

161 will ask the Father, a
Helper, that He may be With you forever; 1 that is
the Spirit of truth, m the world cannot
receive, because it does not see Him or know Him,
but you know Him because He abides with you and
will be in you.

17

will give you another




Joh

“7But | tell you the trut
go away; for if | do not way, the Helper will not
come to you; but if | go, | will send Him to you. 8 And
He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning
sin and righteousness and judgment; ° concerning
sin, because they do not believe in Me; ° and
concerning righteousness, because | go to the Father
and you no longer see Me; ' and concerning judgment,
because the ruler of this world een judged.”

=11

0 your advantage that |
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men began to multiply
on the face of the Iand daughters were born to
them, 2that the sons of G saw that the daughters
of men were beautiful; 'and they took wives for
themselves, whomever they chose. 3 Then
the Lord said, ‘My Spirit shall not strive with man
forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his
days shall be one hundred and twenty years.” . ..

Gen

“I Now it came about,




e earth in those days,

and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to
the daughters of men, and they bore children to
them. Those were the mighty men who were of old,

men of renown.”
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Joh

16| will ask the Father;

Helper, that He may be with you forever; 17 that is
the Spirit of truth, om the world cannot
receive, because it does not see Him or know Him,

but you know Him because He abides with you and
will be in you.

17

will give you another




Ro

> "For those who are acc g to the flesh set their
minds on the things of tt sh, but those who are
according to the Spirit, the things of the
Spirit. ® For the mind set on the flesh is death, but

the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace.”

\_




“Do you not reme
with you, | was tellin

1at while | was still
hese things?”




Restrainer Must First be Removed

Restrainer holds back the Antichrist (2 Thess 2:6-7)
Restrainer = the omnipotent Holy Spirit (2 Thess 2:9)

Holy Spirit permanently indwells all Christians (John
14:16; Rom 8:9)

Spirit indwelt Christians must first be removed prior to
the Antichrist's advent




Spirit, if indeed the p|| of God dwells in you.
But if anyone does not ’Lave the Spirit of Christ,
he does not belong to Him.”
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“Do not grieve the H dirit of God, by whom

you were sealed for t'h’é]_!a?y of redemption.”
(R

TRINITY




Work of the Spirit in the OT vs. Church Age

Reception of all of the
Spirit at the moment
of salvation?

How long is the
indwelling?

Who is indwelt?

OT/Gospels

Subsequent to
salvation (Exod
31:3)

Temporary
indwelling (1 Sam
16:14; Ps 51:11)

Selective
indwelling (Joel
2:28)

Today

At moment of salvation
(Rom 8:9)

Permanent indwelling
(John 14:16)

Universal indwelling (1
Cor 12:13)
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flee from Your presence
You are there; If |
behold, You are there..”

1ake my bed in Sheol,

 Father |
W .'-:-.:__.:-:-.::__'_ 5p|_r_|_; 4




Distinctions Between 144,000 & Multitude

144,000 MULTITUDE

Revelation 7:1-8 Revelation 7:9-17
Numbered Innumerable
Jews All nations

Sealed Slain

Sealed before the Tribulation Converted out of the Tribulation

Hitchcock and Ice, The Truth Behind Left Behind, 77




Work of the Spirit in the OT vs. Church Age

OT/Gospels

Reception of all of Subsequent to

the Spirit at the
moment of
salvation?

How long is the
indwelling?

Who is indwelt?

salvation (Exod 31:3)

Temporary indwelling
(1 Sam 16:14; Ps
51:11)

Selective indwelling
(Joel 2:28)

Today

At moment of salvation
(Rom 8:9)

Permanent indwelling
(John 14:16)

Universal indwelling (1
Cor 12:13)




69
WEEKS

CHURCH TRIBULATION KINGDOMa#

AGE

Parenthetical
(unforseen)

70th
WEEK

(1000)




Daniel's Seventy Weeks
(Daniel 9:24-27)

The Decree Messiah The Coming

to Restore the Prince Prince
Messiah "cut off”

Apr. 3, A.D. 33
4 Church

Age

69 Weeks

March 5, March 30, Aug. b,

444 B.C. A.D. 33 A.D. 70

Artaxerxes' Decree Triumphal Entry City & Temple
MNeh. 2:1-8 Luke 19:28-40 destroyed




GAP BETWEEN 483" AND 484t YEAR

A. Prophecy runs successively for 483 years

B. Gap between 483rd and 484th year

69 weeks 70th week
483 years (GAP) 7/ years



Late Date (A.D. 95)

Irenaeus Against Heresies 5.30.3

“But if it had been necessary to
announce his name plainly at
the present time, it would have
been spoken by him who saw
the apocalypse. For it was not

, AGAINST
seen long ago, but almost in HERESIES

IRENAEUS

our own time, at the end of the "IN & |
reign of Domitian.”




f

stone was your covering::
diamond; The beryl, the onyx and the jasper; The lapis
lazuli, the turquoise and the emerald; And the gold, the
workmanship of your settings and sockets, Was in you.
On the day that you were created They were prepared...
1>You were blameless in your ways From the day you
were created Until unrighteousness was found in you.”




1 3
“and every spirit that ok t confess Jesus is not
from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of

which you have heard thgﬁ it is coming, and now it
is already in the world.”




2 Thes cie)gicins 2./

“For the mystery oftlaWiessness is already at
work; only he who no virestrains will do so until
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Hebrew Hebrew
50
60
70
380
90
100
200
300
400
500
600
700
800

Geotfrey Bromiley, ed., The International Bible Standard Encyclopedia, 3:556.
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Conclusion



When is the Rapture?

7 Arguments Favoring the Pre-Tribulation View

. Tribulation's purpose concerns Israel (Jer 30:7; Dan 9:24)
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